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Breakthrough! 
Honda's XL-250 
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We're about to make a very 
powertul statement: 

Kawasaki Mach Il. 

For this is the 350 with more 
guts, more go than any other 350 
in the world. 

Think about it. Can any other 
350 wind up to 112 mph? Or clock 
13.6 for the quarter mile — from 
a standing start? Or give you the 
quickness of a 45 hp/329 lb. 
power-to-weight ratio? 

Now stop thinking — and act. 
Head for a Kawasaki dealer, and 
look at the Mach II. Hard. 

Look at the world's first air- 
cooled, 3-cylinder 350 cc power- 
plant. The beefy brakes with 
finned drums that hold braking 
distance to 39 ft/31 mph. The 
double-triangulated twin-cradle 
tube frame. And the rest of it. 

Look what Cycle Magazine 
says: "Despite a hefty curb weight 
of nearly 350 pounds, the Mach II 
deceptively feels like a good 125 
while threading through traffic...” 

And then: look at every other 
350 in town. 

Go ahead; do it. We know 
who'll come out ahead. 


KAWASAKI MACH II 350 


Engine type. ..2 cycle, 3 cylinder, piston valve 
Horsepower 45/8000 rpm 
30.74 ft.-lb./7000 rpm 
Maximum speed 
Acceleration 1/, mile: 13.6 sec. 
Transmission 5-speed, return shift 
Braking distance 39 ft./31 mph 
Weight 
Wheelbase : 
TMnessize Monro 3.00-18 
PEGG are rein ee 3.50-18 
Lubrication SUPERLUBE 
Ignition system 


Oo 
Kawasaki 
MOTORS CORPORATION 
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Go far faster 


by Commando Interstate 


Introducing anew Commando style, along distance strider with the speed of a sprinter. 





6 gallon gastank, full size buddy seat with optional styled-to-match saddlebags, luggage rack and fairing, 
There can't now be a Superbike more suitable for long range riding than the Commando with its 
arrogant good looks, unique vibration-free Isolastic construction, dynamic performance and ultimate 


roadability. If you want to go far faster — choose Interstate. 


Also new options — Norton-Lockheed front disc hydraulic brake manufactured by Norton Villiers 
Limited to Lockheed design now offered to you after exhaustive testing and high output Combat 
engine with raised compression ratio and Norton “Double S” cam for even more dramatic 


performance on and off the freeway, 


Both available on the Commando Roadster too. 
If you haven't yet tried the thrill of the world famous Norton Experience, sample it at your 





Norion 


Commando 750s 


-all with the isolastic super-ride 


gia 
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Norton dealer. You won't be disappointed. 


Write or call to find one of the 800 dealers in the U.S.A. 
Exclusive Importers and Distributors, 

East of Mississippi River: 

Berliner Motor Corporation, 

Railroad Street and Plant Road, Hasbrouck Heights, 
New Jersey 07604. (201) 288-9696. 


Exclusive Importers and Distributors, e 
West of Mississippi River including Alaska and Hawaii: 
Norton Villiers Corporation, 6765 Paramount Blvd., 

North Long Beach, California 90805. (213) 531-7138. 
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and the 
NEW BREED 


For those who might not know. All 
helmets are not created equal. In fact, 
since the beginning, many changes have 
taken place. Different designs, manufac- 
turing techniques and material have been 
used. In the field of testing, changes have 
also taken place. In 1966, a uniform 
standard was adopted by most States — 
this was the Z90.1, and in its day was 
the best available. But today, there is a 
new standard, one far better and more 
exacting than any other tests devised, 
including the Z90.1. This is known as 
the Snell 1970 performance standard 
and with it evolved a new breed of 
safety helmets. 


For years, the H-A safety helmet com- 
pany has strived to manufacture the 
world’s best fibreglass helmets. They 
have now developed a new fibreglass 
helmet — the Arai, which is one of the 
very few brands to pass the Snell 70. 
Arai has two models; the S-70 (shown 
above), which retails around $28 and a 
full face model known as the X-7, which 
retails for $59. 


We believe that fibreglass shells are far 
superior to any other type. This includes 
polycarbonate helmets, which to date, 
have not even come near meeting the 
Snell 70 approval. 


ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS, 


175 FAIR ST., PALISADES PARK, N.J. 


07650 


Distributor and jobber inquiries invited. 
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It’s not easy to be king of the pile! 
It takes plenty of stamina and a 
super flash point to win... clean 


burning pays off in the end! 


Put more pop in your piston with 
LeMans super cycle lubricants— 
they burn cleaner, lubricate better, 


and extract that extra ounce of 
horsepower! 


Send today for details on all the 
LeMans. performance improvers— 
tires, helmets, racing additives, lu- 
bricants, etc., etc. . . . and fantastic 
patches and stickers! 


LeMans Corporation 
P.0. Box 192 C 
Edgerton, Wis. 53534 


— Enclosed is $.25—Rush literature only! 

— Enclosed is $1.00 each for patch #'s 
including literature! 

Name 

Address 


CAS fate Zip 
(Sorry no C.0.D.’s—Wis. Residents add 4% sales tax) 








Editorial 





“Technological Trickle-Down” 


e Sociology has been defined by scholars 
whose interests lie elsewhere as, “painful 
elaboration of the obvious.” Even those 
who cling to it can be often brought low by 
a simple examination of what sociologists 
do. For example: a remorseless study was 
made of the question, can a civilization 
survive if only cousins marry cousins? 
Hundreds of sociologists fell to, the air 
torn by “theoretical hypotheses,” “random 
samples,” “control groups,” and the air- 
conditioned, cauterizing accuracy of an 
enormous IBM 7094 computer. The 7094 
whirred and clicked for 600 hours, at an 
expense of $1,000 an hour. After 600 
hours, and after the sociologists had estab- 
lished the possibility of 90-year-old fathers 
and two-year-old mothers procreating with 
the enthusiasm of wharf-rats, the computer 
said, “No.” 

That’s the way of sociology: you’re ulti- 
mately left with, “who cares?” 

But one thing stuck. I had a sociology 
professor a few years ago named Levy. 
Dug horses. Came to class accompanied by 
this big, sloppy old dog who would col- 
lapse on the floor in a hailstorm of ribs and 
elbows and snore for fifty minutes, and 
then get up and walk out with Mr. Levy. 

Mr. Levy had a theory. It was called, 
“The Trickle Effect.” A brief explanation: 
TV sets. In the beginning, said Mr. Levy, 
only the Very Rich could afford TV sets, 
because TV sets cost quite a lot of money. 
Very Rich meant, obviously, Upper Class, 
so the TV set became a status symbol. 

But then TV technology changed, and 
improved, and TV sets got a lot cheaper; 
after a while, the middle class folks could 
afford them. Still later, even those mired in 
the lower class could buy TV sets. 

But by now, color TV had been invent- 
ed, but it was very expensive, so only the 
upper class people could afford it. A few 
years later, the middle class, and so forth. 

What was happening, according to Mr. 
Levy, was the people were getting a false 
sense of upward mobility. Instead of rising 
ever upwards and picking off these differ- 
ent status symbols, the symbols were being 
made cheaper and were gradually floating 
down. You stayed in the same place—it 
just looked like you were going up. The 
Trickle Effect, courtesy of Mr. Levy. 

It reminds me in a vague sort of way of 
what’s happening with motorcycle tech- 
nology. Look: first we had the Kawasaki 
500, the bike that opened the door to mod- 
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ern multi-cylinder motorcycles. Then the 
BSA/Triumph 750 Threes. Then came the 
Honda 750. 

And then, with the introduction of the 
500cc Honda Four, trickle-down began. It 
was followed by the Kawasaki 350cc Three 
(and a 250cc Three in Japan), the Suzuki 
380cc Three, and last, the Honda 350cc 
Four, yet to be introduced anywhere ex- 
cept Las Vegas early last January. 

You have to wonder what it all means. 
Simplistically, of course, it could mean 
nothing more than better motorcycles for 
everybody, in every price range. We have 
tested two of the small-displacement mul- 
tis: the Kawasaki 350 and the Suzuki 380. 
Both were reasonably slick, but neither sig- 
nificantly improved on the performance of 
the earlier twin-cylinder middleweights. 
Were they “better” motorcycles? Depends. 
Certainly they were more sophisticated, 
and certainly they were smoother. But 
they were heavier, and they were pricier. 
Honda’s 350cc Four is bound to be simi- 
larly afflicted. 

And now come with me to Detroit. It is 
1969. The Musclecars are in trouble. They 
are in trouble for a lot of reasons, chief 
among them the high, high cost of insur- 
ance, and the inability of the Detroit engi- 
neers to extract a lot of performance from 
engines that will have to run on regular 
gas. Regular gas doesn’t have a lot of lead 
in it, so it doesn’t pollute as much as high- 
test. But regular gas means low compres- 
sion ratios, and Emissions Standards de- 
manded that combustion chambers and 
bore-stroke ratios be altered to promote 
optimum burning of the intake charge. So: 
not much compression, not much cam tim- 
ing, not much bore, and not much valve 
area. The Supercars, as we knew them, 
died in 1969, and so did performance from 
The Factory. All that remained was dis- 
placement; a great big engine, no matter 
how badly it’s strangled, is going to be 
more authoritative than a smaller engine. 
You can’t buy a nice, dirty 375 horsepow- 
er, 396 cubic inch Chevy engine any more. 
The best you can do is a 454 cubic incher, 
strangled but clean. 

And now come with me to Japan, where 
the motorcycle factories are thinking about 
1975 (or even 1984). They have to know 
what’s going on about pollution controls in 
the United States, their biggest market. 
They have to be thinking, “If motorcycles 
are going to be regulated in the smog de- 





partment, chances are the big bikes—the 
750s—are going to be the first targets. 
Could it be that only 750s and up will be 
hassled with pollution control devices? 
Could it be that the smaller-displacement 
motorcycles cannot logically be regulated 
before, say, lawn-mowers and power-saws? 
Could it be that high-intensity perform- 
ance from a 750 will be impossible to at- 
tain after pollution-control devices are 
mandated?” 

Assume, for the sake of a rather para- 
noid argument, that such is the case. And 
then assume that you were the president of 
a major Japanese motorcycle concern. 
How would you handle it? Would you 
start laying the ground for smaller-than 
750cc, high-performance motorcycles by 
introducing medium-displacement multi- 
cylinder bikes—especially if the great bulk 
of your machines were of the two-stroke 
persuasion? 

What would you do, then, for the folks 
who need big bikes for long-distance tour- 
ing? Conceivably, I suppose, you could go 
to water-cooling, because with water-cool- 
ing, you could tighten up the engine in 
terms of piston clearance, spark lead, com- 
pression ratio, and carburetion. Or, if you 
were super-progressive, you could go with 
water-cooling and some kind of electronic 
fuel injection a la Volkswagen. 

Or you could go way up on displace- 
ment, and do away with the two-stroke 
idea altogether. That way, you could main- 
tain the performance levels that your 
American buyers have come to expect 
from you, and clean up your exhaust at the 
same time, sliding nicely within limits im- 
posed by the U.S. government. 

OK: You’ve been to Detroit, and you’ve 
been to Japan, and you’ve been president 
of the company. Now you’re back to being 
just plain you, and you’re thinking, well, 
sure, I guess that could be the case, but 
isn’t it a whole lot more logical to assume 
that the Japanese are simply building bet- 
ter motorcycles for the medium-displace- 
ment categories? 

Absolutely. But keep an eye out for 
“revolutionary” large-displacement motor- 
cycles, and keep track of the number of 
intermediate 350cc-500cc multi-cylinder 
“performance” bikes, and keep track of 
how their performance improves over the 
next year or two. 

And get back to me in 1975. 

—Cook Neilson 
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DYNAMO Il. The famous 
Dynamo series is now better 
than ever! Powerful on or 
offthe road, this mini-cycle is 
the real thing! 65cc, 4-speed 
engine with foot shift 
transmission. 10” knobbys 
and skid plate. Complete 
lighting, speedometer and 
horn. Lots of built in exclusive 
safety features! Street legal.* 
WOODS Il. Same as above 
without lights, speedometer 
or horn. 

COMPACT Il. Same as 
Dynamo II with street tires 
and no skid plate. 





HURRICANE. 65cc. Here's a 
real miniaturized motorcycle 
that's engineered for 
super-easy operation. Gas 
and brakes are the only 
controls. 7” knobby tires 
provide a soft ride. Folding 
handlebars and retractabie 
luggage rack let you take it 
with you for fun anywhere 
you go! The big, comfortable 
saddle is designed for easy 
riding. All the famous Benelli 
safety features are included 
and the complete lighting, 
horn and speedometer make 
the Hurricane street legal.* 


ene E ALL MINI-CYCLES ALSO AVAILABL 





VOLCANO. 180cc's of 
brute power! World's 

most powerful mini-cycle 
that's only mini in size! 
4-speed engine with foot 
shift transmission. 
Hydraulic Marzocchi forks. 
High ground clearance. 
Folding handlebars and 
retractable luggage rack. 
Easily carries 2 adults and 
all their gear! Complete 
lighting, horn and 
speedometer. You've got to 
try the Volcano to see what 
a mini-cycle can really do. 
Street legal.* 


E IN CANADA 


MINI-ENDURO. This 
mini-cycle looks and 
acts like its big 
brother! 65cc, 2-stroke 
with 4 speed foot 
shift transmission. 

14” spoked wheels. 
Motocross handlebars, 
fenders and exhaust. 
Knobby tires to take 
you over anything! 
Heavy duty rear 
shocks and Marzocchi 
forks. Complete 
lighting, horn and 
speedometer. Street 
legal.* 


BUZZER. The little brother of 
the Benelli line of Real 
Machines! 65cc’s of 
miniaturized motorcycle. 
This one has an automatic 
clutch and transmission. Just 
climb on and go! This little 
beauty folds down to suitcase 
size. Put it in the trunk of 
your car and take it 
anywhere. Instant fun and 
excitement! Kick starter, 
lights, horn and speedometer. 
Street legal.* 

BUZZER JR. The same 
machine without lights, horn 
or speedometer. 





*Street legal in most states. Check local regulations. 


SOLE U.S. IMPORTERS: COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS INC. / HATBORO, PA. 18040 
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Great news 
for Honda 
owners— 


Just published—Glenn's Honda 
Two-Cylinder Repair and Tune-up 
Guide, the first of a new series of 
guides for the most popular makes 
of motorcycles. 

Written by one of America's top 
automotive writers,the Guide starts 
with general sections on trouble 
shooting, model identification, tun- 
ing for performance, and mainte- 
nance, It then goes into the Honda 
motorcycle itself, using step-by- 
step illustrated instructions; cover- 
ing fuel, engine, clutch, transmis- 
sion, running gear, and electrical 
systems. 

With easy-to-follow instructions, 
special silhouetted illustrations of 
parts, comprehensive specification 
tables, wiring diagrams, and ex- 
ploded views of all mechanical and 
electrical units used on the Honda. 
8⁄2” x 11”, 224 pages, over 725 
illustrations. 


cloth, $6.95; paperback, $4.95 now 
at your bookstore, or use coupon 
below to order 








CROWN PUBLISHERS, INC. 

Dept. C, 419 Park Ave. South, 

New York, N.Y. 10016 

Please send me GLENN’S HONDA TWO- 
CYLINDER REPAIR AND TUNE-UP GUIDE 
as checked below for which | enclose 
payment as indicated (plus applicable 
sales tax). If | wish, | may return book(s) 
postpaid within 10 days for complete refund. 


bis stevens [diante copies clothbound @ $6.95 
A IATA copies paperbound @ $4.95 
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Coming soon: GLENN'S SUZUKI 
ONE-CYLINDER REPAIR AND 
TUNE-UP GUIDE 
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April Blues 


e Sitting seaside, silently sipping, subcon- 
scious senses of sea-burial slipped like a 
creeping fog into the awake-part of my 
mind. 

The Lion of March had roared its ulti- 
mate growl and now the not-so-harsh-not- 
so-gentle rains of April pelted softly. The 
better to bring Spring flowers. 

Only brown-bronze and gleaming green 
seaweed sprouted on that barren beach 
then. And shredded cat-tail cane kept kelp 
from returning to the tide. 

The sound of rain on a helmet fiberglass 
roof is softer than drops on a tired tin tank 
or corrugated iron shed-top. As the rain 
fell the drops sounded a final knell for the 
bird-like bike. 

It had served me very well. 

Sitting seaside, still sipping, I sensed the 
cycle of the waves lapping almost quietly 
at the seashore sand, seeing in the setting 
sun a silhouette of that collection of pipes 
and tubes, moldings and castings. 

That was the machine, a quarter-liter, 
give or take a few ccs, with a heart of iron 
and a cylinder to match, and side valves. It 
seemed everlasting. 

It still ran, not badly at all. But it just 
was too old. It couldn’t do all the things a 
new model would. It wasn’t comfortable 
enough. 

Limited fork travel and no rear spring- 
ing and a hard solo saddle. It was not real- 
ly getting older. It was old to begin with. It 
was I who was getting older. Couldn’t take 
it that hard anymore. 

Besides, I had had a ride on a new trail 
machine. Shouldn’t have done it, I sup- 
pose. I got spoiled. Spoiled any chance of 
the old bike surviving, too. No point keep- 
ing it if I got the new one. 

I couldn’t think of selling it, though. 
Not that I could think of anyone who'd 
want to buy it. Not that it was my most 
favorite bike of all times, but I was quite 
fond of it. 

Sitting seaside there, taking an occasion- 
al taste of the brandy to ward off the chill, 
I watched the running rivulets race down 
the deep-red-and-rusting-chrome tankside. 
Drops dripping from the back edge of my 
helmet ran down my neck. 

That led to thoughts of replacing my 
suit as well. I’d been wearing it almost 
twenty years. It seemed that way. Most of 
the snaps were not snapping, and the zip- 
per did not zip too well. ; 

Injspite of the mechanical difficulties of 
the suit, its fabric was still repellant, to wa- 
ter, man and beast alike. Only it didn’t 
close any too nicely, leaving gaps where 
any inclemency could enter. 





Downhill Straight 


Instead of just sitting seaside, waiting, I 
decided to take a last run. The old machine 
almost started on the fifth kick, but they 
were effortless kicks due to the looseness 
within. The sixth did the trick. 

It ran with a bit of wheeze, and numer- 
ous clanks. The chain snatched nervously 
at its sprockets, despite having been adjust- 
ed only two days before. 

Playing tag with the rushing-then-reced- 
ing water’s edge was not as easy as it could 
have been. In the sand, sea wet or rain wet, 
the tires’ loss of tread told as a ghost of 
traction past. 

Other phantoms appeared in the dunes. 
The place we’d bent the forks. The stump 
that tore off the left footpeg. The little 
mountain jumps that had jarred my kid- 
neys loose. The bramblythorns that tore at 
everything. 

There was the cup of the dunes where 
the old bike had often waited impassively 
on an ideal, idle sun-day while I’d picnic 
passionately with the lady passenger. Not 
such a day today, Pd shrugged. 

The trail back from there was easy, a 
beaten path. 

The rain had slackened slightly, and a 
wind that felt nothing less than wintry had 
come up, picking up small whitecaps at 
wavecrests. Back against a reeded eroded 
bank I waited out the time. 

Warming my hands near the hot cylin- 
der was a short-lived pleasure. It cooled 
quickly. It was beginning to get dusky, and 
the sun was now a red ball sinking toward 
the horizon. Soon it would hit the water 
and make it all go away in a puff of steam. 

I sipped a bit more, and spit some on the 
still-hot exhaust pipe. For just a moment 
the surrounding air lost the smell of salt 
and took on the grape-ripe scent of brandy. 
It was a vintage that suited my old ma- 
chine well. 

In minutes after returning to the spot, a 
truck with parking lights aglow could be 
seen coming up the beach. One side 
seemed afire in the light of the dying day. 
It was my friend, Charlie, the dealer. 

After making sure the bed of the pickup 
was empty, that he had not brought it with 
him, we shared a few sips. We shared some 
small talk while we individually kept our 
seascape views to ourselves. 

It would be dark in no time. 

The rain started again, but now it came 
as a fine spray, a wind-blown mist that tin- 
gled where it touched skin. Charlie al- 
lowed as how we were crazy to be out and 
backed into the cab of his truck. 

Patting the tank of the machine, I ran 

(Continued on page 29) 


CYCLE 





4 


DOWNHILL Continued from page 12 


once again through the starting drill, and ee Thank you for my life. 


to my surprise it turned over on only the 
third try. Maybe it was the pat that did it. 
But it was clunking away as noisily as ever. 

Only fifty yards of flat beach separated 
us from the point, a sand-topped rock jetty 
that nosed out into the sea, a favorite 
haunt for local fisherboys. Charlie fol- 
lowed me with his rig. 

The lights of the truck played down the 
length of the jetty as we stopped near the 
shore-end. Lit it up like a proper runway 
ready for some miniature jet to take off. I 
waited for a moment. 

Charlie honked from behind, warm and 
dry in his control tower. I cranked on a 











few revs, let it fall back to idle. Impatient, I am still being treated at the Veterans hospital for other 
Charlie honked again. I looked back to injuries, such as a broken shoulder and various muscle tears. 
him, waved, and turned back. Without the aid of the protection of the helmet, my head in- 
ee ore tand we jury would have been the most serious. That big hole could 
popped a small wheelie. Then accelerating have been in my head instead of the helmet. Seeing riders 
as hard as we could or dared on down the without helmets, | am tempted to stop and convince them of 
jetty toward the open sea, riding down the the necessity of self-preservation.” 
lightbeam from the truck. 

A short, unmeasured distance from the So writes Mr. Reese DeVere from Martinez, Calif. about his 
end of the point I stepped off and rolled to personal experience how a Grant helmet provided adequate 
a stop in the sand and leapt to my feet in protection when he needed it! 
time to see the bike go airborne. For an 
instant it hung in the light and then disap- A ÓN 
peared in the dark and wet with hardly a f N 5 
sound tol bother. GRANT noval Dekan a 

I : : | DIVISION INDUSTRIES | l y (o) naustry, 

walked back to where Charlie waited | | California 91744 
with his truck, waited to go pick up the \ k J 





new machine. —Mike Shuter 
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Wixom was in the bike 
business even before bike 
business was big business. 
We're bike people—who add 
our love of riding to our 
engineering experience to 
manufacture the finest 
quality fairings on the 
market. 

At Wixom, we insist 

on quality in 

all our 

products. 

Because we 

know you do + 

too. 

Wixom 

experience. 

Just one more 

reason you want 

a genuine Wixom 

Ranger fairing. 








“If It’s Okay with You, Alfie, I’d rather 


chicken out on this Trip.” WIXOM BROS., INC Long Beach, Calif. 90804 


Phone (213) 426-0485 


1637 East Burnett, Dept. MC 
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Now. ’72 Enduros run cooler, 
smoother — deliver more 
effective hp at low rpm’s. 
The secret is out. After 
thousands of miles of off-road 
testing, Torque Induction is here. 
It's standard equipment on all 
"72 Enduros, from the restyled 
RT2-360cc down to the new and 


bigger LT2-100cc bike. And this 
Yamaha exclusive is the big 
reason why our new Enduros 
are better than ever on the trail. 
Simply stated, Torque 
Induction is a unique stainless 
steel valve induction system that 
increases the actual effective 


_ horsepower delivered to the 





back wheel under heavy load 
at varying rpm’s. 

By operating on demand 
rather than arbitrary intake 
timing, Torque Induction 
automatically adjusts the air and 
fuel flow through the carburetor 
according to how hard the 
engine is working at that 








particular moment. In addition, breathing system for greater cooler, smoother, stronger, under 
Torque Induction’s unique combustion efficiency. every riding condition. 

manifold design allows fora All together, it means a 1972 But don’t just take our word. 
compact carb-to-cylinder Yamaha Enduro® equipped with For more on Torque Induction 
position and higher rpm Torque Induction will give you and the ‘72 Enduros, see your 
performance—without the carb the additional low-end power Yamaha dealer. Find out for 
overheating of the past. One and response necessary to clean yourself that Yamaha builds a... 
thing more: our new Enduros that hill you used to dab on. better.machine. — a 


have an improved 7-port It'll O! e-runnin 








Letters, 





Bad Mouth 


SUZUKI 750 LE MANS 

You’ve really got to be kidding me—in 
view of what’s been written about the Su- 
zuki GT 750 Le Mans in the Dec. 71 “Cy- 
cle World”. You put a 135-pound flea on a 
man’s bike with a gift of bad mouth and 
expect the motorcycle world to believe 
him. Hell, he probably didn’t have the 
strength to adjust a chain on a minibike. 
This guy’s love affair with Honda goes 
away back but so did a lot of Volkswagen 
owners until they heard names like Datsun 
& Toyota in the automobile world. Did he 
read other test results—or is he just a gar- 

bage-mouthed 4-stroker? 
Fred Silvia 
Jacksonville, N.C. 


Congratulations—And thanks—for a truly 
good, meaningful, tell-it-like-it-is test of 
the Suzuki 750! It would really be great if 
you could test all big road bikes coast to 
coast. If your first BSA Rocket-3 test 


would have been 3800 miles, at least one 
less BSA-3 would have been sold in 1970. 
(I sold mine at a loss after oil leaks, electri- 
cal problems, and breaking my clutch ca- 
bles.) I guess I see why you don’t test En- 
glish bikes coast to coast. They probably 
don’t build one that will go that far. 
Anyway, thanks. Honda? Suzuki? BSA 
or Triumph? (You've got to be kidding.) 
H.D.? No thanks. Pll save my money— 
and if it can’t be plunked down for a Moto 
Guzzi or BMW 750—I won’t buy. 
Mike Nodbarn 
Oak Hill, Ohio 


I would like to compliment you on the ex- 
cellent road test given to the Suzuki Le 
Mans in the February issue of Cycle. 

It has always disturbed me how cycle 
magazines can make their ‘certain’ state- 
ments about a bike after running it for only 
a couple hundred miles. The only way to 
tell how a bike is going to perform is to put 








it to the test your riders did. 

I believe that it would best represent ev- 
ery bike your magazine tests if you would 
put it through the same rigors. Every bike 
from 175 c.c.s upward should be proven as 
to their worthiness in every condition from 
the muddy hills to the open desert road. 
This type of a 3500-mile test run would 
give more to the prospective buyer than 
any of the Daytona-type races in which the 
factories put so much money. 

Above all, honesty toward the bike and 
the reader is necessary. Since I am a BMW 
rider, I was attracted to the Suzuki arti- 
cle’s comments on high speed touring and 
comfort. Because you spoke honestly about 
the problems encountered with the ma- 
chine, I gained respect not only for this 
particular test but for editorials, features 
and straight news reporting in the future. 

I wonder how many of your readers 
would like to see you take a new bike 
across the country every issue, and report 









You and Tri-Sport and the 
whole outdoors. Going, baby, 


with the wind in your face, having fun. 


You can’t miss. Three big bouncy 


tires take you over any ground. Put 

a ski on front and you’re a snow-goer. 
Tri-Sport comes as you like it, too, with 

five great models — from a 3 hp Mini 
Tri-Sport to a 14 hp charger. With mini price 
tags. As low.as $345*. Why not send ¿ 


the:coupon for a FREE fabulous 


fact-filled full color folder. 
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bucket seat...and thou 


ide 0 : 
| Alsport, Hie. 84 WHITTLESEY + NORWALK, OHIO 44857 


*Price F.0.B. Norwalk, Ohio. Does not include freight, taxes, dealer preparation charges, if any. Subject to change without notice. AL-153 
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THE HOT ONES: 
HOTTER THAN EVER 


FOR 1972. 


PRESENTING THE TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 650 
AND THE TRIUMPH TRIDENT 750. 


Move out on the Hot Ones, and tell the world to get out of your way. 
The 1972 Triumphs have the winning combination of enormous power and pinpoint control. 


Whether you choose the Bonneville or the Trident, 


here is the fantastic ride you've always wanted—and more. 


- TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 650 


America's favorite 650— 
The Hot One that's heated up even more for '72. 
The famous Triumph 4-stroke OHV is fed by dual carbs 
for hotter torque and hotter power, 
so you can pass with ease, move out on the road fast. 
Triumph's special Through-The-Frame Oil System 
eliminates the oil tank, cuts down on weight, 
teams with an improved capacity oil filter for cooler running. 
The Triumph forks, made of lightweight alloys are 
stronger than ever, yet cut down the unsprung weight. 
Triumph brake hubs are alloy too; they run cooler, stop surer. 


Move out on a 1972 Bonneville and see for yourself 
why it's The Hot One. 


TRIUMPH TRIDENT 750 


Here's the Hot One CYCLE Magazine calls ‘The Quickest Stocker Yet!" 
Trident can take any road—or any challenge. 


It all begins with the Trident Triple-Threat engine 

that teams triple-cylinders with triple carburetors. 

That combo gets you out on the road fast and smooth, 
with 45 ft. lbs. of torque @ 6900 rpm. 

The re-designed, heavy-duty front and rear brakes 
provide effective stopping. 

Race-proven forks of light alloy damp 634” both ways 

for precision control at any speed. 

Large gear-type oil pump circulates oil through the engine 
and primary drive with oil being cooled on its return to the tank. 
These are typical features of the hotter than ever Trident. 


Take a Trident 750 out on the road and let it all out. 
You'll see why CYCLE Magazine is all revved up about The Hot One. 


The Hot One 





ENGINE TYPE OHV-4 stroke 
CYLINDERS 2 

MAX. TORQUE 38.5 ft. |b. @ 6000 rpm 
BORE/STROKE 71 x 82mm 

COMP. RATIO 9:1 

TRANSMISSION 4-Speed gearbox 
CARBURETOR 2-Amal 30mm conc. 
FRONT TIRE Dunlop 3.25 x 19” K70 
REAR TIRE Dunlop 4.00 x 18” K70 
FRONT BRAKE 8” DLS 

REAR BRAKE 7” SLS 

WHEEL BASE 56” 

GND. CLEAR. 7” 

DRY WEIGHT 387 Ibs. 

FUEL TANK 3%, gals. 

OIL 6 pts. 


ENGINE TYPE OHV-4 stroke 
CYLINDERS 3 

MAX. TORQUE 45 ft. lb. @ 6900 rpm 
BORE/STROKE 67 x 70mm 

COMP. RATIO 9:1 

TRANSMISSION 4-Speed gearbox 
CARBURETOR 3-Amal 26mm conc. 
FRONT TIRE Dunlop 4.10 x 19” K81 
REAR TIRE Dunlop 4.10 x 19” K81 
FRONT BRAKE 8” DLS 

REAR BRAKE 7” SLS 

WHEEL BASE 57” 

GND. CLEAR. 6⁄2” 

DRY WEIGHT 460 Ibs. 

FUEL TANK 3Y, gals. 

OIL 7 pts. 


TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLE CORPORATION 
A DIVISION OF THE BIRMINGHAM SMALL ARMS COMPANY, INC. 
East P.O. Box 6790 Baltimore, Md. 21204 West P.O. Box 275 Duarte, Calif. 91010. 


Specifications subject to change without notice 


CIRCLE NO. 37 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 





on it. By describing the miles, conditions 

and results, you would do an invaluable 
service for every rider. 

Jerry D. Conner 

Princeton, Ill. 


MINI-RACERS 
I just finished reading Gordon Jennings ar- 
ticle “One More Time On The Merry Go 
Round” and thought it was great, no mat- 
ter what all those parents with Mini-Motos 
in their family probably say. Racing is fun 
and good sport but that all ends when just 
one rider gets pushed into riding over his 
head. That gets dangerous for everyone 
concerned. Personally I don’t even like to 
watch Minis. They scare me! When they 
are racing only two kinds of people are 
cheering: the parents of the riders and the 
spectators that are cheering for the finish 
of the race so they can see something they 
can enjoy without worrying about some 
fourth-grader crash-and-burn! Don’t mis- 
understand me, I think they should ride if 
they want to, but it should be somewhere 
where myself and 80% of the other specta- 
tors who suffer through the Minis to see 
some good racing don’t have to watch, or 
wait from dawn to dusk to see what we 
came for. I wonder if any of the real racers, 
the ‘old’ guys, ever had a bike die of old 
age waiting for the next Moto while the 
Mini-Motos bore the crowd. Mini-skirts 
Pll watch but not Mini-Motos. I hope the 
promoters get wise and let the Minis 
watch, not race. I think much improve- 


ment in riders and spectators would be no- 
ticed. 

Richard Osterhaus 

Marion, Iowa 


I was all primed to pen a few paragraphs 
about the sort of rampant stupidness Mr. 
Jennings discovered in his brief exposure 
to juvenile minibike races—(One More 
Time. . . Jan. issue)—but then he pro- 
ceeded to say what most needed saying. 
However, it always irritates and dismays 
me to (again) realize there are such par- 
ents, evidently free to come and go, who 
not only permit but actively encourage 
their young to participate in such rabidly 
competitive and obviously dangerous ac- 
tivities. It amounts to criminal aggression 
against their own children, and causes me 
to wonder how many of these boys will es- 
cape becoming adult zombies, when some 
of them must be half-way there already. 
The same sort of mothers are responsible 
for the “success” of infant baton twirlers, 
and a host of comparable abominations. 
Wylie Smith 
Bureau, Ill. 


I believe the article “One More Time on 
the Merry-Go-Round” is grossly inaccu- 
rate, misleading, and dangerous. Its theme 
of leave-them-alone-and-don’t-spoil-their- 
sport is frightening. 

Here in Denver we have motorcycle hills 
and parents who subscribe to the ridicu- 
lous leave-them-alone theme. The attend- 


ants at the emergency wards of the local 
hospitals can testify to it. The youngsters 
race helter-skelter across the hills with lit- 
tle regard for others. Contrary to the arti- 
cle, they do race each other. To make it 
interesting an occasional youngster speeds 
upon the tracks in the reverse direction. 
Self-sufficiency is an asset here for when 
they crash they are on their own. It is a 
thrill to meet them on the trail. By the 
time you guess whether they will veer 
right, left, or not at all, if you're lucky, 
they are past you. No, a 34 m.p.h. minibike 
and a 9-year-old needs supervision. To 
state otherwise is madness. 

On the other hand, the racing youngster 
is supervised, learns good safety habits, 
and receives quick medical attention if he 
is hurt. He is able to channel his fierce de- 
sire for competition and speed under con- 
trolled circumstances. Granted some may 
have caught Little-League-Parentitis, but 
they are there. Some of us father-pit crew 
types hope to overcome such an affliction. 

Woody Jenson 
Lakewood, CA. 


A three-fold Amen to Gordon Jennings for 
his article on children's motorcycle racing. 
Rev. Wayne P. Merrill 

Dallas, Texas 


Address all correspondence to Cook 
Neilson, “Letters,” Cycle Magazine, 
1 Park Avenue, NYC, NY 10016 


NEW ACCESSORIES FROM GEMA 


GT MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES: 


THE “TURN-BUZZER” 


is a weather-proof device that emits a 
low-level, high frequency sound when 
your directional signals are flashing. No 
more cars turning in front of you because 
you didn’t know you were signaling. In- 
stalls in minutes. Fits most motorcycles 
with directional signals. ONLY $9.95 


“SWITCH-A-SWITCH" 


is a simple conversion kit for changing 
the location of your ignition switch from 
under the tank to the handlebars. No 
more burned fingers, stooping or search- 
ing, it’s right there in front of you. 
ONLY $1.95 


36 


THE “CRUISER” 


is a chrome accessory which installs in 
minutes and allows you to vary your foot 
position when touring or just cruising 
around town. Adds comfort and looks to 
your bike. Specify Single or Double when ordering 
For single tube frame, ONLY $10.95 

For double tube frame, ONLY $12.95 


THE “CIGARETTE 
LIGHTER” 


is a chrome unit which attaches to the 
handlebars and puts a light to your cig- 
arette within easy reach. ONLY $4.95 


Specify 6 or 12 volt when ordering. 


THE “LEANER” 


is a chrome backrest which installs in 
minutes and will give your passenger 
comfort and support. Also gives your bike 
a custom look. ONLY $9.95 


THE ““GAUGE-MOUNT”’ 


is a chrome device that allows you to 
mount any standard two-inch gauge to 
your handlebars. Supplement your stock 
instruments with the gauge of your 
choice. ONLY $1.95 


THE “LEANER: PAD" 


is a quality snap-on naugahyde cushion 
for the ‘‘Leaner.’’ It will give your pas- 
senger added support and comfort. In- 
stalls in seconds. ONLY $4.95 


SPECIFY YEAR, MAKE AND 
MODEL OF YOUR BIKE 
and mail check or 
money order to: 


GTMA 
P.O. Box 2126/C4 
WINNETKA, CALIF. 91306 


All postage paid 
NO COD’S 
Calif. residents add 5% sales tax 


> 
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Down withthe 
high cost of grooving 


When it comes to recreation, the ob- 
ject of the game is to get the most grooving 
for the least money. Which is where Ameri- 
ca’s number-one selling import truck, 
Datsun’s “Li'l Hustler” Pickup, comes in. 

Its price leaves you a lot of bucks to 
spend on the important things in life...surf- 


FROM NISSAN WITH PRIDE 


boards, dirt bikes, campers, whatever turns 
you on. It has a half-ton capacity, just like 
the trucks that look bigger. And the over- 
head cam engine will move it out smartly 
on or off the road. So go ahead. Have your- 
self a great, big, inexpensive ball! 

Drive a Datsun...then decide. 





a Sax 








Meet the XI-250. * 
Good looking. Fast. < 


Your first glance at the 
new Honda XL-250 should 
clue you in to one thing — Honda 
means business in the dirt. And 
here’s the proof. = 

There are three musts for the 
dirt — power, light weight, 
dependability. The Honda XL-250 
delivers them all. 

The 250cc OHC single-cylinder 






engine pounds 
out the power with 
plenty of big horses. And it’s the 
perfect power for rough riding. 
Torque curve’s right where you 
want it—nice and flat. Instant 
response in every gear. 
Weight's always an important 
factor in the dirt and that's just 
what the new XL-250 lacks. You 


can strip off the easily removable 
road equipment to lose even more 
weight. How did Honda make a 
four-stroke engine so light? 
Tough lightweight magnesium 
was used wherever possible. 

* Dependability is a Honda 
trademark. The XL-250 four- 
stroke single proves it again. 
Features four valves for measured 





Always ride safely. Wear a helmet and observe all rules of the road. For a free color brochure, write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. J 


efficiency. And it’s gota two-cable.. 


throttle system for quick, sure ac- 
celeration. You can count on this 
single to deliver the power, mile 
after mile, over very rugged ter- 
rain. Honda counts on it enough 
to back it with a very strong 
watranty. 
What «else does the XL-250 
“offer? Just look. Styling’s what 





you'd expect from Honda sleek 
yet practical. The radical upswept 
muffler, besides being good- 
looking, really works. You won't 
make enemies for motorcycling 
when you pass. The Honda safety 
features are there, too. Ignition 
cut-off switch. New lockable hel- 
met holder. Plus USDA approval 


braa 






on the spark arrestor/muffler. 

Your Honda~dealer»can intro- 
duce you to the new.XL-250 soon. 
For a whole new experience in dirt 
riding, come'on down and meet it. 
One ride and you won’t be*able 
to live without it. 


The New 
Honda XL-250. 


Box 50, Gardena, Calif. 90247. The rider pictured above is a professional. Honda recommends that new riders not.attempt difficult stunts. ©1972 AHM. 





169% 


COMP. 
ASSEMBLY 


Workmanship 


PAT. 
oe »>GUARANTEED. o PEND. 
‘‘BALDY’S PIN” ® 


Harley owners, times will change! 
This offset crank pin and rod as- 


sembly will withstand plenty 
(92% Nitro !) . . . Made of 8620 
Billet Stock - 60 Rockwell... 

it’s been ll 
TRIED, TESTED & PROVEN ! 


Available in 4 9/16 & 4 5/8 
strokes for XLCH & Sportster 
models. 4 3/8 & 4 3/4 strokes 
for FL & FLH Models... 








ALSIP MOTOR & CYCLE 
4557 WEST 127TH STREET 
ALSIP, ILLINOIS 60658 
PHONE 312/388-6531 


ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND 
CHECK O MONEY ORDER O 
$169.00 PER ASSEMBLY 


Name 

Address 

city. A ¡State 

Zip -———— Model & Size 
SORRY - NO C.O.D.'s 











Its About To. Happen 


April Showers 


ROAD ATLANTA: On April 16, Road At- 
lanta will host its second National Cham- 
pionship Road Race, and on the same 
weekend there will be qualifying races for 
the summer Inter-Am series. This event 
will be on Road Atlanta's brand new mo- 
tocross course located in the infield area of 
the road circuit. The Husqvarna team and 
Malcolm Smith helped to set up. 

Road Atlanta is on Georgia Highway 
#53, five miles west of Interstate #85, 
near Gainesville. The camping area has 
been expanded since the hotels in Gaines- 
ville flood over at race time; the camping 
fee is $2.00 per vehicle. The track is five 
miles away from the Lake Linear Recrea- 
tion Area, the largest in the South. It too 
has camping, boating and swimming etc. 

The one and one-half million dollar 
roadracing course is 2.52 miles long with 
twelve turns. The longest straight is made 
up of 4200 feet of pavement. Road Atlanta 
is a beautiful, European-type road circuit, 
layed out in some rolling hills. Top bike 
speed on the straight is about 140 mph. 
Last year’s lap record was set by Kel Car- 
ruthers, at 93.52 mph. 

Cal Rayborn described the course last 
year in a pre-race bull session: “First you 
go around this right-hander and up this 
hill, see. Then you go right and left and 
right and left down this hill, see. Then you 
go up another hill and around a sharp 
right onto a rolling straight, then down a 
hill and onto the main straight. See, noth- 
in’ to it” Perhaps not, for Rayborn. 

The changes for ’72 include an Expert 
and Junior combined 50-mile lightweight, 
and a Junior big-bike event. At press time, 
there were negotiations for national televi- 
sion coverage in progress. 

More on the race can be found from, 
Road Atlanta Corporation, 4183 North- 
east Expressway, Atlanta, Georgia 30340. 
Telephone: 404/934-2600. 


100 FALLEN TIMBERS NATIONAL: 
This 100-mile National Championship En- 
duro, hosted by the Glass City Motorcycle 
Club of Delta, Ohio, will begin at the Delta 
Motor Sport Park and travel into the Mau- 
mee State Forest area. The event has been 
set for April 16, which is a few weeks later 
than the date for the past three years. The 
Glass City Club hopes the soggy-wet, post- 
freeze condition will have cleared in the 
forest by this time of year. (Last year’s 
event saw thirty-six finishers out of four- 
hundred entries.) 

Jack Lehto, silver medal winner at the 


I.S.D.T. for Husqvarna , assisted in laying 
out the run this year. The terrain in the 
forest area, while mostly flat is tightly 
wooded. The course is setup for the “B” 
rider, with a twenty-four mph average. 
There will be three “A” classes and seven 
in the “B” category, also powder-puff, sen- 
ior, and team trophies will be awarded. 

Delta, Ohio is twenty miles outside To- 
ledo where hotel/motel facilities are plenti- 
ful. The Glass City Motorcycle Club is 
providing camping on its thirty-eight acres 
of ground. 

Four-hundred entries will be accepted 
on a first-come basis with a fee of $10.00. 
The last date for entries is April 2. 

For racing, or sleeping, or etc. informa- 
tion, you can contact Hal Graham, 1125 
Park Lane, Toledo, Ohio 43615. Tele- 
phone: 419/531-2353. 


BLUE RIDGE NATIONAL: On April 30, 
the Blue Ridge Motorcycle Club will be 
holding its first national enduro champion- 
ship event. The plan for the 100-mile 
course is to keep it as “easy as possible” 
and still challenge the “A” rider. The rea- 
soning behind this stems from the fact that 
Eastern enduros have been plagued with 
bad weather for so long that many events 
have been unrideable. There will be a cou- 
ple of good tight sections with no more 
than one rocky area. It’s going to be a 
time-keeping run. 

There will be ten trophies in the “A” 
and “B” classes, with five additional tro- 
phies in the powder puff, senior, and team 
categories. Four-hundred entries will be 
accepted on a first-come basis. The fee is 
$10.00 until April 1 and $12.00 post-race. 

A local cable television network will be 
showing the event. 

For any further information, you can 
call or write: The Blue Ridge Motorcycle 
Club, P.O. Box 82, Martinsville, Virginia 
24112. Telephone: 703/647-7711. 


AMDRA: Atco’s pre-season opener will 
take place on April 30 under the stars. 
There will be seventy-five classes of AM- 
DRA racing and three-money eliminator 
brackets. The course will open at 4:00 
P.M. The opening race this year will be 
held on May 14th, with the traditional, 
“Mother's Day Special.” 


AMA NOTE: The AMA National Cham- 
pionship one-mile, twenty-five lap event 
scheduled for April 29 in Phoenix, Arizo- 
na has been cancelled. © 
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ENDUROS —Full coverage Silver RT, Maroon GT and Gold DT available in _ RACERS=— Official Yamaha Racing Colors. Full coverage and 
fiberglass only. The same three colors also available as standard models in your standard models available in fiberglass only. Full coverage 
choice of Polycarbonate or fiberglass. Free MX smoked grey visor packed with model packed with free flip-up shield and tear-off mud lens. 
each standard helmet. Sizes: small, medium, large and extra large. - Sizes: small, medium, large and extra large. 





Safety, quality and styling. You 
get all three in the exciting new 
Yamaha helmet line. You also get 
to choose from three series: 
Enduros, Streets and Racers. With 
styling, color coordinated with 
most of the bikes in Yamaha's line 
for '72. All are lightweight, 
comfortable, and made of either 
Polycarbonate or fiberglass to 





ernten 














STREETS — Available in Polycarbonate, standard models only. Your choice of MINT S—Full coverage and standard models, made 
green, bronze or blue striping. Optional bolt-on “Retrofit” full-coverage of high-quality fiberglass. Colors are perfectly 
= conversion to match each stripe color. Sizes: small, medium, large and extra large. matched to the new JT-2 Mini-MX. And, identical to 
5 x those worn by Yamaha Racers. Available in child’s =. 
size only. 





meet the most stringent Racers. Yamaha safety helmets smoked-grey visor. When you 
requirements for safety and are available in standard and buy any of our full-coverage 
quality. In fact, these U.S.A. full-coverage styles. Our street Enduros or Racers you get a free 
manufactured helmets exceed helmets even come with an flip-up face shield and tear-off 
MS&ATA, Z90.1-1966 standards, optional full-face conversion we mud lens. And, the only place you 
and are SHCA certified (the best call “Retrofit,” ideal for riding in can get these helmets is at your 
approvals a helmet can get). cold or inclement weather. Yamaha dealer’s Safety Center. 
The styling speaks for itself. With But that’s not all. When you buy See him today. He’s got a better 
wind-swept graphics patterned any standard helmet in the looking helmet to match almost 
after those worn by Yamaha Enduro series, you get a free MX any bike. Protect any head. 
SYAMAHA 
May u CIRCLE MO Ss ON HEADER SERVICE PAGE 

















Bic 
Wheel. 





Is our new 750 cc. 


Leader of the big BMW line. 
Solid. Silent. Fast. 

Hop on. BMW’s new Big Wheel 
puts all kinds of power in your hands. 
Power to flatten hills. Straighten turns. 
Ride all day at top highway speeds. 


Punch the electric starter. 
You’re tapping into the reliable Bosch 
electrical system. A 12-volt 3-phase al- 
ternator and 15-Ah battery turn you on. 
Every time. There’s even a manual choke 
for easy starting in any weather. 


Listen to the quiet BMW hum. 
The fully-enclosed shaft drive turns 
silently in its oil bath. Never needs ad- 
justment. And it’s so precisely mated to 
BMW's famous flat twins, you get more 
power with less vibration. Less friction. 
Everything stays cooler, too, because air 


circulates all around the horizontal 
heads as you ride. 

Keep going. You'll find BMW’s 
Big Wheel is quick, responsive. Like a 
trained athlete. You can lean this bike 
through a tight corner and come up with 
the agility of a lightweight. 

When you get back to your 
BMW dealer, don’t miss the exciting new 
500 and 600 cc machines. They’re great 
partners for the big one. 

BMW 750. It’s a Big Wheel. 
For real. 


See your nearest BMW dealer or write. Butler & Smith, 
Inc. Sole U.S. Importer. East: Box H, Norwood, New Jersey 
07648. West: 135 East Stanley St., Compton, Calif. 90220. 
Canada: BMW Motorcycle Distributors, Willowdale, Ont. 


BMW 


Bavarian Motor Works 
Munich, City of the Olympics. 


CIRCLE NO. 40 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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NO MORE THAN YOU WOULD EXPECT FROM HONDA, AND NO LESS: AN ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT, 
INSPIRED ENGINE, SUPERB STYLING, CAREFUL DETAILING, AND TOO MUCH WEIGHT. 


e American Honda finally quieted all the rumors which preceded 
their new dirt bike at the annual press/dealer convention in Las 
Vegas this January. In final form it emerged as an overhead-cam 
250cc single that breathes through four valves. 

Honda dealers had been crying for real off-road bikes for years. 
Ever since Yamaha’s retailers got their DT-1s some six years ago, 
the din has become louder and more emotional. Since Honda was 
able to sell all the currently designed bikes and spare parts they 
could possibly build, the progress in building serious off-road bikes 
was gradual. 

The first semi-legitimate answer was the SL-350 K1, whose engine 
was that of a street CB-350 with modified breathing components to 
produce dirt-bike power characteristics. The SL’s frame and engine 
were lightened considerably and the bike was given a well-compro- 
mised street/trail steering geometry, but weight and its forward-bi- 
ased distribution in the SL-350 were important drawbacks to making 
that machine a serious off-road bike. 

The SL-125 is the second bike that we consider to be a real off- 
road effort by Honda. Its engine started life in the CB-100 street bike 
with a smaller piston and closer-ratio gears. Although we have yet to 
do a test on the SL-125, we have ridden them many miles on non- 
duty outings. It is a more humane bike than its bigger brothers and 
competitors, feeling a lot like an enthusiastic burro at the leisurely 
pace defined by its primary design. The shock absorber spring rates 
and damping forces are set to be most effective for the low accelera- 
tion rates encountered when there is a relatively long time interval 
between bumps. The engine’s remarkably smooth and quiet docility 
seem to be aimed at rather pacific people who respect and enjoy 
communing with nature. Fair high-speed capabilities and incredible 
hill climbing ability can be had from the bike if the rider is sufficient- 
ly experienced. You must get quite a run at very steep climbs, but 
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HONDA 
L-250 


MOTOSPORT 





Four valves reduce valve-train inertia and provide more useful valve area. 


the rear tire doesn't rip up the ground as it gets you to the top of the 
hill. Yet, when well prepared and properly equipped, the SL-125 
K2’s light weight and correspondingly unpunishing ride will allow 
astounding performance. At this year’s International Six Days Trial, 
Leroy Winters won a gold medal with a bike prepared by American 
Honda. 

With the XL-250 Motosport, Honda’s engineers started with a 
clean sheet of drafting paper. The previous dirt bikes had all been 
developed from engines that had been originally designed for street 
machines. With design conception so pre-limited, the street/dirt ratio 
on the earlier bikes was limited to about 30:70 with the favor toward 
dirt. The design target with the 250 has been pinpointed at 10:90, 
hence the new model designation of XL. It seems rather ironic that 
those initials are also those of the Harley-Davidson Sportster series. 


CYCLE 
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The new Honda engine is the strongest of all the 250 production off-roaders; with a custom frame, it’ll be a real threat in competition. 





PHOTOGRAPHY: LARRY WILLETT 





Given their design freedom, Honda’s engineers sketched out what they 
knew they had to have for an off-road engine. The power plant had to be 
as compact in all exterior dimensions and as light as possible within the 
bounds of practicality. Once the piston displacement was decided upon, a 
factor largely selected through marketing considerations, the R&D boys 
began their juggle of compromises between weight and heat dissipation 
and load bearing. And, as the Japanese so quickly realized, the engine 
must be able to stand the strain of the inevitable hop-up. 

Cylinder bore was set at 74mm, and the stroke 57.8mm, giving a ratio 
of 1.28:1 and a considerably more drastic oversquare engine than on any 
previous Honda production unit. The short stroke allowed the engine to 
be very short, but created other problems. For any given cylinder capaci- 
ty, a certain amount of valve area must be provided in order to get 
enough air in the cylinder to develop a respectable level of horsepower. 
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Gear selector mechanism is idiot-proof, tough, and extremely accurate. 


To have put two valves of sufficient diameter in the XL-250 head 
would have created two major related problems. The weight of two 


large valves would have seriously limited rpm, and the valves would 


have had to be so far apart that the additional necessary rocker-arm 
weight would have really compounded the matter. To solve the 
problem, Honda’s men called on their vast store of racing engine 
knowledge. The numbers on the computer cards translated to what 
they had suspected: simply put in four valves and solve all the space 
and weight problems at once. The area of the four smaller valves was 
significantly greater than could have been obtained from two valves 
that would have fit into the same space, and the rocker-arms could 
be made extremely short and rigid. Too, the sparkplug could be 
placed in the center of the combustion chamber for better combus- 
tion flame control. 

Conventional-looking ports lead to and from the valve area, but 
before getting to the valve guides, each port is divided by a flow 
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separating crotch between the valves. A 28mm Keihin slide-type 
carb is rubber-mounted on both ends to prevent vibration from ef- 
fecting its control of the mixture of gas and air. Before air is allowed 
to touch the throat of the carb, it is thoroughly cleansed by a func- 
tionally beautiful air cleaner. The air box for the filter is first 
screened by a two-stage plastic grate at its entrance, just under the 
front of the seat. Drains in the bottom of the air box allow any water 
to escape. Inside the box, an oil soaked polyurethane foam bag is 
stretched over several layers of stainless steel wire-screen frame- 
work. After several days of testing in extremely dusty semi-desert 
conditions, only very faint traces of dirt were observed in the mouth 
of the carb. 

Exiting from the other port is a 30mm (inside diameter) exhaust 
pipe that sweeps up past the left side of the cylinder before connect- 
ing to a highly efficient and very effective Brooklands-type muffler. 
Employing the California Highway Patrol standard, the XL pro- 
duced a reading of 83 dB(A) (extremely quiet) on our General Radio 
sound level meter. Both the exhaust pipe and muffler, as well as the 
perforated leg guard, are finished in flat-black heat-resistant paint. 

Back inside the cylinder head, a short two-lobed cam is driven by 
a chain from the crankshaft. Valve lash adjustment is accomplished 
with conventional adjuster screws at the ends of each valve. The 
rocker box and cylinder head split at the centerline of the camshaft 
for extremely easy servicing of the breathing components. The flat- 
topped semi-wedge piston creates a modest 9.1:1 compression ratio 
to ensure cool running during long pulls in deep sand. 

Sparks for combustion are created in an energy-transfer-type mag- 
neto which gets its primary current from a flywheel alternator on the 
left end of the crankshaft. Breaker points and a very limited spark- 


Intake port is divided upstream of valve-heads—a casting masterpiece! 
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With the engine located fairly far back in the frame, aviating the 250's front end is delightfully easy—but steering precision tends to suffer. 


advance mechanism are mounted on the end of the camshaft in typical 
Honda fashion. A high-tension transformer up under the gas tank per- 
forms the high-voltage trick. The magneto flywheel is unique in that it 
is “inside out,” like that on a CZ Moto-X bike. This arrangement places 
the center of the flywheel mass farther inboard than the normal ar- 
rangement, and works to decrease bearing loads caused by shaft flexure. 
Servicing and inspection of the low tension coils is also made a lot easier 
by this arrangement. 

The extremely rigid short-stroke crankshaft is supported on both 
sides by roller bearings that are dowel-located to prevent any radial 
creeping. Spatial arranging is so tight that one side of the crankshaft is 
undercut slightly to provide clearance for one of the transmission gears. 

Despite the straight-cut spur-type primary gears, there is no whine in 
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the drive train. A massive die-cast aluminum seven-plate clutch trans- 
fers engine torque to a straightforward five-speed gearbox that looks 
much like the ones in the 350 twins. The only unique thing we saw there 
was the clutch pushrod: it is a hollow tube with 8mm diameter bearing 
balls welded to both ends. 

Lubrication/cooling of the engine is via a high-efficiency trochoid- 
type pump, which forces enormous volumes of 20W-50 oil through 
every bearing and shaft in the engine. Flow rates and pressures are very 
elaborately regulated by labyrinths and orifaces to make temperature 
gradients very gradual throughout the engine. The traditional Honda 
centrifugal and screen oil filters take out the odd metal and clutch plate 
bits that normally separate from their components. 

The engine side covers are obviously an exercise in Honda’s continual 
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manufacturing experimentation. They are 
die-cast magnesium alloy! These are the only 
mag pieces on the XL, but we suspect that 
they are the forerunners to all-mag engines 
on Honda’s semi-race production bikes. 
Naturally, the crankcases on the 250 are di- 
vided horizontally to allow the same quick 
servicing as most all the current Japanese 
bikes. 

Moving away from the beautifully com- 
pact engine, we found many other areas of 
innovation in the suspension and wheel de- 
partments. In the front forks, Honda has 
progressed from the cavitation-prone hole- 
in-the-stanchion-tube-type hydraulic damp- 
ing to a central piston arrangement as pio- 
neered by Ceriani. Coupled with the new 
pumping are slim, lightweight aluminum sli- 
der tubes and hard-chromed stanchion tubes 
to resist wear. Even though the stanchions 
are directly exposed to dirt, the mirror finish 
on the tubes and the perfectly effective oil 
seals allowed not a trace of oil to appear 
during our test. 


Down below the forks is the new conical 
aluminum wheel hub. The small side of the 
hub, opposite the brake, has a steel spoke 
ring riveted to its flange to provide extra 
strength. Out beyond the spokes, next to the 
2.75 x 21-inch front tire, are the nicest alu- 
minum rims we've ever seen. Besides being 
made from an extremely tough alloy, the 
sides of the rims don’t have those raised side 
dishes that other rims use to catch and hold 
an extra 10 pounds of mud. In our four days 
of punishment, all the spokes stayed tight 
and there was not a single ding in either rim. 

The rear hub is of the spool type, similar 
to the Yamaha and Kawasaki units. A rub- 
ber-bushed shock absorber is incorporated. 
A similar (wider and smaller diameter) rim 
is used at the rear to mount a 4.00 x 18 Nitto 
Trials tire. 

Two separate springs on the rear shocks 
provide accurately-controlled dual-rate 
cushioning. A five-way adjustable spring 
cam allows for different terrain and rider 
weight. Alternate top mounting positions for 





the shocks on the frame of the XL-250 pro- 
vide further spring-effect adjustment. 

A 2.3-inch diameter backbone tube runs 
in a gentle arc from the frame’s steering 
head to the swingarm pivot/rear engine 
mount boss. A single cradle tube runs down 
from the steering head to connect under the 
engine with tubes coming from the top 
shock absorber complex. The frame appears, 
if anything, to be too sturdy. After experi- 
encing some random frame breakage on 
their SL-350 bikes that were ridden in com- 
petition, Honda is taking no chance on this, 
their first declared all-out dirt bike. We 
weren’t able to determine the actual wall 
thicknesses of the frame tubes, but they are 
very stout. We had halfway expected to see 
high-alloy steel tubing, perhaps even heat- 
treated after welding, used in the XL’s 
frame. That way, it could have been much 
lighter. But even Honda would have found 
such a method extremely expensive. And 
one of the marketing goals for the XL is to 

(Continued on page 126) 


HONDA XL-250 250cc OFF-ROAD 


Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front 


i =| Gera NER 


Brake, front 


Brake swept area 
Specific brake loading 
Engine type 

Bore and stroke 


Piston displacement 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 





Air filtration 





Ignition 
Bhp @ rpm 





Fuel capacity 
Oil capacity 





Lighting 
Battery 





Gear ratios, overall 





Wheelbase 
Seat height 
Ground clearance 





Curb weight 
Test weight 














O SECONDS 10 
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Instruments 





Top speed 


Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 


POE $N.A. 
ZL OMIM. X 2I Im 


N EE E 4.00 in x 18 in. 


GS im X lin; 


SOHC single 
2.91 in. x 2.68 in., 
74mm x 57.8mm 


Keihin; 28mm 
Oiled, polyurethane foam 
Energy-transfer magneto 


(1) 23.52 (2) 16.66 (3) 12.80 
(4) 10.0 (5) 8.06 


31 in., with rider 

7.5 in., with rider 

287 Ibs., with %-tank of gas 
447 lbs., with rider 
Speedometer, re-set odometer 
tachometer 





CYCLE 


The principle is the same. 





Start with an inquiring mind. Add a passion for making 
things work. Then combine these qualities with a love of 
machines and a craftsman’s hands, and you’ve got a natural 
born mechanic. 

When the Air Force gets hold of a guy like that, they’ll 
spend thousands of dollars to train him to be a master at 
his skill. And from automotive repair to computer mainte- 
nance, the skills the Air Force teaches can be as valuable 
out of the service as in it. 

What are you interested in? Whether. you know for sure 
or not, you’ve got to be interested in what an Air Force 
skill can mean to your future. And right now, as a special 
incentive, your local Air Force recruiter has a selection of 
jobs that he can guarantee you before you enlist. You just 
make your choice, and the skill of your life is locked in 
your future. 

One more good reason to go Air Force is the recent pay 
raise that almost doubles your starting salary as an airman. 

For more information, mail in the coupon. Or, call 


The potential is different. 





800-631-1972 toll free for the address of your nearest Air 
Force representative.” 

Let the Air Force take your potential and make the most 
of it. 
*In New Jersey call 800-962-2803 
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| U.S. AIR FORCE RECRUITING SERVICE | 
| DIRECTORATE OF ADVERTISING (APV) | 
| RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE 

| TEXAS 78148 

| Name | 
| High School. 

| Address | 
| City. State = Zip | 
| Phone. Date of Bith —— | 
| I understand there is no obligation. | 
= be: Be 





Find yourself in the Air Fone 
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STUNTMAN 


Everything from a double-decker bus to a 
VW dunebuggy had been parked next to the 
empty motocross track at Indian Dunes, 
north of Los Angeles. This oddball assort- 
ment of vehicles belonged to a motion pic- 
ture crew, here to film a motorcycle chase 
sequence at the top of a cliff south of the 


motocross track. The early-morning sun em-- 


phasized the wrinkles in the surrounding 
mountains, and the air still held a chilly bite. 

Only a few of the assembled vehicles 
could make it through the river and up the 
side of the hill to the location, so the trucks 

‘ that could do it were running a shuttle serv- 
ice. Somebody flagged down a four-wheel- 
drive Dodge; Bill Delaney and I crawled 
aboard. We ricocheted off each other, and 
Bill cradled his camera cases protectively 
while the truck bucked and bounced across 
the sandy riverbed and clawed its way up 
the steep hillside. 

The truck made one last desperate lunge 
and pulled out on a gently rolling grassy 
meadow at the top of the hill. The north end 
of the meadow next to the cliff was a scene 
of mass confusion, so we headed that way. 
The people in the camera crew, wearing 
patches that said “Cine Mobile,” were posi- 
tioning three or four 35mm Arriflex cameras 
on'heavy wooden tripods with fluid-drive 
heads. There were cases and cases of lenses 
to be distributed, and battery belts, and a 
helmet camera to be fussed with. The sound 
man had set up his tiny Naagra tape record- 
er and was checking out a microphone. The 
script lady checked her script. There were 
rent-a-cops, firemen, grips, and others 
whose duties seemed unclear. 

Another crew consisted of the stuntmen 
and their technicians. A couple of the stunt- 
men were out playing around on the mead- 
ow, riding 400 Cross Husqvarnas. 

Two empty canvas chairs sat near the 
cameras. One was labeled ‘‘Charles Bron- 
son””; the other one said ‘Mr. Winner.” 
Charles Bronson was prowling around un- 
obtrusively. Michael Winner, the director, 
was very much in evidence. A short English- 
man wearing an Afro hairstyle, Winner 
looked to be in his late thirties. 

Bill Delaney pointed out a handsome 
blond-headed guy who was working with 
the stuntmen, and said, “Hey, I know that 
guy; we used to go surfing a lot together.” 
Bill wandered off to say hello to his surfing 
friend, and I hunted down the Public Rela- 
tions man to find out what was happening. 
He turned out to be a real live human being 
named Bob Werden—the only nonplastic 
movie PR man I have ever met—and Wer- 
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“Alan Gibbs is the stunt coordinator for this film, 
and he’s a great stuntman himself—good at every- 
thing. He does all the things that everybody else 
won’t do because they’re afraid they’ll get 
killed.”—Jan Michael Vincent, second lead. 


den didn’t have the faintest idea what was 
happening. Only God and Michael Winner 
knew that, because Winner was a director 
who liked to keep things to himself. But the 
movie, called The Mechanic, was about a 
professional killer, played by Charles Bron- 
son. Today the crews would be shooting a 
sequence wherein the killer, riding a 400 
Husky, chases one of his victims—a Mafiosi 
of capo or consiglieri rank, who has played 
fast and loose with his fellow Mafia chiefs. 
The victim is also riding a 400 Husky, and 
the killer hounds his victim off a cliff. Just 
like real life. 

Werden said that Winner was a man who 
insisted upon realism at any price, and that 
Winner had gotten the best stunt crew he 
could find for this film. I glanced at a synop- 
sis of the storyline: cars crashing into each 
other, a pellet gun that is used to set off an 
explosive charge—James Bond stuff. Amaz- 
ing. But realism? Badly. puzzled, I finally 
concluded that maybe when these movie 
people talked about realism, they meant re- 
alism in execution, not in content. I won- 
dered what kind of mind it took to think in 
those terms—the realistic shooting of an un- 
realistic story. 

Bill Delaney was still talking with his old 
surfer friend, an actor in his early twenties 
named Jan Michael Vincent. Jan, who plays 
the second lead in The Mechanic, was talk- 
ing about the film. “Two more weeks here, 
and then we're going to Naples for-three 


All they had to do was 

ride two 400 Huskys off 

a cliff. Each Husky 

carried a dummy rider, 

a bomb and a napalm charge. 
The margin of error was 

one inch. The penalty 

was certain death. 


BY FRANK CONNER 


PHOTOGRAPHY: BILL DELANEY 











weeks to run cars off the Amalfi coast. This 
picture is all action—there’s no art in it. But 
itll have a lot of good stuff. The bike chase 
scene is gonna be really good, ‘cause these 
guys go for it.” 

I asked him who would be doing the stunt 
riding today. 

“J.N. Roberts and Alan Gibbs. They’re 
those two guys riding around out there now. 
I rode here with Alan last Sunday, trying to 
follow him. My God, he almost killed me; I 
hadn’t ridden a motorcycle in a year. 

“Alan is the stunt coordinator for this 
film, and he’s a great stuntman himself— 
good at everything. He does all the things 
that everybody else won’t do because they’re 
afraid they’ll get killed.” 

J.N. and Alan had selected the course 
they were going to take across the meadow 
toward the cliff for the chase scene; they 
rode slowly back and forth along that 
course, discussing what they would do and 
when. Then Alan rode up-to the cameras, 
took a long look through one of the view- 
finders, and told the cinematographers how 
he and J.N. would ride. Then Gibbs got into 
an earnest conversation with Winner. 

J.N. Roberts—who almost everyone 
knows as a fantastic desert racer—rode up, 
climbed off the Husky, and unstrapped his 
helmet. He is a short, slender man 30 years 
old, who often tries to look 35, but today 
was looking a youthful 25. Among stran- 
gers, J.N. is sometimes shy and stiff and re- 
served. It’s almost as if he didn’t want peo- 
ple to see him; he blanks off his face to con- 
vince them that there’s nobody home behind 
his eyeballs. He’d prefer that people saw 
only a perfect piece of riding done by a rider 
named J.N. Roberts. He is polite, but he sel- 
dom volunteers anything to strangers; if he 
didn’t know and like you, he could be wear- 
ing six wristwatches and he still wouldn’t 
give you the time of day. 

But among his friends and co-workers, 
J.N. is a different person. And today—smil- 
ing, joking, moving gracefully, full of life— 
he was radiating a quiet self-confidence. It 
was easy to see that he and the rest of the 
stunt crew shared a deep mutual respect, 
born of performance during past dangers. 

I asked J.N. if the stunt crew usually 
made their plans as they went along. 

“No. We generally have it all carefully 
planned out in advance, but this time it’s 
quite a bit different. We have to follow the 
director’s lead, and that guy likes to work 
this way:. . .” 

J.N. introduced me to Alan Gibbs, saying, 
“Alan is probably the best motorcycle stunt 
guy in the business, as far as riggin’ things 
and getting things done is concerned.” 

J.N. is not one to pass out compliments 
lightly. He was working for Alan on this 
film, and coming from anybody else, his 
comment would have been pure bootlicking. 
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But J.N. Roberts is hardly a bootlicker. 

Alan was getting fitted with a helmet 
camera, and it wasn’t working right. He was 
obviously impatient to begin the shot, and 
he was being careful to keep his control. He 
sent people off for tape, wiring, and a new 
battery belt. 

When the helmet camera was working, 
J.N. and Alan fired up their Huskys and ran 
through the chase scene three times. J.N. 
rode in front, and Alan filmed him. They 
ran the length of the meadow, down through 
a dip, sailed over a four-foot jump, and rode 
past us to the edge of the hillside. It looked 
like medium-fast enduro riding. 

Then Alan took off his camera helmet and 
put on a regular Bell Star, and he and J.N. 
rode back to their starting point at the other 
end of the meadow. There they waited while 
the cameramen got ready to shoot the same 
scene with their tripod-mounted Arriflexes. 
Michael Winner shouted, “Roll ’em!” Then 
he waved a white handkerchief, shouting, 
“Action!” Alan chased J.N. over the same 
course as before. But this time J.N. rode past 
us and disappeared down the forty-five de- 
gree slope toward the cliff, and Alan hogged 
the bike over, dumping it near the cameras. 
Alan—dressed as the killer—was doing this 
to avoid running off the cliff the way his 
victim (J.N.) had. i 

J.N. reappeared. Alan, limping, got up 
and restarted the Husky. He had trouble 
with it, because it had loaded up when he 
dropped it. 


J.N. Roberts and Alan Gibbs whistle down the hill 
and towards the cliff, running wide open on a pair 
of 400 Huskies (opposite page). Gibbs (above, on 
left), setting up the sequence in which he will be 
yanked off his bike. 


They ran through that scene three more 
times before the director was satisfied. After 
the last run-through, Alan left the bike lying 
on its side. The crew moved the cameras 











toward the bike to film a closeup of Charles Bronson tumbling off the motor- 
cycle. J.N. had run about a hundred feet down the hill—out of sight of every- 
body—and then turned to the right, running along the edge of the crumbly 
cliff for about twenty feet before starting back up the hillside. His tire marks 
were three inches from the edge, following its curve exactly. Three inches 
from a two-hundred foot drop-off. Confidence? Riding ability? Yes. But also 
luck. Lots of it. 

The director decided that he needed a fill shot of J.N. in the air (after 
leaving the cliff); with the cameramen shooting from the ground, they could 
get the shot if J.N. would use the four-foot embankment as a jump. Time was 
growing short, so Alan and the rest of the stunt crew pitched in and planted 
sagebrush on the top of the embankment. 

The cameramen lay in a row on the ground, about twenty feet to the side of 
the jump. When they were ready, J.N. began his run. He took the jump at low 
rpm in third gear, and he didn't stay in the air very long. Then he made a 
series of spectacular jumps. But the director wasn't satisfied with the camera 
angle. Could they put a cameraman directly beneath the jump? Alan and J.N. 
talked it over. Surg. The cameraman lay down on his back about five feet 
away from the takeoff point, with a we-who-are-about-to-die-salute-you look 
on his face. 

J.N., looking just as easy and relaxed as before, jumped over the camera- 
man. Alan had been eyeballing the angles and distances. He talked with J.N., 
who nodded his head in placid agreement. Then Alan walked over to the 
cameraman and said, “Look, you can move about fifteen feet away from this 
bank if you want to get a better shot, and Jumbo will still miss you.” The 
cameraman looked even more unenthusiastic than before, but he moved. This 
time J.N. really got on the throttle, and he was moving right along when he 
hit the jump. He sailed a long way through the air, clearing the cameraman 
with plenty of room to spare. It was a take. 

Now the director wanted a shot of J.N. losing control of his bike at the edge 
of the cliff; this would explain why J.N. was about to go off the cliff. There 
was a handier cliff at the east end of the meadow, so the cameras were moved 
over there. Alan and J.N. studied the terrain and decided that J.N. ought to 
ride a few feet away from the edge of the cliff and wobble the forks violently to 

o (Continued on page 98) 


Gibbs” bike loaded up on first pass towards the ramp; Alan laid it 
down as gently as possible (far left), and everybody held their 
breath, waiting for the bomb to go off. It didn’t. Alan discusses 
scene with director Winner (above); Jan Michael Vincent listens 
in. Below, rigging the dummy and re-arming the. bomb. And 
then the jerk-off: cable snaps taut, and Gibbs is snatched. 














uss March is a big man with a tough job. He’s 
Executive Director of the American Motor- 
cycle Association, a post which he’s held for about 
a year-and-half. March has been leading, shoving 
and maneuvering the AMA into new areas where 
the organization can serve the needs of the average 
motorcyclist in the 1970s. For the AMA which has 
functioned only as the “American Motorcycle 
Racing Association,’ the new March leadership 
has been quite a change. Traditionally, the motor- 
cycle industry has clutched the reins of power; the 
industry’s representatives, working through the 
Executive Committee, have set policy for the 
AMA, hired the administrators, given them or- 
ders—and fired them. 

Russ March, had he wished, could have inched 
along, not making waves, and allowed the AMA to 
keep sliding into the obscurity of a small industry- 
controlled racing organization. But he didn’t. He 
decided to organize the association and begin tack- 
ling some of the problems that had been allowed to 
build up over the years. He knew his decision 
might bring him into head-on conflict with the in- 
dustry people—his bosses. He might enrage so 
many people so quickly that he’d get booted out in 
a year or less. 

But March has savvy, and he knows how to hus- 
tle. Tall and beefy at 34 years, he was a Honda 
roadman back in the early 1960s. Later, he worked 
for the Buco division of American Safety Equip- 
ment, first as a roadman, then later as their Na- 
tional Sales Manager. According to Ed Young- 
blood, the AMA’s P.R. Director, March doesn’t 
get sidetracked with the small stuff. “He just sniffs 
his way through to the main problem, and he 
latches on to that, and he shakes it to death.” 

Sniffing and shaking big problems—and making 
major changes—are tough things to do. How does 
March manage it? Youngblood offers a two-point 
explanation. 

“Russ has two things going for him. First, he’s 
logical—what he says makes a lot of sense. Second, 
he’s tremendously enthusiastic about the opportu- 
nity to do something worthwhile for motorcycle 
riders. That’s a hard combination to buck. The 
people working for him and the people he’s work- 
ing for seem to think he’s making the right moves, 
so they’re going along with him. He demands a lot 
from his employees, but he works just as hard as 
we do, and he gets us enthusiastic too. He’s a good 
one to work for.” 

During the Long Beach motorcycle show earlier 
this year, the AMA held a meeting for the motor- 
cycle press. Russ March started off the meeting 
with some really interesting comments. He said, 
“Last year was a challenge to the AMA, the indus- 
try, and the sport. For the AMA it was a turn- 
around year. We had to recognize the problems we 
have encountered during previous years—face 
them, and realize what they were. We had to de- 
cide what to do about them. If anything. Could we 
cope with them, or not, and if so, how? It took a 
lot of thought. 

“People asked me questions that were damned 
good, but I had no answers for them, because I 
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didn’t know either. The information just wasn’t in 
our files. I didn’t know how to go about getting the 
answers. We were floundering. 

“So we went back to the basics. What were the 
existing priorities of the AMA? What should they 
be? As it was, we were putting most of our effort 
into professional racing—five of our twelve staff 
members were involved in that. 

“We will continue to improve our professional 
racing programs, but only a very small percentage 
of AMA members are—or will become—profes- 
sional racers. We will also work to improve our 
amateur competition programs, but amateur riders 
do not constitute the majority of our membership. 
In the past we had applied very little manpower 
toward developing real benefits for the majority of 
our members who do not race, and that was the 
area that we felt we should concentrate on. 

“So our first step was to decide what kind of job 
the AMA should do. The next step was to struc- 
ture the AMA to do that job. In the process, we 
tried to get away from one-man rule. The AMA 
was beginning to work in a number of fields that 
required specialized skills and backgrounds—-more 
of those skills than any single person has. So we 
split up the organization into divisions, with the 
idea of getting division managers who had experi- 
ence, and giving them the authority to make the 
decisions that they could make best. 

“Then during the first part of 1971, I went re- 
cruiting. I was looking for the right people to run 
the divisions. We wanted heavyweights, not just 
people with pleasant personalities—we were 
searching for people who could get the job done. In 
some cases, the people were available within the 
motorcycle industry. In other cases, we had to go 
outside. In a few situations, we just could not find 
the man with the right qualifications to go to work 
for us, and then we hired the services of a consult- 
ing firm. 

“Our division heads set to work planning pro- 
grams that would fit the priorities we had decided 
upon. We are putting some of those programs into 
practice now. 

“Right from the beginning, we could see that if 
we were going to get the job done, we would need 
more manpower. To pay for our larger staff, we 
increased the annual membership dues from two 
dollars to seven dollars. Many people predicted 
that the increase would kill us—squeeze our mem- 
bership down to nothing—but it hasn’t worked 
that way. At the end of 1970, we had 108,000 
members. As of December 1971, we had 142,500 
members. We are shooting for a membership of 
225,000 at the end of 1972. 

“We are renting a larger building to house our 
41 fulltime employees, seven of whom will handle 
our professional racing program.) We are serious 
about serving the people who ride motorcycles.” 

Russ March is aiming the AMA toward two 
main goals: he wants AMA members to be able to 
have more fun riding their motorcycles; and he 
wants the AMA to provide its members with tangi- 
ble benefits worth far more to them than their an- 
nual dues. 


Probably the biggest rider-benefit coming out of 
the AMA hopper right now is insurance. There 
was no way that March could get the underwriters 
to develop experimental programs for motorcy- 
clists; underwriters don’t think in those terms. He 
needed to hire somebody who knew the insurance 
game inside and out, to develop programs and then 
beat the underwriters over the head to carry those 
programs. But March couldn’t find the right insur- 
ance man to put on the AMA payroll, so instead 
he hired a consulting company called Insurance 
Administrators, and he turned them loose on the 
insurance industry. 

Along came the implementation of a badly need- 
ed hospitalization program for amateur AMA 
competition riders. And for the increase in annual 
membership dues, each member got a $1000 life 
insurance policy. 

This year, the AMA is offering its members an 
optional program for more life insurance. The 
AMA thinks it sees a trend whereby oldline com- 
panies are beginning to refuse to pay if the policy- 
holder gets killed riding a motorcycle and hadn’t 
told the company that he was a motorcyclist, 
which would require him to pay higher premiums. 
And the AMA says it wants to have a good strong 
life insurance program running if the companies 
get serious about turning off the faucet to motorcy- 
clists. To the suspicious eye that may read like par- 
anoiac hardsell. Anyhow, the AMA says that its 
life insurance is the cheapest going. The $5000 pol- 
icy costs $14.10 a year if you’re under 30, and $29 
if you’re 40-44. For double the price, you can get 
$10,000 of coverage, and there are some other at- 
tractive options. 

But the really important insurance news for 
AMA members is the new motorcycle liability and 
theft coverage. The AMA says that its rates will be 
lower than anybody else’s, and that the insurance 
will be available to any AMA member. It will be 
available on six, nine, or twelve-month coverage, 
and when the member renews it, he gets a further 
10% discount, which more than covers the cost of 
his annual AMA dues. 

The insurance will be offered in all states, and in 
cities where no insurance company will write theft 
insurance at this time. The insurance will cover 
your bike even if somebody else is riding it; you’re 
covered if you are riding somebody else’s bike; and 
your passenger is covered too. 

The program has a lot of goodies, like paying the 
hauling cost if your bike breaks down on the road 
and you have to get it lugged in to the nearest 
dealer’s shop. There will be a $5000 bail bond. For 
lesser problems, the ID provides credit-card pay- 
ment of bail up to $200, to spring you immediately. 

If you want to know the AMA motorcycle in- 
surance premium rates for your state, write to: 
AMA/Insurance Administrators, Box 1, Wester- 
ville, Ohio 43081. 

The AMA is likewise becoming political. To do 
this, they have hired the services of a consultant 
named Bill Low, who—among other things—has 
managed the political activities of the Republican 
National Party. 
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PACE SHIELDS 


Paulson shields are the overwhelming 
choice of champion motorcyclists. This is 
because of the outstanding visual clarity 
and the extra measure of protection they 
afford. Look for and insist on the Paulson 
name on any face shield you buy. It’s your 
assurance that you’re buying the best. 
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Surprisingly, neither the AMA nor the in- 
dustry has ever compiled a list of politically 
active people at local, state, and national lev- 
els who are into motorcycling. At present, 
whenever a legislative problem arises, there 
is no way for the AMA (or other interested 
parties) to find out which politician might be 
pre-disposed to help solve the problem. So 
the AMA is asking the help of interested 
motorcyclists in getting the list started. If 
you know a politically active person who 
likes to ride motorcycles, please send his 
name and address and title on a postcard to 
POLITICO, AMA, Box 231, Worthington, 
Ohio 43085. In years to come, this list may 
be one of the AMA’s most useful assets. 

Many motorcyclists would like to learn 
their way around politics. Some would like 
to know how to go about getting repressive 
city ordinances killed. Others would like to 
know how to influence key elections so as to 
build up longterm goodwill between motor- 
cyclists and politicians. Politics can be a lot 
of fun, but it is a very special kind of ball- 
game. The realities of politics bear no rela- 
tion either to the high-school political-sci- 
ence descriptions, or to the you-can-buy- 
anybody-for-$1000 schools of thought. 

Bill Low says that getting results from 
politicians is much easier than most people 
think, if you know the ground-rules. So he is 
setting up a number of AMA political-action 
workshops to be held in nine cities this 
spring. The number of participants in each 
one-day workshop will be small, but the 
AMA will stay in each city long enough to 
see that all the people who want to attend 
have the opportunity to do so. 

These are the first tentative political steps. 
There will be more. Russ March feels that 
those political problems which affect motor- 
cycle riders are problems which the AMA 
should tackle. The political problems con- 
cerning the industry, the MIC (Motorcycle 
Industry Council) should handle. Along 
those lines, March made a fascinating com- 
ment: “At times, the industry and the AMA 
may disagree as to how to proceed, because 
what's best for the motorcycle industry is 
not always what's best for the motorcyclist. 
In those cases, there's only one way the 
AMA can go, because the motorcyclist is 
what we're all about.” If you were involved 
in motorcycling only a few years ago, you 
will appreciate just how basic a change in 
AMA thinking that statement represents. 

This year, the AMA is starting up a youth 
division, which is called Y-AMA. The youth 
division will set up a network of clubs for 
minibike and minicycle riders under 16. 
These clubs will set up controlled riding and 
competition activities. The emphasis will be 
upon safe off-road riding, land preservation, 
and finding ways for young riders to enjoy 
themselves without infuriating all their 


neighbors. The youth division came about 
because of the rash of local ordinances 
against minibikes, generated by unmuffled 
engines and vacant-lot riding. Many legisla- 
tors were complaining bitterly that neither 
the industry nor the AMA nor anybody else 
was doing anything at all to provide guid- 
ance to the kids. So now the AMA is doing 
something. For information about setting up 
or joining a Y-AMA club, see your dealer or 
write to the AMA. 

The AMA hasn’t forgotten about racing. 
It has received tentative approval from the 
FIM for the running of the 1973 Interna- 
tional Six Days Trial in the United States. 
The event is so huge that in many countries 
the government runs it. Per the usual re- 
quirement, the AMA will have to run a two- 
or-three day dress rehearsal in 1972, to satis- 
fy the FIM that it has the facilities to do the 
job. The AMA has asked its club for help in 
planning and running the ISDT, with a lot 
of enthusiastic response. The location for the 
event is now being selected. Some of the re- 
quirements are: a huge, sparsely populated 
area with the right kind of terrain for the 
event; a roadracing track; a computer for 
scoring; inexpensive accommodations for 
thousands of people; and cooperation from 
the various levels of government. 

Other things are happening. In keeping 
with March’s policy of close cooperation 
with the FIM whenever practical, all of the 
1972 AMA National Championship road- 
races will be run under FIM Formula 750 
rules (which were written to match the 
AMA roadracing rules, and have only minor 
variations). This will encourage FIM riders 
around the world to compete in our events. 

The AMA has cut a deal so that in 1972 
fifteen of the Nationals will get radio broad- 
cast coverage in a number of the larger cit- 
ies. The scoring of the Nationals has always 
been a hassle. In 1971, the AMA tried vid- 
eo-taping some of the events, to settle dis- 
putes. That worked, so the AMA has 
brought its own videotape equipment and 
will tape all of the Nationals this year. 

Those are some of the changes that have 
taken place since the first of the year. March 
is reluctant to talk about the other programs 
being planned by the AMA at this time— 
perhaps he remembers all the glowing past 
promises that were never fulfilled. But he 
says that a number of those programs now 
in the planning stage will be put into opera- 
tion before the end of the year. It is apparent 
that right now—little more than a year after 
being named the Executive Director—Russ 
March has begun to turn the AMA in new 
directions. He is fast changing the American 
Motorcycle Association into an organization 
that is being run solely for the benefit of the 
motorcycle riders, and that’s something 
we’ve been needing for along, longtime. © 
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Harley-Davidson 
outperformance... 
a matter of record. 





Supreme gas. 


"The road kings...Super Glide and Electra Glide. 
Smooth, sustained power from the industry’ S largest 
„production engine. 1200cc's of proven 
outperformance. On Electra Glide, a hydraulic 

disc brake up front. Two distinctive machines 

with a common heritage of the open road. 


from Harley-Davidson 
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power play. 
- When you think of power, Sportster's 
on your mind. With a full 1000cc's 
_for 1972. Tough and quick...tor the 
-. Street or the strip. Sportster 1000. . _ 
-XLCH or electric-start H.. two - 
machines that straighten it all out. . 


outperformance 
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Shortster. The hot new mini-cycle that’s mighty like a motorcycle. Powerful 
65cc two-stroke engine with integral three-speed transmission, wide-profile 
tires, full-sized levers and a handgrip throttle just like the big guys. Shortster. 
The little guy from the Harley-Davidson family of outperformers. 


escape mechanism, 


You're on your own with ai freedom-you-only 
dreamed. of. Moving- onto places you want to see 
with, people you: want to, know. ¡Leggero..Your way 

out_of-a. world you never made: 








the 1972 outperformers 





Super Glide. 1200cc OHV V-twin. 12-volt 
alternator. Bore, 3.437. Stroke, 3.968. 8:1 
CR. Multi-plate dry clutch. 4-speed gear- 
box. Tires: 3.75 x 19 front; 5.10 x 16 rear. 
Wheelbase, 62.75” 543 Ibs. 





Electra Glide. 1200cc OHV V-twin. 12-volt 
alternator. Bore, 3.437. Stroke, 3.968. 8:1 
CR. Front disc brake. Multi-plate dry 
clutch. 4-speed gearbox. Tires: 5.10 x 16 
front and rear. Wheelbase, 61.5” 722 Ibs. 





Sportster XLH. 1000cc OHV V-twin. 12- 
volt ignition, electric starter. Bore, 3.19. 
Stroke, 3.81. 9:1 CR. Multi-plate wet 
clutch. 4-speed gearbox. Tires: 3.75 x 19 
front; 4.25 x 18 rear. 2.25 gallon tank. 
Wheelbase, 58.5” 527 Ibs. 





Sportster XLCH. 1000cc OHV V-twin. 12- 
volt electrics. Bore, 3.19. Stroke, 3.81. 9:1 
CR. Multi-plate wet clutch. 4-speed gear- 
box. Tires: 3.75 x 19 front; 4.25 x 18 rear. 
2.25-gallon tank. Wheelbase, 58.5” 474 
Ibs. 





Sprint SX350 and SS350. 350cc OHV 
single. Bore, 2.91. Stroke, 3.15. 9:1 CR. 
Multi-plate dry clutch. 4-speed gearbox. 
Tires: 3.50 x 19 front; 4.00 x 18 rear. 
Wheelbase, 56.3” 298 Ibs. 





Sprint ERS. 350cc OHV single. %-speed 
Bendix-Scintilla magneto. Bore, 2.91. 
Stroke, 3.15. 10.5:1 CR. Multi-plate dry 
clutch. 4-speed gearbox. Tires: 3.50 x 19 
front; 4.00 x 18 rear. Wheelbase, 54” 
259 Ibs. 
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Rapido. 125cc 2-stroke single. Bore, 2.21. 
Stroke, 1.97. 7.65:1 CR. Multi-plate wet 
clutch. 4-speed gearbox. Street and trail 
sprockets. Tires: 3.00 x 19 front; 3.50 x 18 
rear. Wheelbase, 48” Ground clearance, 
6.3” 211.5 Ibs. 





Baja 100. 100cc 2-stroke single. Bore, 
1.97. Stroke, 1.97. 9.5:1 CR. Multi-plate 
wet clutch. 5-speed gearbox. Tires: 3.00 x 
21 front; 3.50 x 18 rear. Ground clearance, 
11.7” Wheelbase, 51.2” 212 Ibs. 





Leggero. 65cc 2-stroke single. Bore, 
1.732. Stroke, 1.654. 9:1 CR. Multi-plate 
wet clutch. 3-speed gearbox. Tires: 2.50 x 
17 front; 3.00 x 16 rear. Ground clearance, 
5.3" Wheelbase, 44.8” 140 Ibs. 





Shortster. 65cc 2-stroke single. Bore, 
1.732. Stroke, 1.654. Displacement, 3.89 
cu in. 3-speed gearbox. Tires: 3.00 x 10 


front and rear. Multi-plate wet clutch. E 
Wheelbase, 39.2” Ground clearance, 5.7” 
126 Ibs. 


Harley-Davidson Motor Co., Inc., Milwaukee, Wis. 53201 
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Observed 
Trials: The 
Next Big 


Observed trials, which has been around forev- 





Participant Sport 


er, has always appealed to a tiny group who en- 
joyed out-thinking the worst kinds of terrain they 
could find. Trials riders like to stretch their abili- 
ties to the limit in trying to get over or through 
obstacles that are almost impassable. Most trial- 
ers like to go their own way, making little effort 
to publicize their sport. But observed trials has 
some good things going for it, and the word is 
spreading—at long last, observed trials is becom- 
ing popular. 

Two kinds of riders are attracted to observed 
trials. Some are just passing through—they are 
aiming to become good enduro or motocross rid- 
ers. But they can learn the basics of rough-terrain 
riding far better from competing in trials for 
awhile than by starting out entering enduro or 


motocross events: “You can’t go fast if you don’t. 


know how to go slow.” Those riders generally 
grasp the basics of rough-ground riding in one 
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season of trials; afterwards, many of them 
move on, though some find all the challenge 
they need in bouncing over the big boulders. 

The hardcore trials competitors are peo- 
ple with families, heavy financial commit- 
ments and demanding jobs—people who 
love to compete on motorcycles but just can- 
not afford to risk serious injury. There is no 
guarantee that the trials rider won’t get 
hurt—occasionally somebody gets off wrong 
and breaks an arm or a leg—but a difficult 
trials section is usually more scarey than 
dangerous. 

Competitors range in age from eight to fif- 
ty-five. Many parents—who wouldn’t let 
their kids go anywhere near a racetrack— 
will permit them to ride trials, because this 
type of competition teaches the youngster to 
think about what he is doing with the bike. 
He soon learns to study the terrain and plan 
his ride carefully beforehand. And that’s a 
valuable habit for a motorcycle rider to 
adopt, no matter what kind of racing he is 
doing. Too, trials riding is a great way to 
develop coordination. 

Many people with sedentary jobs enjoy 
trials, because the rider doesn’t have to be a 
superman before he can compete successful- 
ly. Your forearms and leg muscles get 
toughened up, but you don’t have to be in 
top physical condition to ride trials. 

Most of the trials events held in various 
parts of the country follow the same general 
pattern. The course is laid out in a loop, two 
to fifteen miles around. This loop has eight 
to ten sections for each class of riders. The 
section is a path about four feet wide, 
marked off by tapes (or ribbons) that run 
from beginning to end and are tied to stakes. 
The object is to ride the path without put- 
ting a foot down for balance, dropping the 
bike, or running off the path. An observer at 
each section watches the rider and gives him 
penalty points if he makes a mistake. Each 
rider goes through all of his sections three 
times, which takes about three hours. 

Trials competition is usually divided into 
four classes, and there are a series of sections 
for each class. First is the women/children 
class, and the sections for their class can be 
ridden with almost any kind of trail bike; the 
owner of a Bultaco Sherpa T doesn’t have 
much advantage over the Honda 50 rider. 

The other classes are Novice, Junior, and 
Expert. The sections become more difficult 
for the advanced classes, and most of the 
serious trials riders use modified enduro 
bikes, or one of the three brands of 250cc 
Spanish trials bikes—Bultaco, Montesa and 
OSSA. 3 

Generally the trials competitor will walk a 


APRIL 1972 


( 


- precisely where the back wheel is—and 


where it’s going—is more important. as you climb the hill, you should lift your 
When you make a turn, the rear wheel™=front wheel over them, either by shifting 


straight at the curb and practice lifting the 
front end of the bike so that it would leave 
the ground a foot away from the curb, and 
just touch down on top of th 
= “Next came getting the back wheel up the 
curb. When you lift the front wheel, the rear 
shocks compress. They rebound, and as they 
do, you turn off the throttle and bring your 
body weight forward over the handlebars. 
The shocks top out and lift the rear wheel 
two or three inches off the ground. If you 
have timed it so that happens just as the rear 
wheel reaches the curb, the wheel will track . 
right up the curb, and you’ll hardly feel a 
bu 

“One of the most important things for a 
new trials rider to learn is how to be com- 
fortable when the rear tire is skidding. The 
natural inclination is to tighten up and put 
your foot down for balance. I got over that 
by practicing with the curb again. I’d just 
ride along the curb with my front wheel up 
on the curb and the rear wheel in the gutter. 

Then we asked Bob’s opinion as to how an That back wheel would skid from side to 
aspiring trials rider should practice for his side, and after awhile it stopped bothering 
first event. “The whole philosophy behind me. Now when I ride a section and the back 
observed trials is to learn one thing at a end moves around, i 
time—learn it well, and then go on to some- “The best way to pick up most of the oth- 
thing else. er basics is by riding in observed trials. For 
Probably the first thing that everybody example, a lot of riders have trouble with a 
needs to know is how to make sharp turns steep hillside that has a sharp turn right at 
while keeping both feet on the pegs. It’s best the top. It takes experience to learn just how 
to start on smooth ground, making tighter fast you should go to climb a particular hill 
and tighter circles to the right and to the left without overshooting or undershooting it. I 
until you can get the handlebars to full lock. like to build up a lot of speed when I’m first 
Then practice on rougher ground. That starting up the hill. Then I roll off the throt- 
teaches you a lot about balance and throttle tle and allow my momentum to carry me to 
control. the top. It’s hard to increase your momen- 

“The next thing to learn is where your tum on the way up—if you turn on too 
rear wheel is. You can look at your front much throttle, the rear wheel will lose trac- 
wheel and see what it’s doing, but knowing tion and dig a hole in the ground. 
“If there are rocks or bumps in your path 


section before riding it—studying the obsta- 
cles and deciding what kind of line he will 
take to get by them. Some of the obstacles 
will be loose, steep banks to go up or down; 
and sometimes there will be ledges or steps 
to be climbed or jumped from. Often there 
are abrupt turns at the crest or bottom of a 
bank. There may be off-camber turns, where 
the rider has to make a ninety-degree turn to 
the left or right on a steep hillside. Some- 
times there is a big mossy log to be jumped 
at an angle, deep sand, a patch of gooey 
mud, or a creekbed jammed with boulders. 

We asked Bob Nicholson, one of Southern 
California’s top trials riders, how the person 
who is interested can get into the sport. He 
said, “The best way is to read the regional 
motorcycle newspapers or magazines to find 
out where and when trials events are being 
held. Then just go to an event and spend the 
day watching the riders. That’ll give you a 
very clear picture as to what trials riding is 
all about.” 


follows a different line than the front wheel. 
To learn how to predict the line your rear 
wheel will take—relative to the front 
wheel—find a smooth place and mark off a 
sharp turn with a stick or chalk. Now put a 
small rock at the middle of the turn, off to it off until the wheel has gone over the rock. 
one side. Ride through the turn. Keep mov- That’s very important, because otherwise 
ing the rock across the turn and riding when the rear tire hits the rock, it will skid 
through it until the rear wheel runs over the and cause you to lose traction. 
rock. Experiment with it until you can pick “Making sharp turns on steep hillsides is 
a line for the front wheel to take, and place really interesting. You’d think that you 
the rock so that when you take that line with should put most of your weight on the inside 
the front wheel, the rear wheel wil-run-exex. footpeg—the one nearest the hillside—to 
the rock. = keep the bike from sliding down the slope 
“The next thing is to learn how to lift the when you're making the turn. But a motor- 
wheels over a rock or a bump. I practiced on cycle doesn’t work that way. If I rolled my 
the curb in front of my house. I’d ride (Continued on page 108) 


your weight back, or by using a little more 
throttle, or both. If the front wheel just runs 
right into the rock, that will slow the motor- 
cycle down. And just as the rear wheel gets 
to the rock, you turn off the throttle, leaving 
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If you’re into rear-set footpegs for the 

street, Dunstall’s are as nice as any. 

And his Blair-designed exhaust system is 
clearly superior to anything on the 

market in terms of performance and silence. 


DUNSTALL 
NORTON 


e What it is not: relaxed, or relaxing; comfortable, cushy, or 
soft; mass-market-oriented; prosaic; sensible; easy to get used 
to; or in any way gentle in premise. 

What it is: remarkably smooth of engine (bless the genius of 
Bob Trigg, who. designed the Commando); rewarding once familiar; a fantastic stop- 
per; oil-thirsty; fast, within the limits imposed by tractability; visually startling; in- 
tensely personal; reliable; and a remarkably successful and well thought-out hot-rod. 

Sunset Boulevard, heading west from Brentwood towards Pacific Palisades in mod- 
erate traffic. The road, a non-divided four-laner, lots of off-camber, smooth corners, 
no smog, temperature about 75 degrees. You watch the traffic around you, and you 
can see the cars slow but struggling with the turns, bodies shifting on their undercar- 
riages, front tires curled under and groping, people moving around within swaying 
towards the outside of the turns, the cars’ rear bumpers jerking up when the brake- 
lights come on; you can visualize the car passengers clutching door-handles and dash- 
boards and waiting anxiously for the road to straighten out. 

And you're carving, out there on Sunset, precisely, playing Calvin Rayborn loose 












among the radishes, red jacket, red helmet, a 
fire-engine-red motorcycle, hands down low, 
feet up high, knees working on the gas tank, 
notching a succession of perfect shifts, steer- 
ing the motorcycle rather than merely lean- 
ing it over, tinkering with the precision that 
the motorcycle demands and responds to, 
fooling with the enormous torque that Paul 
Dunstall has given an already torquey en- 
gine, trailing behind you the most beautiful, 
rich, deep, smooth exhaust note this side of 
Milwaukee, listening to the hiss of the cen- 
terstand as it kisses the pavement going 
around right-handers, feeling solid resist- 
ance as the sidestand grounds on turns to 
the left. Dunstall’s 810 Norton Sprint: this is 
where it belongs, this is where it belongs: out 
where other people can see it. 

For a hot-rod (American terminology, or 
close enough, for England’s Cafe Racer), the 
mighty 810 is surprising in its restraint. One 
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gets the impression that, had he wanted to 
do so, Dunstall could have built the 810 to 
be quite a bit faster. But then it would have 
lost reliability, it would have become hard to 
start (which it isn’t), it would have been a 
handful to ride, and it would have been lots 
noisier. As it is, it is well-integrated for a 
semi-custom, conservative mechanically, 
and not as punishing as you would expect. 

But you can’t buy one. Not complete, not 
in this country. You could go to England, 
have Paul do one up to your specifications, 
and bring it back with you under the Per- 
sonal Export provisions. Or you could buy 
all the parts from Dunstall and do one up 
yourself. 

Here’s how Paul goes about it. He buys a 
complete Norton Commando, strips off all 
the standard parts that he plans to replace, 
and sells them back to Norton-Villiers: parts 
like the gas tank, seat, handlebars, sliders, 





cylinder assembly, pistons, front brake, ex- 
haust system, valves, cam followers, foot 
controls, and front fender. He then installs 
q” larger intake valves, his own guides and 
springs, reshapes the combustion chamber 
to accommodate a cylinder assembly with 
3mm more bore and about 10 pounds less 
weight, decreases the intake valve angle 
from 28 degrees to 26'/ degrees from the 
vertical, polishes and re-contours the ports, 
hogs out the intake manifolds, sticks in his 
own lightweight cam-followers, and adds a 
high-pressure oil feed to the rocker assem- 
blies; the engine uses, of course, Paul's own 
lightweight 10-1 cast pistons (the crank as- 
sembly doesn’t have to be rebalanced), and a 
pair of 32mm Amal Concentric carburetors. 
Which just about does it for the engine. 
The tank and seat, both beautifully ren- 
dered in color-impregnated fiberglass, re- 
place the stock Norton items. The seat is se- 
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At the heart of 
the Dunstall con- 
version isan 
aluminum big- 
bore cylinder. as- 
sembly, complete 
with pistons, cam 


followers, pins, 
gaskets, etc. New 
cylinder block 
increases dis- 
placement by 6lce. 
Dual disc front 
brakes were judged 
to be among the 
best ever tested: 
smooth, accurate 


and progressive. 
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cured only by a pair of tabs which a pair of 
large knurled aluminum hand knobs attach 
to the upper shock mounts, and an addition- 
al tab which rests on the frame loop used on 
the stocker to support the rear fender and 
the taillight assembly. The tank is held by 
rubber-doughnut-bushed bolts in front and a 
rubber band looping under the backbone 
tube behind. 

Semi-clip-ons are used instead of standard 
handlebars, the front fender is Dunstall's 
own lightweight fiberglass item, and the 
slick dual disc front brakes come from Dun- 
stall as well. 

Farther back, aluminum mounting plates 
locate the rear-set brake and shift mecha- 
nisms—plates which are less attractive but 
more competition-looking than the stock 
polished Norton forgings. The plates also 
support (in rubber bushings) Dr. Gordon 
Blair’s patented two-into-one-back-into-two 
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exhaust system, one of the bike’s more pleas- 
ing aspects. 

What’s left? Norton’s fabled Commando 
frame, Roadholder forks, the engine’s short- 
block, Norton-Girling rear shock absorbers 
with slightly heavier springs, and the stock 
rear brake assembly, reduced in effectiveness 
by a variation in leverage at the foot pedal. 

The bike takes a lot of getting used to. An 
historic imprecision in low-speed metering 
accuracy by the Amal carburetors means, 
simply, that the bike stalls a lot before you 
get used to it. But the bike starts easily, even 
if it is rough to kick over—that is, it starts 
easily if you know what you’re doing: just 
the right amount of throttle, and just the 
right amount of choke. (The choke lever is 
mounted on a stub of capped handlebar tub- 
ing clamped in the stock handlebar position 
on the top triple-clamp. A good way to use 
the handlebar bosses, but a bit heavier than 
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necessary.) The right footpeg has to be fold- 
ed up before you can try to start the engine; 
and when it’s finally running, you have to be 
careful returning the kickstarter lever to its 
normal position. If you aren’t, your toe will 
contact the underside of the shift lever, and 
before you know it, the transmission has 
been bumped into first and you’ve stalled 
again. Don’t worry about it; the first time it 
happens, you’ll be so damned mad that it’ll 
never happen again. 

Once underway, you can’t help feeling 
like a gen-you-wine roadracer. It’s a neat 
feeling, within limits. The bike, face it, is a 
bit of a handful in town, what with its reluc- 
tance to idle and the fact that the seat gets 
you pretty high up in the air, which makes 
footing around difficult for a six-footer and 
nearly impossible for somebody five-feet- 
eight. Additionally, the seat offers minimal 
padding, and what padding it does have 
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tends to slide around under its covering and 
ultimately migrate towards the rear, where 
the passenger sits (who has an enormous 
amount of room, but nothing except the op- 
erator to hang onto). 

But what makes the 810 most awkward in 
the city is the seating position. The footpegs 
are a solid 6—8 inches behind their stock 
location, and the handlebars are lower, far- 
ther to the front, and closer together than on 
a production Commando. So you support 
most of your upper-body weight on your 
hands, which becomes tiring, unless you call 
into play a bunch of little muscles in your 
back and pelvis, which is even more tiring. 

The punishment meted out to your hands 
and forearms is worsened by the character of 
the Dunstall handgrips. They are relatively 
small in diameter, faintly barrel-shaped, and 
tightly patterned. Without gloves, after a 
hundred miles or so they begin to feel like 
wood rasps. With gloves, you’re simply left 
with a pair of very stiff wrists. Stiff, and 


RPM x 100 40 60 
60 


tired, because the clutch is rather heavy, and 
the throttle springs are remarkably stout, 
which an extremely slow throttle does little 
to alleviate. 

Around town, the engine makes up for as 
much of it as it can. The 810 is a revelation. 
Bob Trigg’s Isolastics have seen to all of the 
engine vibration. (To find out how much 
there is, simply prop your foot up on the 
chaincase at about 35 mph and keep it there. 
If you can.) Once the carburetors come off 
idle, metering is accurate enough, and the 
Dunstall chuffs along quiet, smooth, and 
sedate as a BMW. Blair's exhaust system for 
the 810 is a marvel. Two short header pipes 
converge just in front of the forward engine 
mount, a single larger tube carries the ex- 
haust below the engine, and it splits back 
into two mufflers right under the transmis- 
sion. The mufflers themselves are quite sim- 
ple; a perforated disc is located up front, 
perforated tubing lined with fiberglass along 
the muffler’s main body, and a nest of seven 


short, small-diameter lengths of tubing at 
the big end. According to Dunstall, the sys- 
tem is worth five mph in the quarter and five 
mph on top. It may well be. But perform- 
ance improvements aside, the pipes are 
worth their weight in gold in terms of ex- 
haust note and solid noise reduction. In Cy- 
cle’s decibel test, the 810 registered 88.9 
dB(A), or about two decibels more than the 
two 100cc street machines tested in the 
March issue, and four decibels Jess than the 
Suzuki 380 tested in the same issue. At last! 
A high-performance exhaust system that 
honest-to-God muffles! 

Enough of city traffic—the 810 can toler- 
ate it, but barely. The bike is noticeably 
more relaxed romping through mountain 
roads, banked turns, switchbacks, long 
straightaways with tight corners at the end 
where it can show off its superb front 
brakes. Both nine-inch discs are rigidly 
mounted—they don’t float: Neither do the 

(Continued on page 114) 
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Sound level, California standard 


9.0,(0.D.)-in. x 1.2810. (2) 


Mae oe aoe. ee ee 7.0 IM. 1.28 IM: 


OHV 360° vertical twin 


Bore and stroke . . . .2.996 in. x 3.503 in., 76mm x 89mm 


49.2 cu. in., 806cc 


183 Front, 217 Rear 
41-45 MPG 

88.9 dB(A) 

12.70 seconds 102.65 mph 
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The Motorcycle Industry spent the last 12 months 
outdating our 1971 Cycle-Pedia...and we've spent 
the last 12 months making you a new one... 


The new 1972 Beck /Arnley Cycle-Pedia 


Over a year’s time, a lot of new machines 

SE are introduced to the road. And that 
means there will be a lot of new parts 
and accessories. that owners and repair 
shops.will be counting on. With the new, 
1972 Beck/Arnley Motorcycle Catalog, 
you can be pretty-sure they Il be included. 
And just about all the parts and acces- 
sories for the older bikes, too. Since 
1914, we've been very careful to make 
sure we inventory all the parts... put 
them into our catalog... and get them 
ready to ship whenever and. wherever 
they're needed. Your dealer will soon 
have the new 1972 Beck/Arnley Cycle- 
Pedia. It has just about aH the parts 

and accessories you'll be need- 

ing. It might even become a 

best seller in 1972. 




























Riders: 
see your 
Beck/Arnley 
Dealer soon 
Dealers: see your 
Beck/Arnley Distributor 7 Sns ER 
listed below G ARN i 
BECK/ARNLEY CORP. Member: 


Beck/Arnley parts and accessories completethe cyde MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY COUNCIL, INC. 
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BY JESS THOMAS 


THE SUPERB | 


Jess Thomas’ race-proven Honda Double-Disc/Ceriani Combination. 





e Daytona Crisis 1971: I had borrowed a 
Triumph three cylinder racer from Gary 
Nixon that Dick Bender had built from 
spare parts. Nixon’s sometime protege, Gary 
Fisher, rode the machine to a number of sec- 
ond places behind Rusty Bradley in the Jun- 
ior roadrace championship series in 1970. 
We were in the final stages of preparation on 
the machine when Danny Macias, the Tri- 
umph/BSA racing chief, gave me a frantic 
call. Nixon had borrowed the forks and 
front wheel from Triumph, and Macias was 
short these items for his team bikes and 
wanted them back. Back they went. 

I had a Ceriani roadracing fork which I 
immediately put on the bike. A series of pan- 
ic telephone calls across the country soon 
brought me to the realization that no one 
had a Fontana front brake for replacement. 
Panic turned into desperation. Then a chain 
of hitherto-unconnected events linked up to 
provide the solution to the dilemma. 

My first experience with disc front brakes 
was in 1965 when I worked and raced for 
Cemoto East Importing Co., the Bultaco 
distributors. Bo Gehring also raced the little 
Spanish bikes, and Gehring owned a small 
design/manufacture company in Harper’s 
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Ferry (West Virginia) called MotoTec. Bo 
made a dual-disc front brake for his Bultaco 
that performed fantastically. Essentially, the 
brake was the same design as the Honda 
Four stopper, except that the disc floated on 
pins to allow for caliper pad wear. On the 
standard Honda brake, the disc mounts sol- 
idly to the wheel hub and the caliper pivots 
on its mounting strut. The Honda friction 
pads also have convex backs which allow the 
pads to pivot slightly in their mounts to 
compensate for pivot angularity as the pads 
wear. 

After using the MotoTec brake on my 
Bultaco racer, I quickly became aware of the 
myriad problems involved with the appar- 
ently simple looking device. 

Mechanical force and travel limits are of 
primary concern. The human hand can only 
pull so hard and move so far: at the handle- 
bar and brake lever, about 60 pounds (aver- 
age) over 2.5 inches. Squeezing the edge of a 
bathroom scale will give you a rough idea of 
what you can pull. 

Transfering hand pressure and travel from 
the handlebar to friction pads on the sides of 
the disc is the job of the closed hydraulic 
circuit between the master cylinder and the 


caliper (slave cylinder). The hydraulic cir- 
cuit is simply two pistons moving in two cyl- 
inders which are connected with a tube. Hy- 
draulic fluid fills both cylinders and the 
tube. The pressure/travel relationship is 
governed by the ratio of the areas of the pis- 
tons. If the area of the master cylinder pis- 
ton is half the area of the caliper piston, a 
force on the master cylinder will be doubled 
at the caliper. But the caliper piston will 
only move half as far. 

Hand pressure is first multiplied by the 
handlebar lever, then applied against the 
master cylinder piston. The precise trans- 
mission of the pressure proved troublesome 
with the MotoTec brake. The master cylin- 
der was connected to the handlebar lever 
with a conventional sheathed cable. When 
the lever was pulled hard, the outer cable 
would compress enough to cause a critical 
loss of travel. The original prototype Moto- 
Tec brake had a hand-built master cylinder 
with the hand lever acting directly against 
the cylinder—exactly like the Honda unit. 
To save costs on the production brakes, 
Gehring adopted the cable device. It was a 
mistake because the cable rig never worked 
as well as the original did. 
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| (Top Left) View from the front. The Honda dual PHOTOGRAPHY: DOUGLAS MESNEY ANI NEY 
z, discs and hub are too wide to fit between the fork 
legs, so S o machining is necessary to narrow 
assembly. (Right) View of the aua laises ger 
| Standard Honda calipers are used 
Dor machined down to a thickness Le - 


enough space for caliper struts 
the forks. (Lower Left). Strut-to-fork 1 mou b 
are flathead s socket screws; head of standard s y 
(foreground) must be reduced to .490-inch diameter. 





























After the travel and pressure are transmit- 
ted to the caliper, several problems arise. As 
the caliper squeezes against the disc, the cal- 
iper is also trying to press itself apart. Great 
rigidity in the caliper mounting is required 
to allow sufficient braking pressure to be ap- 
plied to the disc. Furthermore, there is a cer- 
tain coefficient of friction between the cali- 
per pads and th disc. It is quite low when 
cold, builds to an optimum peak during 
braking, and then falls off rapidly if things 
get overheated. Pad materials are designed 
to be effective at given working radii, where 
the maximum disc. surface speed is known, 
and the maximum hydraulic pressure is 
known. A softer, higher friction material can 
be selected if the speed of disc or the pad 
pressure is designed to be low. The friction 
pads—exerting a certain amount of pressure 
through a given coefficient of friction at a 


given radius—generate torque to create 
braking power. 

Having helped develop the MotoTec 
brake, I took the experience with me to Har- 
ley-Davidson where I designed a rear disc 
brake for the Lowboy racers. That brake 
was virtually a single-sided MotoTec brake 
adapted on the drawing board to fit an H-D 
dirt-track rear wheel. Instead of the Moto- 
Tec Airheart components, I used H-H mas- 
ter cylinders and calipers. 

After coming to Cycle in 1968, I had no 
further cause to do any brake development 
until the introduction of the Honda 750. The 
Honda disc brake unit was the finest combi- 
nation of components I had ever seen. In 
theory, it was the same as the MotoTec 
brake except for the method of pad wear 
compensation. In execution, the Honda 
brake had all the advantages that can come 
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from designing everything from scratch. All 
the components are a beautiful combination 
of strength and lightness. 

Shortly after Cycle’s first road test of the 
Four I tried to figure out how a double disc 
version of the Honda brake might fit into 
the confines of a Ceriani roadracing fork. 
Fortunately my Honda—disc/Ceriani draw- 
ings were resting in a file—almost complet- 
ed—when I got really desperate for a brake 
shortly before Daytona 71. 

I had ordered all the necessary parts from 
various suppliers a couple of months earlier, 
and the parts were in their unopened boxes 
in the back of the Cycle shop. After a 
straight 26-hour session of measuring and 
machining and assembling, the wheel was 
finished. We didn’t try the brake until we 
got to Daytona. The following was our 
method of fitting the pieces together. 
Fitting The Honda Parts In The Forks 

Since no Ceriani print was available, it 
was necessary to measure directly off the 
fork components to make the original draw- 
ings. I drew complete side and front views in 
order to see exactly how much space was 
available for the Honda parts. 

The first job was to fit the Honda wheel 
hub in the center of the fork legs. With the 
standard widths, the dual discs and hub are 
too wide to fit between the fork legs. 

e Machine .125-inch from the 

hub mating surface flange of 

both aluminum disc holders. 
This puts the surfaces of the discs .250-inch 
closer together. 

The protruding end of the hub, into which 
screws the slotted bearing retainer, interferes 
with the right fork slider. 

e Machine or file .062-inch 
from slotted bearing retainer 
end of wheel hub. Protect bear- 
ing shield seam from chips with 
a light layer of grease. 

The bearing on the protruding end of the 
hub is .415-inch farther out from the disc 
flange than on the other side. A spacer must 
be made to fit around the axle and between 
the protruding end bearing and the right- 
side fork slider. 

e Machine a cylindrical spacer 
that is 1-inch in outside diame- 
ter, .590-inch inside diameter, 
and .410-inch wide. 

The left side spacer is the same, except 
that it is .825-inch wide. 

e Machine a cylindrical spacer 
that is 1-inch in outside diame- 
ter, and .825-inch wide. Re- 
move all sharp edges from spac- 
ers. Countersink axle hole 


PLATE B. This working drawing shows the right-side caliper adapting strut. The left-side strut is 
identical except for the side on which the fork mounting holes are countersunk. All tolerances are 
the same as those held in Cycle's shop. After a few hours of operation, the floating mounting bolts 
bed-in to the struts and form a good bearing area. Heavy silicon grease should be used on the 
floating bolts. If possible, all holes in the struts should be located on a milling machine table. 
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edges to clear fillet in axle head. 
Mark long spacer LS. This 
means left side as you sit in the 
seat of the bike. 











PLATE A. Simple outline drawing shows geometric arrangement of force lines and component 
shapes. The line connecting the center of the caliper and the midpoint between the fork mounting 
holes is tangent to the disc at the pad center. All the braking force acts along this line. Ideally, both 
mounting bolts should be on or perpendicular to this line. If perpendicular, both bolts should be 
equidistant from line. The slight compromise in this design has proven to be of no functional 
significance. 


Although the discs and hub will now fit 
perfectly between the fork legs, I further 
lightened the discs by machining .0938-inch 
(Ya2”) from the outer face of each disc. That 
makes them .1875-inch (%4s”) thick. I first 
saw this done on the factory Honda racers at 
Daytona: the discs still perform perfectly 
and they are much lighter. 

The first disc I machined gave me a lot of 
trouble. I machined a good solid holder for 
the disc that looks like the end of the wheel 
hub. The tool held the disc securely in the 
lathe chuck, but even fine cuts produced a 
lot of vibration and chatter as the cutting 
tool got about an inch from the outside edge. 
A call to a master machinist at Amol Preci- 
sion Corp., in Dumont, New Jersey set me 
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straight. Karl Zipf said that the type of 
stainless steel which the Honda uses for the 
discs is difficult to machine. I had been us- 
ing a carbide-tipped bit. Karl said to use a 
common tool steel bit with 5 to 7 degrees of 
front and side relief. The stainless steel 
comes off in a continuous ribbon that has 
razor sharp edges, so don’t pull on them or 
you’ll get a nasty cut. Karl ground a shallow 
chip curling groove just behind the cutting 
edge of the bit. The chip then curled into a 
tight spiral that was less dangerous and easy 
to control. The lathe headstock speed was 
set at 180 rpm and the crossfeed adjusted to 
.004-inch per revolution. When using a mist- 
type coolant spray, the discs machined 
smoothly and easily. Taking .010-inch cuts 


per pass gave a smooth finish that required 
no further attention. 

As good as the Honda components are, 1 
found that the stock discs often have up to 
.005-inch runout on their friction faces. 
Even when using standard thickness discs, I 
would machine them true on both friction 
faces. The wheel components were then set 
aside for assembly. 

Making Caliper Mount Struts 

I breathed a huge sigh of relief when the 
working drawing revealed that there was 
enough space for the caliper struts without 
any modification to the forks. The only ma- 
jor decision was in the location of the struts’ 
force lines. Any force acting on a rotating 
disc is resolved along a line that is tangent to 
the disc at the center of contact. In the case 
of a caliper pad, the tangent line should pass 
through one of the strut mounting bolts, so 
that there is no torque generated around the 
mounting points. But I didn’t want all of the 
load applied to one of the 8mm bolts, so I 
made a compromise. See Plate A. The tan- 
gent line passes through the midpoint be- 
tween the two mounting bolts. The lines 
from the mounting bolts to the center of the 
pad form almost identical angles to the tan- 
gent line, so there is very slight downward 
pull on the caliper when the brake is applied. 

The layout for the caliper struts is shown 
in Plate B. Material used to make the struts 
is 7075-T6 aluminum alloy plate that is ei- 
ther .325-inch or .3125-inch thick. I was 
able to get both struts from a piece that was 
10 inches square. You have to be careful 
when getting plate stock from an aluminum 
supply. They often use a huge shear to cut 
the piece. The shear leaves a deformed edge 
on the piece that varies from shear to shear. 
Tell the clerk what size flat piece you want; 
he can increase the size of the piece accord- 
ing to the characteristics of his shear. 

Make sure the plate is clean and that there 
are no burrs on its surface. Use plenty of 
layout dye or a dark permanent marking pen 
to cover the plate. You'll want to see the 
lines you’ve made. Make sure the points of 
the dividers are sharp. You’ll need a fine 
center punch, a good scale marked in hun- 
dredths of an inch, and a square. 

After the basic layout is done, the best 
way to drill the holes is to take the plate to a 
machine shop and pay them to do the work 
on a vertical milling machine that has a 
power feed on its quill. That way, the ma- 
chinist can make the hole spacing very accu- 
rate by reading the distances on his table 
dials. An experienced drill press operator 
can do an acceptable job, but you’ll have less 
slop in the system if the holes are as accu- 
rately spaced as possible. Don't do the coun- 
tersinking yet. 

After the holes are drilled for the caliper 

(Continued on page 88) 
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lo Organ Poe Country 
by Hiectra Gloe 


BY FRANK CONNER 


Of windshields, wobbles, muted thunder and the open road. 
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e It was late January in Manhattan, and I 
had a bad case of the New York City blues. 
You get that way after too many uptight 
people have ricocheted off you in the streets. 
The only solution is to go off someplace 
lonesome. 

The loneliest good place I could think of 
to go was the Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument, way far from anywhere in Ari- 
zona, down on the Mexican border. What to 
ride? Harley-Davidson had a 1972 FLH 
Electra Glide just sitting around in Los An- 
geles. . . For years I had wondered what it 
would be like to ride an FLH; I had ridden 
almost everything else on two wheels, but 
never a Big Twin. 

Los Angeles was cool—temperature in the 
mid-fifties—and the FLH was blue. Bright 
shiny blue, with white saddle and saddle- 
bags, whitewall tires, a windshield, spot- 
lights, and almost everything else chrome- 
plated. I am small (135 pounds); that bike 
looked so overpoweringly big. 

The machine was big, and it was very 
heavy, but it wasn’t too tall for me; from the 
saddle I could get both feet on the ground. 
But the machine handled differently from 
anything else I had ridden, so the hot setup 
seemed to be to ride it around Los Angeles 
for a little while before taking it on a trip. 

The steering on the FLH felt excessively 
light and quick, and at speed the bike had a 
mind of its own. I was making it down the 
freeway at 80 mph, in a cluster of traffic, 
when the bike went into a wobble. Was that 
just some freak occurrence, or would the 
bike do it again? I gassed it, and it went into 
another wobble. That really detuned me, 
and it took a long ride at low speeds to get 
the bike back to the shop. 

The shop checked out the machine and 
found that the rear wheel had been way out 
of alignment; after fixing that, one of the 
mechanics had ridden the motorcycle at 100 
mph for awhile without any further trouble. 

The next step was to pick a route from 
Los Angeles to the Organ Pipe Cactus Na- 
tional Monument. I turn on to seashores— 
where the land meets the water—and I also 
like the mountains and deserts of the South- 
west. So I would follow the coast down to 
San Diego, go east to Gila Bend, and then 
head south to the organ pipe cactus. 

After loading some spare underwear and 
shaving gear into the saddlebags, I hit the 
electric starter button and took off. The first 
obstacle was the Los Angeles freeway sys- 
tem. Large stretches of the pavement have 
grooves cut into the concrete, to prevent 
cars from aquaplaning in the rain. The 
grooves make motorcycles jiggle. Having 
ridden Guzzis, BMWs, and big Hondas on 
the grooves, I knew that something was 
bound to happen, but on this Harley—oh, 
wow. Wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, bounce, hop. 
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My neck and shoulders started aching, and I 
realized that I was trying to squeeze the 
plastic off the handlebar grips—a sure sign 
that I was not keeping my cool. So I had a 
big argument with myself: “Look at all those 
other bikes going up and down the freeway; 
they aren’t dumping their riders or sliding 
into cars, so this one probably won’t either.” 

South of Long Beach I left the freeways 
and headed down California 1, the Pacific 
Coast Highway. There was a medium fog 
hanging on the coastline, and the air smelled 
heavy and wet and exciting. For awhile the 
road would ride the cliffs, and the ocean was 
visible only as a mixture of fog and fog-col- 
ored Pacific. But then a canyon or arroyo 
would give me a tantalizing glimpse of the 
beach and the angry breakers. 

Whenever the road swooped down to a 
public beach, I’d park the bike and walk 
down to the deserted shore. The water was 
tinted a dull green, and the breakers looked 
opaque—like something solid, maybe heavy 
jade, crashing against the rocks or sand. A 
few wetsuited surfers were having good luck 
on this wild, raw day when things no longer 
seemed neat and orderly. 

By now I was beginning to sort out my 
impressions of the big Harley. It was a won- 
der in the slow-moving traffic of the beach 
towns. The clutch engaged so smoothly, and 
the engine had so much torque, that you just 
couldn't stall the bike at traffic lights. And 
the machine would putt along at ridiculous- 
ly low speeds in low gear. The FLH was al- 
most as easy to operate in slow traffic as an 
automobile—easier than the CB-750, the 
new Suzuki 750, the BMW, or the Guzzi. 
And the people walking the sidewalks would 
glance up whenever they heard the mutter of 
the exhaust. Having looked up, they would 
stare: whether because of the big shiny bike 
or little shiny me, I didn’t know. Not want- 
ing to come on like a badass or a fake traffic 
cop, I was wearing my orange and pink and 
green tie-dye leathers. They establish me as 
being weird but harmless. I caught all sorts 
of reactions ranging from hard-squint 
frowns to wide smiles. 

Out on the highway, the FLH was a vi- 
brator—a real shaker. You couldn’t see any- 
thing in the mirrors—they were vibrating so 
much. But not nearly so much as the tilted 
footboards, which would shake my feet right 
off them. 

I sat perched on the front of the saddle, 
because the bars were too low and didn’t 
come back far enough. But the saddle was 
comfortable, and the handlebar grips didn’t 
transmit much vibration. I liked the angle of 
the bars, because I could roll on the throttle 
by twisting my wrist instead of having to 
bend it down the way you do on most bikes. 

Until now I had done all of my riding on 
multi-lane highways, so at San Juan Capis- 
trano I turned off and followed California 74 
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inland for awhile. The narrow two-lane as- 
phalt road would amble through rolling 
hills, making gentle turns. But I was having 
an interesting time cornering the Harley in 
those turns. 

With my feet on the boards and my legs 
bent forward at the knees, I didn’t feel as if I 
had anything to hold on to but the handle- 
bars—it was like being on a rollercoaster 
making a steep downhill turn. So I folded 
down the buddy pegs and put my feet on 
them. Aha! Now I was riding a motorcycle 
again. The pegs didn’t vibrate like the 
boards, and I could still reach the shift lever 
and brake pedal as easily as before (which 
wasn’t too easily). 

But I still couldn't corner the bike. Pd put 
on the brakes, haul the bike over, continue 
braking in the corner, correct my line, and 
accelerate from the apex. But the big Har- 
ley-Davidson would have none of that. It 
was the most unforgiving bike I have ever 


ridden, and the hardest to get used to at 
that. 

I tried different riding styles, and finally I 
came upon a solution: go at it like a Europe- 
an roadracer. Riding down the road, I’d 
look at the next curve coming up and try to 
guess at the line I’d need and the speed it 
would take (which is hard if a bunch of the 
corners are blind). Then I’d grab the excel- 
lent brakes—disc in front, hydraulic be- 
hind—and slow down all I was going to. Pd 
find the right gear to give me plenty of revs 
in the corner. Gently Pd turn the handlebars 
in the opposite direction to lean the bike 
down—starting well before reaching the be- 
ginning of the corner. Then, just as I entered 
the curve, Pd start accelerating, and I’d con- 
tinue accelerating all the way through the 
curve. If all that sounds like it took a lot of 
time, it did. But if I had guessed right be- 
forehand, and I did everything right, the 
bike would go through the corner beautiful- 


ly. It was exciting; with the windshield for 
reference, I really knew when I was heeling 
the bike over. 

So, if you did everything slowly, smooth- 
ly, and with grace—the bike’s way—you 
could ride it and it wouldn’t scare you. On 
the way back to the coast, I let go of the 
handlebars to see what would happen. The 
bike promptly dived off to the left. I contin- 
ued to experiment and found that with my 
hands off the bars, I had to lean about 30 
degrees to the right to keep the motorcycle 
going straight. Did the FLH have that much 
imbalance, or was the rear wheel still out of 
alignment? I didn’t know, but it seemed 
rather strange. 

The two-lane road was bumpy in places, 
but the suspension really soaked up those 
bumps. I hit potholes and lumps that would 
have jarred me on any other bike, but the 
FLH took them in its stride. Of the big 
bikes, it does the best job of giving its rider a 





smooth passage. 

Heading south on the San Diego freeway I 
picked up the grooved concrete again. May- 
be the solution was just to rest my fingertips 
on the handlebar grips. I tried it; the bike 
jumped around just as badly. Then I discov- 
ered that by pushing against both handlebar 
grips an equal amount, I could get the ma- 
chine to calm down. But a better solution 
would have been a mechanical steering 
damper, or really fixing whatever ailed this 
particular bike, or—if it were representative 
of the breed—redesigning the steering geom- 
etry. And so I gritted my way into San Die- 
go, puzzled and exasperated. 

I rode along in the downtown traffic, and 
somehow my feelings about traffic were dif- 
ferent. On the FLH, everything seemed to be 
happening more slowly, more predictably. I 
was sitting on this great big, stately, solid 
machine. There were cars, and here I was, 
and whatever happened, I could probably 
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get out of it unscathed. This didn’t deter me 
from watching every car within caroming 
distance just as carefully and with as much 
distrust as I always do, but still I felt more 
confident about the whole business. Maybe 
that is the wellspring of the Harley mys- 
tique—that feeling you don’t get with any 
other motorcycle. 

The next morning was heavy, heavy fog. I 
was climbing the mountains east of San Die- 
go, but I couldn’t see them. The only thing 
visible was a small patch of freeway pave- 
ment just ahead. I was cold and depressed, 
and now I felt vulnerable—as if something 
bad were about to happen to me just up the 
road. I started thinking about all the things 
that can go wrong on a motorcycle, even a 
big Harley-Davidson. 

At the top of the mountain pass, the sun 
popped out, and the fog disappeared, and it 
was a gorgeous morning. The trees and grass 
got scarce, and then there were rocks. Huge 


rocks. Mountains of them, all seamed and 
worn down until they looked like twenty-ton 
pebbles stacked atop each other. Here and 
there were old homesteads, unpainted, with 
rusty tin roofs. There would be a few cotton- 
wood trees out front, and a dilapidated 
windmill nearby—the layout surrounded by 
a saggy barbed-wire fence. Such places 
matched the forbidding background terrain 
perfectly—they were far removed from the 
plastic part of California. 

Now the mountains became harsher— 
sharp peaks and rigid flanks carefully 
carved; all one huge piece of rock. But as the 
mountains got ruggeder, their colors became 
more delicate, in various shades of purple, 
red, grey, white, orange, chocolate, and yel- 
low. Then the highway dived off the moun- 
tains, down to the desert floor. It was sand, 
with little clumps of sage, and for awhile, 
ocotillo. This weird variety of cactus has a 

(Continued on page 120) 
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Stereo 
Warehouse 


Get stereo components and 
stereo systems from every ma- 
jor brand direct from a “Stereo 
Warehouse.” We sell on a Cost 
Plus” basis: you can save hun- 
dreds of dollars off retail price. 
Components are shipped imme- 
diately, and we pay all ship- 
ping costs.* 


Record changers, amplifiers, speakers, 
tape decks, receivers: Sony — Dual 
Pioneer — Marantz — Garrard — AR 
J.B.L. — Altec Lansing — Dynaco 
Nikko — K.L.H. — Bose — Sansui 
and many more. 


section or call us 


STEREO WAREHOUSE 
782 Higuera 

San Luis Obispo, Ca. 93401 
Phone 805/543-2330 


Name 





Address 








* California, Oregon, Washington 
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SUPER BRAKE Cont’d from page 81 


bolts, place the stationary half of a Honda 
caliper over the holes and drop the mount- 
ing bolts into place. Use the caliper half as 
a template to complete the curve at the end 
of the strut. Repeat on the other strut. 

Now the struts are ready to be cut out 
with a band saw. Again, if you're not expe- 
rienced, pay someone to do the sawing for 
you. File the edges smooth of any saw 
marks and carefully chamfer the edges; 
then remove the burrs from the holes. 
Place the struts together, with like ends 
touching, and mark “outside” on the ex- 
posed sides. Separate the struts and write 
“inside” on the other sides. Now counter- 
sink the fork mounting holes according to 
the specs on Plate B. The strut on Plate B 
is the right-side strut, looking at the fork 
from the bike’s saddle. The left-side plate is 
identical, except that the dashed lines for 
the countersink would be solid. After the 
drilling and tapping for the hose guides, 
the struts are finished. 

The only special parts needed are the 
strut-to-fork mounting bolts. They are 
metric screws that are called flathead sock- 
et screws. Their ordering designation is 
DIN 7991 M-8x35. You’ll need four 
screws. Try to get the screws from a local 
nut-and-bolt supply house. We got our 
bolts from the Zelenda Corp., 66-02 Austin 
St., Forrest Hills, N.Y. They are the big- 
gest metric fastener house on the East 
Coast, and have all the weird stuff you 
can’t find anywhere else. 

The bolts have sharp edged heads which 
are .625-inch diameter. To use in the 
struts, the heads must be machined to 
.490-inch diameter to correspond with Sec- 
tion A-A in Plate B. The struts are fas- 
tened to the fork legs using the modified 
bolts. Use red LocTite on the threads and 
screw in the bolts until the threads bottom. 
The unthreaded portion of the bolt shank 
(.250-inch) provides the floating strut 
mount that allows the caliper/strut assem- 
bly to move and compensate for wear on 
the stationary caliper pad. 

The remainder of assembly is straight- 
forward; it’s covered in great detail in the 
Honda 750 manual. A special tool is used 
for tightening the caliper bolts. Grind a 
notch °/,-inch from the end of an 8 mm 
hex (Allen) key. Clamp the short end of 
the key in a vise and break it off with a 
hammer. Use the short piece in combina- 
tion with an 8 mm box wrench. 

The brake was an immediate success for 
me. It allowed me to compete actively in 
seven National Championship Roadraces 
last year without anymore maintenance 
than changing the pads once. 

The brake would haul my 360-pound 
Triumph down from 150 mph as well as 
any of the super factory racers, and better 
than most. It is absolutely the best brake 
that you could possibly build for your cus- 
tom superbike. The Ceriani fork and 
Honda discs make an attractive combina- 
tion. But the real beauty is in the stopping. 


2392 Rider 


MOTORCYCLE CHAIN BELTS 
Available NOW—Beautifully plated 
primary chain belts—complete with an 
adjustable HANDTOOLED buckle. 
Three styles 

THE EASY RIDER, 74 primary chain belt; 
THE SPORTSTER triplex chain belt and 
the OLE LADY, 45 primary chain belt. 











OLE LADY 
Available in 4 Small 30—32 Med. 32—34 
standard sizes Large 34—36 Xlg. 36—38 


Larger sizes add .50c per inch. 

EASY RIDER, SPORTSTER only $16.00 each 
OLE LADY, only $14.00 each Specify sizes 
Add $2.00 for postage and handling. 
Allbelts and buckles are completely plated. 


all Limited Berts.r:c- Box sszxe 


Dealers inquiries invited 





MOTORCYCLE CHAIN JEWELRY 
UNIQUE CHROMED MINI 


CHAIN LINKS... 
O BRACELET (s-m-v) $4.95 
O RING (s-m-L) $2.50 
O EARRINGS (Pierced or $2.95 
non-pierced) pr. 
O KEY FOB $2.95 
@ NECKLACE $6.95 


Send Check Or Money Order 


Enz 


Box C 1296 / Orange, Calif. 92668 











JUST BECAUSE YOU CAN MAKE 
A GOOD MOTORCYCLE DOESN’T MEAN 
YOU CAN MAKE A GOOD OIL. 


People who make motorcycles spend 
most of their time making motorcycles. 

When they make oil, they do it as a 
sideline. They don't have the time and 
facilities for a lot of research and testing. For 
measuring engine wear over extended 
periods. 
Castrol, on the other hand, has this 
time. Castrol has been making oil, and noth- 
mg but, for 60 years. 

Oil for cars, oil for planes, oil for trains. 
And oil for motorcycles. 

Which is probably the hardest job of 
all. Because of the way a motorcycle engine 
runs. It has no fan, no radiator, no water. 

Resulting in extreme engine heat and 
the need for an oil that can protect your 
engine from it. 

Castrol does this for two cycle and four 
cycle engines. By means of additives 
that go into the oil before the oil goes onto 
the shelves. 

The two cycle engine oil has additives 
that cut down on friction. And on scuffing 
and port clogging and spark plug fouling. 


Castrol Oils Inc., New York,NY. 
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This oil mixes well with gasoline, and burns 
well, too. It can be used in fuel-mixing or 
automatic lubricating systems. 

The four cycle oil has its own additives. 
Some cut friction. Others carefully watch 
over your spark plugs and your piston rings 
and your valve train. 

The choice of an oil is a very impor- 
tant one, indeed. It can mean the difference 
between hanging around the repair shop or 
joyfully nding by tt. 

Don't let your choice of an oil be 
influenced by your choice of a motorcycle. 
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Barstow- fo -Vegas 
The Hard Way 
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e Stretched raggedly over the desolate Mo- 
jave, farther than the dust-bleary eye could 
see and in numbers too large for the fatigue- 
fuddled mind to count, a double row of mo- 
torcycles and riders waited in expectant si- 
lence for The Signal. Behind them was a 
clutter of transport vehicles and milling 
friends, and behind everything unlovely Bar- 
stow, where the rattle of crockery was dying 
away as the last greasy detritus from several 
thousand breakfast plates got swirled down 
hash-house drains and already weary wait- 
resses were trying not to think about the 
hours left in another unpromising day. 
Ahead, 170 zig-zag miles away, lay the al- 
kali-flats Xanadu that is Las Vegas, where a 
stately pleasure dome did the late Bugsy Sei- 
gal decree, but not get to enjoy fully—in 
consequence of a disagreement, it is said, 


with certain of his Chicago-based backers. 
Bugsy’s faith in the future of an X-rated Las 
Vegas was, as we have seen, fully justified by 
events, and one cannot but wish that he had 
shown more wisdom in dealing with busi- 
ness associates, and had not been standing 
behind Miss Virginia Hill’s kitchen window 
when a person or persons unknown dis- 
charged a shotgun through it. 

There’s a splendid Interstate highway 
leading from Barstow to Las Vegas, which 
carries most of California’s fun-seekers on- 
ward to Nevada’s most populous, and most 
bibulous town. But this highway would be 
ignored by the assembled motorcyclists in 
favor of the Mojave Desert’s sand, silt, tor- 
mented lava beds and sundry other hard- 
travellin’ terrain, as the object of this partic- 
ular exercise—which differed from others of 
its kind only in destination—was to get there 
the hard way. 

That is, it seems, a very important differ- 
ence, for the San Gabriel Valley Motorcycle 









Club’s choice of destinations has made their 
premier event, the “S.G.V.M.C. Barstow-to- 
Las Vegas Hare and Hound”, the biggest 
mass-participant race since Oklahoma was 
officially opened to settlers. There isn’t 
much else to recommend it: the route leads 
entrants over a bit of wasteland substantially 
identical to all the other bits in the thou- 
sands of square miles of southwestern desert; 
there are endless other races being staged on 
the same late-November weekend that are 
closer to the coastal population centers; and 
the organization of this particular event is 
only average (or just about what you'd ex- 
pect of volunteers drawn from a plumber, 
baker, candlestickmaker membership), 
which is another way of saying that the 
“Barstow to "Vegas” does not always go off 
smoothly. This last, fifth-annual-running’s 
big glitch was that while the S.G.V.M.C.'s 
map indicated a 40-mile distance for the 
route’s second leg, it was more like 60 miles. 
So the desert southwest of check #2 was 
dotted with dry-tank bikes and angry, foot- 
sore hikers. Next November it will be some- 
thing else, equally unpredictable, to work 
havoc among the participants. 

When the signal to start the 1971 run was 
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given, a mob of some 3500 entrants went 
pounding off across the desert, headed for 
the dark smudge made by a smoke bomb a 
couple of miles distant. And while most of 
the field was still kicking, elbowing and eat- 
ing each other’s dust, J. N. Roberts and 
Rich Thorwaldson shot past the burning tire 
that marked the route’s beginning and were 
on their way. Roberts hadn’t been expected 
to ride, as a bit of stunt riding he was doing 
some 10 days previous for movieland’s cam- 
eras had gone very wrong and J.N.’s face 
had more stitches in it than a Ten-Com- 
mandments sampler. Still, Roberts was there 
on a Husqvarna, and out to win this race for 
the fourth year running—which he did. He 
arrived at the first fueling point in close 
company with Thorwaldson, lost some dis- 
tance when Rich’s crew did an Indy-style 
refuel and sent him away in the lead, and 
was then handed the race when Thorwald- 
son first popped a tire and then ran out of 
gas. Hard luck also found Whitey Martino, 
though farther down the trail, and in the end 
found enough of the others to put J. N. Rob- 
erts in Las Vegas some 20 minutes ahead of 
second-place George Walker (on a Kawa- 
saki). Roberts averaged about 40 mph over 
the distance, taking slightly more than 4 
hours to cover the 170 miles, and that was 
quite a performance for a man who had been 
mashed between a Harley-Davidson and a 
car scarcely more than a week earlier. 
Meanwhile, back in the desolation, others 
were struggling manfully onward while con- 
tending with a variety of problems. Razor- 
sharp lava was doing awful things to tires, 





and the desert was taking its usual retribu- 
tion in the form of broken shocks and 
frames and drive chains, hide, flesh and 
bones. Worse, some riders arrived at fuel 
stops to find that their faithful support 
troops had not yet arrived. With so many 
bikes to be fueled, the rutted roads through 
those badlands had developed traffic jams 
and vehicles attempting short-cuts were go- 
ing down in the bottomless sands like so 
many torpedoed ships. Others got lost, or 
their bikes were lost, broken, abandoned, 
etc., etc., with the result that long after J. N. 
Roberts was comfortably reclined on the 
victor’s laurels in Las Vegas and calling for 
peeled grapes, the desert was still alive with 
cursing, struggling men trying to find or be 
found, and trickling ever more slowly 
toward the beckoning comforts of Las Ve- 
gas, vowing to blur the horrors of that day 
with a night of riotous dissipation. 

That's what the S.G.V.M.C.'s Hare and 
Hound is all about: it’s working up a proper 
mood for the festivities that attend one’s ar- 
rival in Las Vegas—win, lose or whatever. 
Those who get there early have the front- 
runners’ reasons for celebrating; late arrivals 
have the reasons already noted. After the 
sixth running of the Barstow-to-’ Vegas race, 
there’ll be all the more reason to whoop it 
up because even more people will enter and 
ride, which means that the winners will have 
defeated an even bigger field and the tail-en- 
ders will have struggled through even more 
dust, murky gloom and utter confusion be- 
fore reaching the yellow-brick road, Emer- 
ald City and the Great Oz. The whole affair 


should, if handled right, combine the most 
entertaining aspects of the Peloponnesian 
wars with the more intricate excesses of a 
Roman banquet, and I wouldn’t miss it for 
anything—though I do plan to attend more 
in the role of Aristophanes than a Thucydi- 
des. Just don’t anyone let that old party- 
poop Euripides in the door. 

Of course, this highly satisfactory result 
will be obtained only if someone doesn’t get 
overcome with efficiency and successfully 
impliment some of the suggestions the well- 
intentioned but misguided have put forward 
to “improve” the race. Most of these would, 
if adopted, either limit the number of entries 
(to avoid traffic jams on the access trails 
along the route) and/or make the route 
more difficult. Any measures taken in either 
of these directions would be a disaster: May- 
be two dozen of the competing horde could 
cope easily with a more difficult ride to Las 
Vegas—the rest would be done-in by the 
trip, and in no condition to participate in the 
ensuing celebration; and less frustration and 
confusion along the route would take the 
fine edge off everyone’s urge to whoop and 
roar after gaining the comparitive safety to 
Las Vegas’ pleasure palaces. 

Thus, my advice to the San Gabriel Valley 
Motorcycle Club is that they make the route 
only just barely difficult enough to com- 
pound any confusion—and to stimulate 
greater confusion for all concerned where 
(if?) that is possible. In a very few years, 
people who don’t even like to ride off-road 
will be riding their Hare and Hound just to 
be in a fitting frame of mind for the party. © 
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mot yling puts it al ead of everybody. 
Its engine keeps it there 





Standing still, the GT-380 looks low, 
fast and racy. It is. 

It looks like it'll do 110 mph. It will. 

But there’s a lot more to it than that. 

Start with the engine. Three cylinders, four pipes. (iii 
center cyclinder exhaust branches off into two pipes.) So the 


delivers 20% more low-end torque. A an a the Suzuki dealer nearest you 
And runs so quiet there’s only a whoosh as you pass. ia 972. 
Polished engine cases, lots of chrome. : zuki Mo Corp., 13767 Freeway Dr., Dept. 
Then the whole design is “squared” off into a smooth , 

profile by deep breathing Ram-Air cooling system. In Canada, ka Sales, Ltd, > 
Ram-Air works exactly like its name implies: it forces 1107 Homer St., Vancouver, B.C. ® 

cool air down over the cylinders: so the 380 runs:fast but doesn't Member: Motorcycle Industry Council, Inc. 

run hot. And everything works like it looks — beautifully. Suzuki: built to take on the country. 
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At last...a way to keep 


e-Gardis 
stem that 


Stop, thief! 


Oh, yeah? 
There have been burglar alarms before 
—but none that a thief with half a brain 
couldn't disarm. Chains and locks might * 
#2 limit an amateur’s action, but they’d only 
Y slow a pro momentarily. And the pickup 
truck brigade is big business. The insurance 
people tell us that over 140,000 cycles 
will be lifted in the next 12 months! 
Will yours be one? 


Enter 
\ Cycle-Gard 


Next to hiring an armed guard 
or taking your cycle to bed, 
Cycle-Gard® is the best protec- 
tion you can get. It’s a warning 
device that blasts away with 
twin horns if your cycle is 
disturbed in any way. Once | 
you set it with its pickproof 
lock, a thief just can’t disarm it. It's sealed | 
and baffled against destruction by water, 
spray paint or pressurized freon. The Cyco- 
lac case is virtually unsmashable. The cir- 
cuitry is shockproof. Cycle-Gard attaches = 
to your cycle’s license plate frame, out of 


i the way. There’s no wiring to mess with. 
94 CYCLE 
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How it works 


Cycle-Gard II is illustrated B 


When you arm Cycle-Gard by removing 
the key (A), test “beep” tells you the 
batteries (B) are OK (note the backup 
battery for fail-safe protection). Should 
either preset switch (C) trip the alarm 
mechanism, the twin horns (D) emit a 
piercing “bee-bee-bee” for as long as 
your cycle is being disturbed, and for a 
full minute after a thief has taken off 
empty-handed. If your cycle is upset, the 
horns sound until you shut them off. 


Two models 





That's Cycle-Gard I. Cycle-Gard II is 
identical, but it also features a built-in 
radio transmitter that broadcasts to this 
pocket receiver, which you carry with 
you. The signal comes in up to 500 feet 


, away. That's what we claim. (Many 


owners say it comes through at better 
than twice that distance.) The receiver 
stays in its own automatic recharger at 
night. It’s on duty while recharging. 


APRIL 1972 





ourcycle ourc cle! 
the security 


really works 


THOUSANDS IN USE 


Cycle-Gard is made in U.S.A. by a leading 
electronics firm. More than 16,000 units 
have been sold. They're really doing the 
job, from what these and many other users 
tell us (actual letters on file): 


“Prevented the theft of a carburetor.” 
D. P., Morage, Calif. 


“If someone taps my bike while parking, Cycle- 
Gard yells bloody murder. Great product.” 
A. F., Bronx, N.Y. 


“| caught someone trying to take something off 
my bike.” I. F., Phila., Pa. 


“Its the best protection next to watching the 


cycle yourself.” S. S., Brattleboro, Vt. 
“It survived a 45 mph collision which totalled 
my bike... still works well.” 

J. J., Baltimore, Md. 


“It saved $800 worth of Kawasaki! When | got 
to my bike, | saw a pickup ripping out of my 
driveway.” A. W. B., Ft. Bliss, Texas 


“Cycle-Gard is a product that does what it 
claims and does it well. It was nice to purchase 
something new that | didn’t have to take back 
because it didn’t work.” 

K. W. B., Royal Oak, Mich. 





+--+ CyClezgard------ 





WARN I Ni G a There is only one Cycle-Gard! Beware of look- 
a alike, sound-alike devices selling for a little less! 


000000.0.0.0 

e 

o 

SECURITY PRODUCTS DIVISION OF ALCOTRONICS = 
Church Road and Roland Ave. AN ALCO STANDARD 

Mount Laurel, N.J. 08057 CORPORATE PARTNER è 

Enclosed find check money order for $ eo 

lo full paymentior LJ Cycle-Gard | @ $29.95 post pai o 

Cycle-Gard II @ $89.95 post paid e 

(New Jersey residents add 5% Sales Tax.) o 

o 

NAME o 

o 

STREET. ` 

CITY. STATE ZIP. o 

e 

o 

o 

o 























The nitty-gritty 

What does a Cycle-Gard cost? Cycle- 
Gard I is $29.95, complete. Cycle-Gard 
II, with radio transmitter, receiver and 


charger, is $89.95. Not cheap... but 
neither was your cycle. 


Save on insurance 


Now the good news. Many leading cycle 
insurers give premium reductions to 
Cycle-Gard users: up to $25 a year for 
Cycle-Gard I, up to $50 a year for Cycle- 
Gard II. Ask your dealer for these com- 
pany names, or ask us. These savings 
could pay for your Cycle-Gard in about 
18 months. 


How to get one 


See your cycle dealer. Or send us a check 
or money order. We'll ship within 24 
hours. Your money will be refunded if 
you're not completely pleased with your 
Cycle-Gard. 


Get one. You'll sleep better with your 
cycle out of your bed! 
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MANN AND HIS BSA 


THEY'RE EVEN BETTER FOR 1972. 


For 1972 Dick Mann wears the No. 1 Grand National Championship plate. 
He won iton BSA. Here are three of his favorites: the 650 Lightning, 

the Victor Trail 500, and the Victor MX 500. 

This year, BSA is making sure the competition won't catch up— 

by constantly improving these already great bikes. 

BSA took everything they learned on the AMA Pro Circuit, 

and put that know-how into BSA for 1972. 

Features like the BSA No-Tank Oil System, race-proven alloy forks 

that are lighter and stronger, aluminum alloy brake hubs that run cooler 


while reducing unsprung weight, the simple, dependable single 
cylinder 500 cc engine. And more. 


Here are some entries in the new BSA line-up for 1972. 
Check them out today—and Ride The Winner tomorrow. 


RIDE THE WINNER 
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CHAMPIONSHIP BIKES. 


BSA LIGHTNING 650. 


This OHV vertical twin is built 

for massive, flexible power. 

The twin cylinders are punched 

by twin Amal concentric carbs, 

each feeding a single cylinder independently. 
The double-loop frame uses 

the center spine instead of an oil tank, 

so saving weight and cooling the oil more efficiently. 
The front forks control road shock 

through two-way hydraulic damping 

that allows 634 inches of travel. 

The conical brake hubs decrease weight, 
increase strength and dissipate 

the heat more rapidly. 

If you want lightning response in a bike, 

you want a BSA Lightning. 


THE VICTOR 500 TRAIL AND THE VICTOR 500 MX. 


Here’s a pair of winners for off-road riding and motocross competition. 

These bikes are streamlined down to the toughest minimum, 

and beefed up with mighty 4-stroke engines that deliver 

plenty of torque out of every cc. 

The special BSA No-Tank oil system runs the lube 

through the frame, lightens unsprung weight 
along with alloy race-proved racing forks. 

Get out on a Victor Trail or a Victor MX— 

500’s that let you know 

=. you're Riding The Winner. 
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BSA BSA BSA 
LIGHTNING 650. VICTOR 500 TRAIL. VICTOR 500 MX. 
OHV 4-stroke OHV 4-stroke OHV 4-stroke 















































ENGINE TYPE: 
CYLINDERS: 2 1 1 
MAX. TORQUE: 39.4 ft.lbs. @ 6500 rpm 28 ft. Ibs.@ 5000 rpm 35 ft. Ibs. @ 5000 rpm 
BORE/STROKE: 75 x 74 mm 84 x 90 mm 84 x 90 mm 
9:1 10:1 10:1 
TRANS: 4-Speed gearbox 4-Speed gearbox 4-Speed gearbox 








CARBURETOR: 2-Amal 30mm conc. Amal 30mm conc. Amal 32mm conc. 


















FRONT TIRE: Dunlop 3.25 x 19” K70 | Dunlop 3.00 x 20” Trials | Dunlop 3.00 x 20” Sports 
Dunlop 4.00 x 18” K70 | Dunlop 4.00 x 18” Trials | Dunlop 4.00 x 18” Sports 








FRONT BRAKE: 6” SLS 6” SLS 



















































REAR BRAKE: 7” SLS 7” SLS 
WHEEL BASE: 54” 54” 

GRND. CLEAR.: TA” TA” 

DRY WEIGHT: 298 Ibs. 260 lbs. 

FUEL TANK: 21% gals. (alum. tank) 1% gal. (alum. tank) 








4% pts. 
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BSA MOTORCYCLE CORPORATION A DIVISION OF THE BIRMINGHAM SMALL ARMS COMPANY, INC. 
EAST P.O. BOX 6790, BALTIMORE, MD. 21204 WEST P.O. BOX 337, DUARTE, CALIF. 91010 


800c.c. 


KITS 
ONLY 


1995 


First 9sec. single engine Triumph. First 9sec. gasser, 
first 8sec. Triumph fueler. If performance is first, be first 
with a Routt equipped Triumph. 


Also Available: 750cc Drop on Kit and 850cc Street Kit. 


Trident & Rocket 3 Big Bore Kit— $149.50 
A65 740cc Kit— $125.00 


Triumph 
Hard 
Tail 


METALFLAKE DISTRIBUTORS 


Chrome 
Steel Rims 


Novelty 
T-Shirt 


WM 1x19 40 hole $12.00 
WM 1x21 40 hole $13.50 


Heavy Duty Spoke Sets 


8 gauge Stainless Steel Spoke 
with Chrome Nipples individually 
packaged 40 to a set 


Triumph Rear Hub to H D 

16° Rim $16.00 
Spool Hud to 17 Rim 16.00 
Spool Hub to 18 Rim 16.00 
Spoo! Hub to 19° Rim 16.00 
Spool Hub to 21” Rim 16.00 


Custom Seats 


T-Shit— $2.50 
State Size: S-M-L 


Extended Fork Tubes 


Fork Brace, $17.95 


Inner Spring Kit, $16. 


Tnumph $44.95 
Triumph STATE 


71on 49.95 year. 
8SA 44.95 MIO 
BSA - length 

71 on 49.95 
Norton 49.95 H-D74 49.95 
Sportster 44.95 Honda 49.95 





Add $10. for Chrome Plating. 


$2. more for 12” or longer. 


Triumph, B.S.A. 
Harley and Honda 


$37.50 





Chopper Tank 


2 gal. $26.95 


Custom Oil Tanks 
of 


Round Oil Wedge Oil 
Tanks Tanks 


44.95 $62.95 


CYCLE CENTER 


PHONE (301) 779-3330 


4633 42ND PLACE 
HYATTSVILLE, MD. 20781 


Send $1.00 for Catalog 


REFUNDED ON 1ST ORDER 
Freight paid on all orders of $250.00 or more. 


CIRCLE NO. 35 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 














STUNTMAN Continued 


demonstrate that the bike was out of con- 
trol. But to get the right camera angle for 
the shot, J.N. would have to ride within a 
few inches of a washout in the cliff that 
couldn’t be seen from the saddle of the mo- 
torcycle. Alan solved that problem by 
climbing down in the washout and bracing 
himself against its walls in order to show 
J.N. where not to ride. 

They ran through the shot. J.N. was 
wobbling the bike so violently it looked as 
if he were going to lose it and go over the 
cliff, but he recovered instantly, passing so 
close to Alan that his footpeg could not 
have been more than two or three inches 
from Alan’s chest. Neither J.N. nor Alan 
seemed at all concerned. 

Meanwhile, it was time for the snatch— 
or, as the stuntmen called it—the jerkoff 
gag. A hundred feet down the steep hill- 
side, a wooden take-off ramp had been 
built on the edge of the cliff. Two of the 
bikes were being equipped with explosives 
and chemicals resembling napalm. Manne- 
quins would be tied to the bikes. Alan 
Gibbs, wearing a special harness with a ca- 
ble attached to it, would sit behind the 
dummy and ride the bike down the hillside 
to gain speed. When he got to the takeoff 
ramp, the cable would yank him backward 
off the bike. 

The cameras, stationed a hundred yards 
from the base of the cliff, would not see 
Alan or the takeoff ramp. All they would 
record was the motorcycle with the dum- 
my, Sailing out off the edge of the cliff. The 
handlebars were fitted with special contact 
strips, so that as soon as the handlebar 
touched the ground the contact would ex- 
plode the bomb and scatter burning na- 
palm all around. Nobody was saying just 
how hairy this stunt was supposed to be, 
but everyone got real sober whenever they 
talked about it, and several of the best 
stuntmen in town (including the man who 
had recently jumped off the Golden Gate 
Bridge and lived) were here to watch. 

J.N. and I were at the edge of the mead- 
ow, talking. Alan had walked halfway 
down the hillside to the pit where the tech- 
nicians were checking out one of the bomb 
bikes. Suddenly Alan shouted, “Fire!” The 
bomb bike was in flames. A fireman with a 
shovel stood nearby; he began to shovel 
dirt on it. Alan yelled, “Somebody bring a 
fire extinguisher!” 

J.N. leaped up and grabbed an extin- 
guisher. Running like a gazelle, he took off 
down the hillside, heading for the burning 
bomb bike. But Alan shouted, “Jumbo, 
don’t go near that thing! Give the extin- 
guisher to the fireman; that’s what he’s 
paid for! I don’t want you to get blown 
up!” Reluctantly, J.N. handed over the ex- 
tinguisher and the fireman put out the 
blaze before the bomb could go off. 

The incident rattled everybody in the 
stunt crew. The bike could just as easily 
have gone off while they were all crowded 
around it and Alan was sitting on it; only a 








Windjammer is the best fairing 
we have ever made. Five years of 
everything we know about wind, 
weather, and you. 

We've made frame mounting sim- 
ple, direct and uncomplicated. In- 
stalled a super headlight that uses 
a standard automotive replacement 
lamp. Provided storage space for 
all your odds and ends, plus a 
list of options like tonneau covers, 
special graphics and a_ bolt-on 
lower half that makes Windjam- 
mer a full coverage fairing. 

Available for Honda 500 € 750, 
BMW 750, Kaw. 750 €: Suzuki 750 


Send $1.00 for catalog 


Vetter 


Vetter Falring 
PO. box 927 Rantoul, Ill. oars 
Ph.1-217-892 - 2600 


EUROBIKE BIKE 





DISCOVER 
EUROPE 
ON A BIKE! 


e INDIVIDUAL ECONOMY JET FARES OR 
GROUP INCLUSIVE TOUR PACKAGES 


OVER 15 MAKES OF TAX FREE MOTOR- 
CYCLES FROM 50CC - 750CC 
@ LICENSE, REGISTRATION & INSURANCE 
INCLUDED 


RETURN SHIPMENT FROM ANYWHERE IN 
EUROPE TO THE U.S. OR CANADA 


: Euro-Bike Inc. Dept. 4 
: 810 18th Street, N.W. 
+. Washington, D.C. 20006 





> Name S = > Age 
. please print or write plainly 


: Address 








| City & State Zip 





Hodaka is a product of mud, sand and 
sweat. Competition is == q 
the testing ground. 


Hodaka engineers are 
the competitors. 


This motorcycle is 
what they live. 


Hodaka people combine this 

“performance-proving” with superb 
craftsmanship. The result is that the buyer — 
gets a motorcycle that he can depend on. 


Athena, Oregon, the home of Hodaka, is 
hidden in the rolling foothills of the 
Blue Mountains, affording a natural ter- 
rain for the testing and development of 
this superb, lightweight motorcycle. Ho- 
daka was born in the desert sand and 
mountain mud of Eastern Oregon... 
christened in an environment ideally 
suited for the refinement of motorcycle 
design. Hodaka is continually being 
functionally improved by our engineers 
. men who live motorcycling. 


For eight years, these men have de- 
voted their vocation and recreation to 
the development of just one machine. 


This is the story of Hodaka. The motor- 
cycle born eight years ago from the 
desires and designs of a few motorcycle 
enthusiasts who wanted to produce the 
world’s best lightweight motorcycle. 


In this one model design, thinking 
motorcycle buyers have found the fea- 
tures of a superb, lightweight motor- 
cycle. Basically, Hodaka is an outstand- 
ing trail motorcycle, and comes close to 
being the perfect multi-purpose machine 
for most any kind of rugged use. 


Enduro riders find that features like the 
trip-set odometer, which allows them to 
add or subtract tenths of a mile, wide 
ratio transmission, adjustable folding 
foot pegs, and an improved suspension 
system, front and rear, make Hodaka a 
wise choice. The newly developed cush- 
hub rear end adds life to a machine 
famed for its durability. 


Designed and Imported by PABATCO, Athena, Oregon 97813 


Canadian inquiries: Gemini Ltd., 2525 Stephens St., Vancouver, B.C. 
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Hodaka test rider in competition, blasting down an 


You don't have to haul Hodaka to the 
back country. It’s fully equipped from 
the crate, street legal and raring to go 
with big, bright lights and superb 
handling characteristics. 


Few other motorcycles in Hodaka's 
class can equal the performance of its 
piston port, two stroke engine. Power is 
developed over a broad RPM range. The 
engine doesn't have to be wrung-out 
like a dish rag to perform. Above all, 
Hodaka's power plant has proven itself 
durable and dependable. 


The widely imitated twin-tube steel 
frame surrounds and protects the en- 
gine and the strong 5-speed transmis- 
sion from the impact of rocks and logs 
in rugged cross country competition, 
where Hodaka is outstanding. 


Hodaka has the features and qualities 
that will get you coming and going. It’s 
the right choice as you come into the 
motorcycling world for your first bike, 
or going back from a weighty slug to a 
more manageable, quick lightweight. 


You can enjoy the right feeling of unity 
with your Hodaka 
. correct power- 
to-weight ratio... . 
“Hodakability”. 


Many manufactur- 
ers annually crank 
out a confusing 
line-up of models 
and styles... with 


HODAKA 
SALES 
SERVICE 





Oregon mountain in the Trask Mt. Two-Day Trial. 


each successive model year stomping 
the last into forced obsolescense. Ho- 
daka has constantly improved the one, 
basic design, engineering improvements 
that can be added to previous models 
with a retention of value being the 
important result to the Hodaka owner. 


Hodaka has the ability... Hodaka has 
the equipment and performance. It's 
what happens when a machine is de- 
signed, engineered and hand-crafted by 
men who are knowledgeable motor- 
cyclists, themselves. It kind of brings to 
mind the early days of the silversmiths 
and the carriage-makers, and so on. 


They pride themselves in doing one 
thing . . . and doing it better than 


others . . 


. through attention to detail 


and maintaining their high standard of 


workmanship. 


We have this thing about our Hodaka 

. we love it! And we'd like to share 
it with you. Examine one at your 
Hodaka dealers. Hodakability's tough 


to beat. 


! For a copy of our booklet “The Hodaka l 


: Story” and the address of your nearest 
: dealer, send 25¢ to PABATCO, 472 East 
; Sherman Road, Athena, Oregon. 97813 











‚Suzuki i- Cross. | 


- 1971 was a good year for (Belgium’s 71 World 250cc Sylvain sen the ue 

Belgians and Suzukis. Moto-Cross Champion) and — plugs in his Suzuki to 

Sylvain Geboers (a Belgian) Roger DeCoster (Belgium’s Champion Gold Palladiums. — 
captured the first two events ’71 World 500cc Moto-Cross -And became Suzuki’s third 
in last fall’s Trans-AMA — Champion), the flying trio - Champion-sparked Moto- 
Moto-Cross Series. On a combined talents to take five Cross Champion for ”71. 
Suzuki. And raced on to lead of the series” last six events 
the standings throughout the including 1-2-3 sweeps at 
12-race series. Puyallup, Washington and = CHAMPION 

.Joined mid-season by Suzuki Saddleback Park, California. ® 
teammates Joel Robert Like Joel and Roger, ° 

3 Toledo, Ohio 43601 


20 million people have switched to Campion Spark Plugs. 
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fluke had prevented the bomb from ex- 
ploding. They had no good reason to be- 
lieve that one of the other bombs would 
not blow up prematurely. This stunt (or 
gag) had changed from an incredibly 
tricky assignment into a nightmare. But 
honor was at stake. The expensive, greedy 
cameras were waiting. These men had said 
they could do the stunt, so they would do 
it. 

Alan and I walked down to the edge of 
the cliff, standing on J.N.’s tire marks. Su- 
zanne, Alan’s wife, joined us. Alan said, 
“Babe, don’t you get anywhere near the 
edge of this cliff; it can break, and you'd 
fall off.” He stared at the riverbed two 
hundred feet below, mentally calculating 
speeds and distances one last time. 

Alan Gibbs is short—about 5'8”—and 
of medium build. He is 31 years old, and 
looks about like Brian Donlevy looked at 
that same age. When he speaks, his voice is 
husky and slightly breathless; he can ex- 
press himself very simply and clearly. 
When you speak to him, he gives you his 
entire attention no matter how harassed he 
might be. And today he’s harassed. Some 
of the men who live with danger are people 
who have no imagination; they combine ig- 
norance with confidence—but Alan isn’t 
one of those. You can look Alan in the face 
for thirty seconds and know that he is a 
thinking man with a lot of intelligence and 
imagination, a man with a normal set of 
fears. The difference between Alan and 
most other people is that he controls his 
fear when it counts. 

Another stuntman joined us at the edge 
of the cliff. He looked down at the riv- 
erbed. In a light, careless voice he said, “If 
that cable don’t hold, it’s adios, man. You 
go off the cliff and it’s airborne city. You 
ain’t gonna live through it. It’d kill you in 
a minute.” 

Alan nodded in perfect agreement. 

J.N. and Alan walked out on the ramp 
and began measuring the lengths of the 
steel cable—the other end of which was 
tied to a special delaying ratchet above the 
pit where the bomb bike sat—and the be- 
laying ropes. The ropes would be attached 
to Alan’s harness jacket, along with the ca- 
ble. Two of the stuntmen would tie off and 
hold those ropes, as a last-ditch emergency 
measure if the cable should fail. 

Most of the people had left the meadow 
and were waiting far below with the cam- 
eras. Only eight of the stuntmen and tech- 
nicians were left on the hillside working 
with the bomb bike and the cable. They 
trudged up and down the steep slope in the 
hot sun, sweating, deeply worried. But 
they joked with one another. 

Dick Albain was checking out the wir- 
ing of the bomb. Someone else attached the 
dummy (named Roger Dangerfield) to the 
motorcycle with bungee cords and ducting 
tape. Rodney was dressed the same way as 
J.N., except that the dummy’s feet were 
bare; his boots hadn’t shown up, and it was 
too late to hold up the shot for them. 

There were a million last-minute details; 


APRIL 1972 








NEW! CLEANS ANYTHING 
ON TWO WHEELS...QUICK ’N’ EASY! 
JET-X MOTORCYCLE/BICYCLE 
PRESSURE WASHING AND POLISHING KIT 


No matter what your bike—street, trail, competition or mini—here's the fast, 
easy way to keep it bright and shiny. The JET-X Cycle Kit has everything you need 
to pressure wash, rinse, degrease, and polish your bike...in minutes: + JET-X 
Pressure Washer with fan tip nozzle. Attaches to garden hose, blasts a cleansing 
spray of foamy JET-X suds into hard-to-reach, hard-to-clean places. - JET-X Suds 
(16 oz.) Self-acting in cold water to dig under dirt and loosen it. Non-toxic, biode- 
gradable, phosphate-free. + Litl Squirt Grease & Tar Remover (3-1/2 oz.) Whisks 
away stubborn spots. Handy squeeze bottle. » Cycle Cleaner & Polish (12 oz.) 
Wipes on. Wipes off. Silicone-formulated for a long- 
lasting shine on paint, chrome, polished aluminum, Only $8.95 
helmets, windscreens. Look for JET-X at $ 

JET-X Cycle Kit 
(Model No. 18) 








your local cycle shop or dealer. If the AÑ 
JET-X Cycle Kit is not available locally, į ss" Be 
order direct. Send $10.00. No C.O.D:s, SR 
please. 


y / 7 AT 


JET-X Corporation, 2550 W. 2nd Ave., Denver, Colorado 80217 
CIRCLE NO. 46 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 








GUIDE TO EARNING 
EXTRA INCOME 


A Ziff-Davis Publication 


All new—first time ever pub- 
lished! Everything you need to 
know about full and part time 
money-making. How to start 
your own mail order business « 
22 proven and profitable home 
business ideas e How to earn 
extra $’s e Franchising • Vend- 
ing machines + Advice on cut- 
ting living costs. Only 75¢. 

Order from Ziff-Davis Service Division, 

595 Broadway, New York, New York 10012. 
Enclose an additional 25c for postage and handling. 





guide to 
Ir ING EXT) BA 


ENDURO: 155 pages of must reading on all 


aspects ot motorcyle endurance runs. By 
Thomas Firth Jones, wiith 33 action photos by 
Boyd Reynolds. Expert advice on buying, modi- 
fying, maintaining, clothing, riding technique, 
keeping time, layout, statistics of the sport. 
Hardback, $5.50; paper; $2.95. Chilton Book 
Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 19106. - 
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TURN IT 





Whatever you ride . . . wherever 
you ride .. . D-A Speed-Sport 
Motor Oil belongs! D-A, the oil 
specialist, blends Speed-Sport to 
protect performance engines un- 
der the toughest competition. That 
means your engine will have maxi- 
mum protection under all condi- 
tions. D-A Speed-Sport Motor Oil 
... available from selected dealers 
. . everywhere. 








SPEED-SPOF 
Motor Oil 








= for decals 
RACING DIVISION 
D-A LUBRICANT COMPANY, INC. 


1331 West 29th Street © Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 
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Alan dealt with them as they came. He 
crouched in the pit behind the bomb bike 
while the others fastened the cable and the 
belaying ropes to his harness. 

The radio spoke with a British accent: 
“How long will you be?” 

Someone passed the radio to Alan. 
“About five minutes more, Mr. Winner.” 

“Very well.” 

Dick Albain stood up. “She's all hooked 
up now. Whatever you do, don’t let that 
bike fall before you get off it, or it'1l go off 
in your face and blow your head off.” 

Alan nodded. 

The radio spoke again. “What's the 
holdup?” 

Another stuntman says, “We're just 
starting the bike.” 

I looked down the slope to the take-off 
ramp, and the emptiness below. I tried to 
imagine myself sitting on the bike instead 
of Alan, and my mind screamed. It was 
just too scarey to contemplate. 

Alan was still crouched behind the bike. 
Somebody kicked it through, and the air 
was filled with the nerve-rasping exhaust 
sound of the two-stroke engine. Alan 
crawled on the back of the bike behind the 
dummy. Suzanne ran up. In an urgent low 
voice, Alan said, “Get away from this 
thing Babe. Get away now! It may blow up 
anytime.” Suzanne retreated. 

A stuntman grabbed the microphone. 
“We're ready whenever you are, Mr. Win- 
ner” 

“Okay; start now.” 

Alan got the nod. He slipped the clutch, 
revved the engine, and started down the 
hillside. He had passed the point of no re- 
turn, about three-quarters of the way down 
the ramp, when the engine died without 
warning. The bike slowed, but he wasn't 
goint to be able to stop it on time. He was 
on the ramp, and the bike was just going to 
dribble off the end as if it had been stand- 
ing there and somebody had pushed it 
over. 

Alan threw the bike down on its side. 
We were too stunned to duck. But the left 
handlebar grip, with its detonator contact, 
had missed the edge of the ramp by one 
inch. Alan was alive by one inch. 

We ran down to the bike. Dick ripped 
off the detonator wiring with his hands. 
Alan got to his feet and walked back up 
the hill to the radio. “Mr. Winner.” 

“Yes, what happened?” 

“While I was running down the hill, the 
engine loaded up, so rather than let the 
bike go off lousy, I just stopped the shot.” 

“You’re quite right; will you need more 
preparation time?” 

“About five more minutes.” 

The entire crew grabbed the bomb bike 
and laboriously pulled it backwards up the 
hillside to the preparation pit. 

There was a thin slime of spilled gaso- 
line and dust on the ramp. Jan Vincent 
swept the ramp and then wiped it off care- 
fully. 

Alan, J.N., and Jan checked and remea- 
sured the lines. Alan said, “Hey, the cable 
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triggered the slowdown ratchet right when 
it was supposed to, so it will work okay.” 

They went back to the bomb bike. Dick 
was rewiring the detonator. He said, 
“You’da been killed for sure. Don’t ever do 
that again. If you’re going one mile an 
hour, and you want to stop, just get off the 
back end of the bike and let it go, because 
... because. . . this. . . this. . . when 
you see it go off, you won’t believe it. As 
long as that goddamn thing gets off the 
cliff, that’s all you really care about.” 

“No, Dick, that’s not all I really care 
about. For me, I want it to. . .” 

“Well, I know what you want.” 

By now, everybody was grouped around 
the bike, working on it. 

“Throw me that tape.” 

“I need a short piece of wire.” 

“Look, gas is pouring out of the carbu- 
retor; it’s not gonna start.” 

A visiting stuntman, who had been 
watching from below, now walked up to 
Alan. “What happened? Was the dummy 
sitting straight when you took off?” 

“Yeah, everything was fantastic, except 
the bike wouldn’t run.” 

“Well, that’s just a minor detail.” 

The crew continued its work beneath the 
hot sun. 

“Tell me when you’re gonna legalize 
that bomb, willya, Dick?” 

“Jesus Christ, it’s smoking!” 

“The goddamn bike’s on fire!” 

“Where's the fire extinguisher?” 

SSSST! SSSSST! SSSSST! The fire was 
out. 

“Tt’s okay; nothing was damaged.” 

“Better keep that extinguisher right 
here. Alan can’t get out from behind the 
bike very quick with all those cables on.” 

The radio sounded exasperated. “Alan, 
what’s the holdup?” 

“We had to rewire the detonator, Mr. 
Winner. It should be about five more min- 
utes.” 

They tried to start the engine. Kick, 
kick, kick, kick, kick. It didn’t even sound 
interested. 

“We need a T-260.” 

Kick, kick, kick, kick, kick, kick. 

“Can we lean the bike over a little more 
the other way? I can’t hold it up like this 
much longer.” 

“Lean it any way you want to; just don’t 
drop it.” 

Kick, kick, kick, kick, kick, kick. 

“Goddamn, it’s on fire again!” 

SSST! SSSST! SSSST! 

“Whew, I thought it was gonna go up 
for sure that time.” 

The crew was exhausted. Their nerves 
had long since reached and passed the 
breaking point. But they kept going, polite 
with each other, trying hard not to make a 
mistake when it would be so easy to do just 
that. 

By now I believed that Alan was going 
to get killed. Too many things had gone 
wrong. One way or another, it seemed that 
the bomb bike was going to explode before 
Alan could get it off the cliff. And by now, 
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surely all he could think about was ending 
the ordeal quickly—one way or another. 

Kick, kick, kick, kick, kick, kick. Unbe- 
lievably, the engine came to life and started 
running. We stared at it, stupefied. Alan 
screamed the engine, trying to clean it out. 

One of the stuntmen used the radio to 
check with the director; he gave Alan the 
go-ahead. Flicking the throttle with quick, 
sharp raps, he got the wheels rolling and 
then turned it on, picking up speed. The 
bike reached the ramp. The ratchet trig- 
gered and pulled Alan backward off the 
bike. He went up in the air, turning. The 
bike sailed off the end of the ramp, with 
the dummy intact. Alan landed heavily 
and lay still WHOOM! A loud explosion 
below. 

We ran down to the ramp. Alan looked 
up groggily. 

“Tt was beautiful, Alan!” 

“It was perfect; it went over just right.” 

Alan crawled to his feet. In a clear voice 
he said, “Oh, what a nut-stretcher that is.” 

“I thought you'd broken your neck.” 

“No, it cooled me for just a minute. I bit 
my tongue a little bit, that’s all.” 

Alan hobbled back to the radio. “Mr. 
Winner.” 

“Yes, Alan?” 

“How did it look?” 

Very good indeed, but we’re quite anx- 
ious to go ahead with the other bike. How 
long will it take?” 

“Our men will have to rig up a new bike 
to replace the first one that burned. I’d say 
an hour.” 

Okay, Alan. We'll break for lunch.” 

Alan had done it. He had pulled off the 
stunt and lived. The unending nightmare 
had finally ended. The little crew started 
telling each other how scared they had 
been, crouching around that bomb bike 
and feeling, deep down, that Alan wasn’t 
going to make it. 

After lunch, Alan talked about the jerk- 
off and his job. 

“I planned that jerk-off as well as I 
could, but there are always so many varia- 
bles in each new setup. You’re never exact- 
ly sure what’s gonna happen until you try 
it once. So many things can go wrong. But 
now I’ve done it once, and I learned a lot. 
The second one will go better. 

“A jerk-off is a common gag. This one is 
only bad because once I get in the air, 
there’s a moment when all I can see is the 
ground at the bottom of the cliff, and I 
don’t know if that cable has got me or not. 
It’s a spot where you don’t breathe until 
you’re down.” 

“What's it like to get jerked off the 
bike?” 

“If you ever want to know, tie one end 
of a fifteen-foot rope around something 
solid, tie the other end around your waist 
and take off running as hard as you can.” 

How, I asked Alan, do you fit into the 
scheme of things? 

“I'm a stunt coordinator, and my job is 
to know how to set everything up. While 
I’m reading the script, Pm thinking who 
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would be good for this particular gag, and 
would be good on that one. I hire only pro- 
fessional stuntmen: I know what they can 
do and what they can’t do. Then the direc- 
tor tells me exactly what kind of results he 
wants, and I lay out the stunt, and I tell 
the stuntman how I think it should be 
done. I leave it to him to put on his own 
personal touches, because no two men 
think exactly alike. 

“Knowing how to ride a bike fast isn’t 
enough here. The idea is that you’ve gotta 
work for the cameras. The end result is 
what counts, so you have to be kinda 
flashy . . . You're a showoff, really, in a 
sense. 

“That sort of thing there—the jerk-off— 
well, the realism of it doesn’t hit you until 
you start down toward that ramp, and 
then you realize that you’re doing it again. 
But it’s my job, and I enjoy my job. I don’t 
like getting hurt. I’ve been hurt a couple of 
times. But even though I rush and rush 
and rush, I’ve pretty well got figured out in 
my mind what I want to do. 

“Tve done my share of the tough ones. I 
want to do some more shows, and then if 
the opportunity comes along, Pd like to be- 
come a second-unit director, working in 
action pictures. I’ve learned what's in- 
volved, and I think I could get the guys to 
put on a good show without hurrying them 
so much they get hurt.” 

The lunch hour was finished, and a 
group of people joined us. It was time to 
get started on the second jerk-off shot. 
Alan asked somebody, “How about send- 
ing up some smelling salts this time? Pd 
like to have them in case I get cooled out 
real good.” 

The atmosphere on the hillside was a lot 
more relaxed as the crew prepped the sec- 
ond bomb bike. Alan said, “Boy I sure will 
be happy if this second one don’t give us as 
much trouble as the first one did.” 

Jan said, “Yeah, who wants to sit 
around picking shrapnel out of his teeth?” 

Alan was dressing for the stunt. 

Dick said, “You'd better put your boots 
on.” 

“I don't need them this time.” 

“Dumb bastard, put them on.” 

“Okay.” 

“Say, you didn’t even have on your 
leather pants that first shot.” 

“Naw, I didn’t even have enough time to 
put "em on. I just wore some Levis, and I 
blew them in half.” 

“Shame the cameras didn't see that—it 
would have been a lot neater than just 
watching a bike run off a cliff.” 

Then Dick returned obstinately to the 
earlier subject: “But it was still stupid.” 

“But I didn’t want it to be a lousy shot, 
with the bike just dribbling off the cliff.” 

J.N. walked up. ““Say Al, I’ve been 
thinking. Let's get a mattress. Then a cou- 
ple of us can be right beside the ramp, at 
the snatch point. As soon as you get pulled 
off the bike, we'll throw the mattress right 
under you. Then if you land on your head 
again, you won't get hurt.” 
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LONDON, ENGLAND. 








“Yeah, Jumbo, but you’ll be right next 
to that cable, and if it gets you. . .” 

“No, Al, we can be right over there, and 
that’s out of the way of the cable.” 

“Okay.” 

J.N. went up to his truck and brought 
down the mattress. 

Dick finished up his wiring job and said, 
“Okay, this bike is hot; don’t drop it.” 

A stuntman kicked the starter, and the 
engine fired. Alan climbed aboard the 
Husky, sitting behind the dummy. 

“Okay, steady the lines.” 

“I got my knees jammed in this thing.” 

“This bike’s running good, Alan. You 
don't have to go a bit goddamn faster than 
before, and it’ll land good.” 

“Will somebody hand me my gray hel- 
met and my gloves?” 

“All right, Alan; you got the okay from 
below. Just take off and close your eyes.” 

“Close your eyes!” Everybody laughed. 

Alan looked off down the ramp and 
revved the engine, psyching himself up. He 
took off, and the bike picked up speed. His 
lineup with the ramp was perfect. The bike 
started up the ramp, and the cable plucked 
him off. The motorcycle sailed off the 
jump. This time Alan didn’t go as high in 
the air, but he was tumbling again. Like a 
flash, J.N. and the other stuntman stood 
up and flung the mattress beneath Alan. It 
had just touched the ground when Alan 
landed hard on it, on the back of his neck. 
He lay still. There was a loud explosion 
from the riverbed below. 

We ran toward Alan. 

“Don’t move him.” 

“J.N., you guys sure did that one right.” 

Several people were helping Alan to sit 
up. He said, “It’s okay, just easy, that’s 
all.” 

“Are you all right?” 

“I just gotta get my wind back.” 

Then Alan looked at J.N. “If that mat- 
tress hadn’t been there. . .” 

“We didn’t get the mattress. . . that 

. far underneath you.” 

Shakily Alan stood up. Our little group 
cheered loudly: YAAAY YY! 

He smiled. “I tell you one thing. Don’t 
ask me for another one of them bastards.” 
He paused, and then added, “Not today.” © 
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Test ride the new 850 Eldorado at your nearest Guzzi dealer. 


PREMIER MOTOR CORP/Hasbrouck Heights, N.J. 07604/Sole Distributor for U.S. & Canada 
A Berliner Group Member/Norton* AJS* Ducati* Moto Guzzi® BeBe* Metzeler Tires 
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KEEP GOING.. wherever you GO! 


For anyone who has ever 
replaced a chain! 


Remove connecting pins with ease. . . 
just position chain in tool... a few turns 
of the handle and the long, tool-steel 
punch removes connecting pin com- 
pletely. Model C-3540 (at left) for #40 
and smaller chains features ball bear- 
ing swivel between handle and punch. 
Models A-4050 and B-3540 use wrench 
as handle. Ductile iron bodies .. . zinc 
plated steel clamping cylinders and 
punch. Ideal for Christmas gifts. 








MODEL B-3540 MODEL A-3540 

For #40 & #50 For #35 & #40 For Mini-bikes TOOL COMPANY. INC. 

roller chains. roller chains. (Stamped steel 208 West Sixth/Newton, Kansas 67114 
50 ppd. $7.50 ppd. handle) $3.50 ppd. Suite 210/Tel: 316-283-6038 


NO TOOL BOX IS COMPLETE WITHOUT A CHAIN-A-PART! 


MODEL A-4050 


If you're ready for a step up from 
the mini-bike class — take a giant step. 
TORA! 
We designed Tora to be the kind of 
cycle that isn't going to be outgrown. 
In size, we've scaled it to be big enough 
to make sense for the whole family yet 
small enough to be safely handled by 
the junior enthusiasts — 16’’ wheels and 
i a 45” wheelbase. Between those 16” 
it all adds up wheels is a frame with the kind of 
strength you wouldn’t expect to find 
in anything short of a full sized enduro. 
We gave it a 4-speed transmission 
and a boost-ported rotary valve engine: 
a “supercharged” version of the engine 
we've proven in thousands of Bridge- 
stone lightweights. Its high torque six 
horsepower is equal to any terrain. 
And because we designed Tora for 
off-the-road use, we went the whole 
389 route on suspension: a 
ý ceriani-type front fork 
and swing arm/shocks in 
the rear. 

Even that’s not all. We 
added moto-cross handlebars, 
ball-end levers, folding foot- 

pegs. and magneto powered 
— lighting system. 

Then, we styled Tora 
to look as good as it 
> really is. 

Check it at your 
Rockford dealer’s. 
You'll find it adds 
up to the great- 
est thing that has 
happened to mo- 
# tor sports in a 
decade. 


se 


Gu 


| Rockford Motors Inc. 
1911 Harrison Avenue 
Rockford, Illinois 61101 


| Please send literature on the new Tora and the 
| Rockford mini-cycle line. 


| Name 


by rockford motors inc. |“ 


1911 Harrison Ave. Rockford, Ill. 61101 
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TRIALS Continued from page 71 


bike out on a big piece of glass covered 
with grease, and I stood on the pegs and 
put all my weight on the right footpeg, the 
bike would slide out to the left. So if you 
put your weight on the footpeg nearest the 
hillside, the bike will slide down the slope. 
The way to make an off-camber turn is to 
put your weight on the outside footpeg— 
the one facing away from the hillsides. 

“You have to be careful when you're 
making turns in loose sand. 1 put almost 
all of my weight on the back of the bike, to 
make the front wheel very light. I turn the 
bars very gently and gracefully, and I work 
the throttle very smoothly: the slightest 
jerkiness in turning the bars or using the 
throttle will start the front wheel skidding. 
I look for little rocks in the sand near the 
line my front wheel is taking, and Pll run 
over one of those little rocks every so of- 
ten, to stop the front wheel from skidding. 

“Sometimes downhills can be a problem, 
particularly if you have to drop off a ledge 
three or four feet high and then begin a 
sharp turn a few feet later. To make the 
turn, you have to leave the ledge very, very 
slowly and land on your front wheel. It’s 
easy to go off over the handlebars in a case 
like that. 

“Many riders make it a point never to 
shift gears in a section, but sometimes I do. 
The bottom three ratios in a trials gearbox 
are spaced so closely together that you 
don’t need to use the clutch for shifting, so 
you can keep a firm grip on the handle- 
bars. The main thing about shifting is 
learning how to take your foot off the peg 
and put it on the shift lever without affect- 
ing your balance at all. 

“There are some other things, such as 
using your body to help the suspension. If 
the shocks and forks have to work against 
your dead weight, then they must com- 
press and rebound just that much more, 
and it takes them just that much longer to 
recover. But the trials rider quickly learns 
what to expect when the bike goes over a 
particular obstacle. When the bike is 
bouncing upward, the rider is bending low- 
er. When the bike is bottoming, the rider is 
rebounding. That way the suspension 
works better and faster, and the rider is 
more capable of keeping a much steadier 
hand on the throttle. 

“Knowing where to look when you're 
riding is also important. I try to keep my 
eyes on the ground about two or three feet 
ahead of the front wheel. If the section has 
several tricky parts, I try to memorize a 
landmark just ahead of each one. 

“You can’t depend upon being able to 
pick an exact line through a section while 
walking the section beforehand, particular- 
ly if you have to wait in line to ride it. Just 
one rider going through a section can re- 
arrange ten rocks, and you may find your- 
self taking an entirely different line than 
you had originally planned. Of course, you 
can do like Mick Andrews. He was demon- 
strating a particular way to get through a 
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Top Gear Leathers. 


CHOSEN BY CHAMPIONS-WORTHY OF THEM. 
These leathers were tested by champion bike riders—men who 
can’t afford second best—who insist on peak performance. 
That’s why all the leather is top grain, why all the zippers are 
extra-heavy duty, why the jackets have a 2-inch windguard 
flap behind the zipper. 

And these are just a few of the luxury details. 

The name Top Gear means what it says. 


GRAND PRIX LEATHERS > 

Outside, they’re trim and stylish from the 
fold-down collar, to the epaulets, from 
the flapped pockets to the yoked back. 
Inside, there’s a snug quilted lining. 
Antique Brown. Jacket 

$59.95. Pants $49.95. 


RALLY LEATHERS 

Ready for riding off-road. 
Jacket and pants are specially 
padded (shoulders, elbows, hips 
and knees) to protect you against 
spills. Black only. Jacket $59.95. 
Pants $59.95. 


DAYTONA LEATHERS 

The Great Classic. Gives you a 
slim, tapered look, yet you get 
full freedom of action from 
features like the stand-up collar & 
and Bi-Swing Action Back. 

Full quilted nylon lining adds 
more comfort and warmth. 
Antique Brown or Black. Jacket 
$49.95. Pants $49.95. 


Ask your bike dealer for details. 


ACCESSORIES INC. 


Specifications subject to change without notice. Printed in U.S.A. 


TOP GEAR ACCESSORIES, INC. PO. BOX 6790, TOWSON, BALTIMORE, MD. 21204 + 2745 E. HUNTINGTON DR., DUARTE, CALIF. 91010 
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Buco 





IS MORE THAN 
JUST HELMETS! 


Sure, we still make the finest quality 
motorcycle helmets you can buy. In fact, we 
have 5 beautiful helmet lines in 1972, the 
all-new “Enduro,” “International,” “GT” and 
“Fashion” Lines plus our never-before- 
offered full coverage “Racing GT” line. 


But BUCO is more than that now! We have a 
whole new group of exciting new motorcycle 
accessory products like: 


+ GOODYEAR TIRES 

» BUCO ELECTRONIC IGNITION 

e DIAMOND CHAIN 

e BUCO/HAYDEN OIL COOLER 

e UNBREAKABLE COLOR FENDERS 
e JEECO CHAIN LUBE 

e NEW LUGGAGE RACKS 

+ SADDLE BAGS 


Your BUCO dealer is a one stop place to 
get a new helmet plus any one or all of 
these terrific new products. 


NATIONAL SALES SERVICE: 
BUCO PRODUCTS, 
7652 BURNET AVENUE, 
VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 91405 
PHONE: (213) 782-5031 


© Mic) La 
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difficult section, and meanwhile somebody 
had knocked a rock in his way. He didn’t 
want it there. So he rode up alongside the 
rock, flicked his front wheel hard, and 
knocked the rock out of his way. 

“Temperament has a lot to do with trials 
riding. I don’t bother to psyche myself up 
before starting through a section; I just 
ride. I make mistakes, but I realize that 
everybody else is making mistakes too, so 
it doesn’t bother me. If I’m having a very 
bad day, I’ll just turn the trials into a prac- 
tice session for myself and still have a good 
time, rather than get disgusted and kick 
the bike. Only about ten percent of the rid- 
ers who I know are at all uptight about the 
competition.” 

Getting Tim Hardin into the act (both 
he and Bob Nicholson are technical spe- 
cialists working for Yankee Motor Compa- 
ny, the OSSA importer), we discussed tri- 
als-bike design. Both Tim and Bob agree 
that a trials machine must be light in 
weight for two reasons. First, the bike 
needs to be able to accelerate as quickly as 
possible—the heavier the bike, the slower 
it will accelerate. And second, the lighter 
the bike, the less body lean needed to steer 
it. You steer the bike by leaning the rear 
wheel to one side or the other; you turn the 
handlebars to make the front end go in the 
same direction. The three Spanish 250cc 
trials machines now weigh around 200 
pounds each. Both Bob and Tim agree that 
it would be nice to make them lighter. Bob 
thinks that 140 pounds would be a good 
minimum. Tim disagrees. He thinks that 
ratio of the sprung weight (most of the mo- 
torcycle) to the unsprung weight (wheels 
and moving suspension components) 
would be wrong. He says that you can only 
get wheels and suspension components so 
light; if you drastically reduce the weight 
of the rest of the motorcycle, there won’t 
be enough weight to make the suspension 
compress and rebound satisfactorily. Bob 
cites his old 141-pound Hodaka home- 
made trials special that would do every- 
thing but brush his teeth; he says that a 
rider is a part of the sprung weight of his 
motorcycle, and that he can move around 
on the bike to help the suspension. 

Both Bob and Tim believe that the en- 
gine in a trials bike needs very heavy fly- 
wheels for momentum. When the bike is 
moving very slowly, the engine is just tick- 
ing over. If the tire hits a rock when the 
piston is just coming up on compression, 
the bike will just stop dead and kill the 
engine if the flywheels aren’t heavy enough 
to keep the piston moving. And there are 
times when momentum at higher speeds is 
very important—such as when you’re 
climbing a steep, loose hillside and you’d 
just spin the rear wheel if you turned on 
the throttle. Momentum means traction. 

But the engine has to be able to deliver a 
lot of torque if you want it to be able to 
push heavy flywheels and accelerate the 
bike rapidly when you turn on the throttle. 
The easiest way to get a lot of torque over 
a wide rpm range is to use a larger engine. 


ANOTHER QUALITY PRODUCT FROM 


W E B C O 


YAMAHA DT-1 LOWERING KIT 


A simple, easy way to modify the frame of 
DT-1 model to make it the same as the new 
DT-2 M/X. Lowers the engine 134” and 
moves it back 7%”. The result is improved 
handling through a lower C.G. along with 
proper swing arm angle, plus improved 
relationship of seat to pegs. Includes full 
instructions for trouble-free installation. 


Webco Catalog, 92 pages, still only $1.00 
SOLD THROUGH AUTHORIZED M/C DEALERS ONLY 


WEBCO INC. 
BOX 429 © VENICE, CAL. 90291 





Exclusively specializing in 


HONDA Parts! 


& accessories for all makes & models 


1-DAY MAIL ORDER SERVICE ANY- 
WHERE — AIRMAIL IF REQUESTED 


Send year, model, engine & frame 

no. with all orders. Write for free 

list of all Honda Repair Manuals 
and Parts Catalogs. 


THRIFTY LAD HONDA, Dept.B 


2411 Lincoln BI., Santa Monica, 
Calif. 90405, (213) 392-3066 





AAR A MOTORCYCLE 
3000 PARTS & ' 
' YUU VU accessories: 


\ SEND $3 for 300 PAGE! 
\4 CATALOG PACKAGE ı 


refundable with $10 purchase, 
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laddress i 
Icity. state_______zip ¡ 
| visit OUR STORE: 7920 Sunset Blvd. Hollywood, Calif. I 
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AGGESSORIES 
BY TRIPLE A 


Personalize your bike! Combine ride with pride. Let Day Co. supply you with fine 
accessories that introduce you to a new world of cycling enjoyment and satisfaction. Ideal 
gifts for the cycling enthusiast too! Order by mail... or come in. We guarantee satisfaction. 
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Just Out! Triple A has gone the whole route and 
designed a completely new fairing for touring. Many 
hours of thought, design and consideration have 
resulted in styling that appears to be a part of the 


lines of the bike. The Triple A Fairing has beaten 
that “add on” look! 


SADDLEBAGS 


A brand new product for 1972. 
The custom styled design in 
molded fiberglass is specially 
fitted to complement today’s 
big bike styling. The roomy 
interior holds touring necessi- 
ties even for the longest trips. 
Reversible lids provide proper silhouette to match any 


Features 








Hand laid fiberglass construction 





















bike styling. Available in either black or white, Triple IGNITION SWITCH Structurally designed windshisid contour 
A's saddlebags have a special finish, allowing custom 3 a 
painting if the owner so desires. Comes complete with PLATE Stainless steel trim 


ignition key relocation plate. Puts 
the keyhole on top between the 
Speedo and Tach. Takes the acro- 
batics out of keyhole finding. 


Price 
FITS ALL HONDAS $4.50 


hangers and hardware for mounting. 


FITS: Honda CB 350, 450, 500, 750; Suzuki TS 500, 
GT 750; Moto Guzzi 750; Yamaha 650. Price $69.50 
a set. One fiberglass saddlebag only $26.00. (Does not 
include hardware for mounting.) 


EXHAUST SYSTEMS 
CB 500/CB 750 


Easily mounted 
Available in Black or White 
MAKE & MODEL CB 350, 450, 500, 750 









Price 
$69.95 





FLOORBOARDS 


Triple A Floor Boards provide the “Good Foundation” for real 
touring pleasure! End the fatigue that takes the fun out of a day’s 
tour and... they also provide that touch of style and safety to 
enhance the lines of any touring bike. 


@ Die Cast Board with Cushion 
Rubber Insert 



























o Boards Pivot to Prevent High- 
side & Protect Engine Cases 
in Case of Laydown 


e Gleaming Chrome Plated 
Mounts 
e All Linkages & New Pedals A 
a A 3 E FITS: Honda CB350—69.59. 
a Provided In Kit CB 450, CB 500, CB 750— 
Bold Four-into-one Styling @ Easily Mounted — Comes 79.95. Suzuki 500, 750 — 


79.95. Yamaha 650 — 79.95 
Moto Guzzi 750 — 79.59. 


Complete with Diagrams & 


Equal Length Headers Instructions 


Slight Increase in Power 
Distinctive Exhaust Note 

Quiet as Stock Pipes 

Glass Pack Muffler/Megaphone 
Exclusive One-Piece Collector 
Does Not Interfere with Other Accessories 
Clears Stock Centerstand 
Gleaming Chrome Finish 

No Bike Modifications Necessary 
MAKE & MODEL 

HONDA CB 750 

LONG (28") MUFFLER SYSTEM 





M.O.R. ( Mount on Rack) 
SCROLL BARS 


Triple A has a unique system of mounting this scroll 
bar... on the Triple A luggage rack! Double utility 
and clean design make this a very popular choice 
among bike accessories. The Mount-On-Rack scroll 


















HONDA CB 500 


LONG (28”) MUFFLER SYSTEM 
(COMPLETE) 


SHORT (18”) MUFFLER SYSTEM 
(COMPLETE) 














COMPLETE) 77 os. 26 eyed) «i.e a ` : A A i 
Bees E aie SU 97.50 bars are of medium height and use either the Triple A 
Plain Scroll Pad or Diamon croll Pad f i 
(COMPLETED na sans wee 90.00 ° E cs a a 


Passenger comfort. 
Specify model of Triple A rack to be mounted on. 


FITS: ALL BIKES. Price 


9.95 





MAIL TO: DEPT. MC-4, BOX 243, 
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Check the 
Kind of Body 
You Want 


A . . . and I'll Show You How 
‘ EASILY You Can Have It! 


$ 

> ust tell me, in coupon below, the 
l kind of body you want—and I’ll give 
it to you SO FAST your friends will be 
amazed! ‘‘Dynamic-Tension,’’ my easy, 
15-minutes-a-day method, will make 
your chest and shoulders bulge 
.. arms and legs surge with 
power...your whole body 

feel ‘‘alive’’! 


Learn 
FREE BOOK how I 


became ‘‘World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed 
Man.” Mail coupon 
à for my free illus- 
\trated 32 pagebook. 
CHARLES ATLAS 
4 Dept. 2264 
i x 49115 E. 23rd St. 
Ey ew ' N.Y.C. 10010 
} a= \ i MAIL THIS 
2, N; UPON N ! 
ww eo 
ln | 
CHARLES ATLAS, DEPT. 2264 
| 115 East 23rd St, New York, N.Y. 10010 | 


Dear Charles Atlas: Here's the Kind of Body I want: l 
(Check as many as you like) 


O Powerful Arms, Legs, Grip | 


More Weight—Solid— O Slimmer Waist, Hips 

in the Right Places [] Better Sleep, More Energy 

Send me absolutely FREE a copy of your famous book 
showing how ‘‘Dynamic-Tension’’ can make me a new 
man—32 pages, crammed with photographs, answers to 
vital questions, and valuable advice. No obligation. i] 
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O Broader Chest, 
Shoulders 






AddreSS.eeeervercvees oo...» 


City & Zip 
State... ooo ooo ooccosonn..o.. Code. ....... 
L In England: Charles Atlas, 21 Poland St., London W. 1 J 


The 250cc trials bike is more or less stan- 
dard; a 360cc engine in a bike of the same 
weight is feasible and would be better. 

Some manufacturers have experimented 
with large-displacement trials machines, 
and they have learned that the design of a 
big trials engine is critical, mostly because 
the firing impulses are spaced so far apart 
at the low rpm used by the riders. Every 
time the engine fires, the bike tends to 
lurch forward a little bit. The larger the 
engine displacement, the greater the jerk- 
ing effect of the firing impulse. 

The engine in a trials bike is usually 
moved as far back in the motorcycle as 
possible, to get its weight off the front 
wheel and on the rear wheel. Right now 
the trend is toward cramming the engine 
up against the rear wheel. But as the en- 
gine is moved back, it must also be lowered 
in the frame, to prevent the bike from com- 
ing over backwards when you apply throt- 
tle going up a steep hill. 

Placement of the footpegs is important. 
Although the bike would handle better if 
the pegs were lower, they are generally 
about 13 or 14 inches off the ground, so 
the rider won't jam his feet against rocks. 

The pegs are mounted way back on the 
frame, usually within anvinch of the lead- 
ing edge of the rear tire. With the pegs lo- 
cated there, the rider can move his weight 
further back when going down something 
vertical. And that layout causes the rider 
to bend forward, with arms outstretched, 


when riding normally. 

The suspension on the current 250cc tri- 
als bikes is pretty good. The forks have 
about seven inches of travel, and the 
shocks have four inches. The springs are 
much softer than on an enduro bike, and 
the damping oil flows faster, because on a 
trials machine you want to be using all of 
the suspension travel at speeds between 
two and fifteen mph. 

The tires also act as suspension. For ev- 
erything but a sea of mud or an acre of 
sand, Bob and Tim prefer two-ply trials 
tires. The trials pattern gives more contact 
on most surfaces, and the flexible sidewalls 
(when run with six pounds of air pressure) 
enable the tires to enfold smaller obstacles, 
rather than skid off them. 

The wheelbase on a trials machine is 
generally 51 or 52 inches. This short 
wheelbase lets the rear wheel track a bit 
closer to the front wheel when inches 
count in sharp turns. The steering-head an- 
gle is 26 degrees from the vertical —about a 
degree and a half steeper than on compara- 
ble enduro machines. 

If the rumors are true, and the large Jap- 
anese motorcycle manufacturers begin put- 
ting numbers of trials bikes on the market 
within the next few years, then the in- 
creased availability of the machines— 
along with the attendant promotion and 
publicity—can develop observed trials into 
the biggest motorcycle participant sport in 
the United States. © 


October 24 1971- Gary Bailey's Bultaco 
failed to finish. That was the only time! 


AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON OCTOBER 24TH, 1971, GARY BAILEY'S BULTACO STOPPED WITH ENGINE TROUBLE. 
BUT THAT WAS THE ONE AND ONLY TIME IN 64 STARTS DURING LAST SEASON! THE REST OF THE YEAR SAW 
THE BAILEY/BULTACO COMBINATION TAKE 43 FIRST PLACES, 11 SECONDS AND 9 OTHER TOP-SIX PLACINGS! 

ALONG THE WAY HE CAPTURED THE 250CC CLASS TITLE IN THE AMA SPRING PROFESSIONAL MOTO-CROSS SERIES. 

WRITE TO BULTACO SERVICES, PO BOX 433, SILVERADO, CALIFORNIA 92676 FOR MORE DETAILS OF BULTACO'S 

COMPETITION-PROVEN RANGE. 
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Motorcycle Doctors all... the wildest bunch of 
editors who ever put together a new series of repair 
and tune-up guides. 

They’re expert rider/mechanics. They speak your 
language ... and write from firsthand experience in 
plain cycleese. 

And their Yamaha guide is available now. Coming 


All models currently in extensive use are covered 
. with maintenance, tune-up, troubleshooting, 

repair procedures. With high-performance modifi- 

cations, specification tables, charts, photographs, 

diagrams, exploded views. 

Write for our free catalog. And watch for publication 

announcements. If you own a Yamaha, order the 


guide now. All others... very worthwhile waiting for. 


$6.95, Harley-Davidson. Chilton Book 
$5.95, All others. Company 
401 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 


Meet your MDs. 


in the next several months... . guides for the BSA, 
Harley-Davidson, Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Tri- 
umph, BMW, and all other popular bikes. 


MOTONCYELE move ray coumen 


Svante E. Mossberg. Digs 
scrambles and motocross 
racing... . perfecting repair 
procedures. Ran a dirt 
racing bike and is now 
looking for a roadracer. 
Likes to brag that 
he once caughta ~ 
three-pound bass. & 


Jim Johnson. Motorcycle 
street riding turns him 
. on. Is a professional 

cycle mechanic. Claims 
he’s cursed and lives in 
poverty because of 

2 Henry Ford and 
E. Soichiro Honda. 


Michael Yampolsky. 
Totally wrapped up in 
cycles, as rider and 
mechanic. Received 
knowledge from Satguru 

in Colorado during an 

11,000-mile cycle trip ¿ 
around North America. 
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KK.. 
FIRST IN 
SERVICE | 


New Honda Fairings . . . Red, Silver & 
Blue “Easy Rider” safety helmets . . . 
Metzeler Tires . . . Lucas electrical equip- 
ment... KK “Golden” Sprockets. 












Honda “Buddy” seats, luggage racks and 
saddle bags . . . KLG spark plugs. . . 
Sta-Bil . . . “Filtron” filters . . . Koni 
shocks. 


A 
Sl 


OCA JD 


Bumper-mounted, chrome cycle carriers 
... Beck cycle accessories . . . Expansion 
chambers for 2-strokes. 


2 


— 
MCM Mufflers . . . Webco Acces- 
sories . . . Carlisle Tires . . . Tri- 


umph 750 Zip Kits . . . Florida Cycle 
Supply . . . Accessories. 














KK SELLS „ec, MEMBER 


WN MOTORCYCLE 
DEALERS (A) INDUSTRY 


ONLY Ze 2 COUNCIL 








"THE ENTHUSIAST'S SUPPLY HOUSE" 


(3 KK Motorcycle Supnlv ( 


431 E. 3RD ST. DAYTON, OHIO 45402 513-222-7818 


Ve tte MOM re 
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DUNSTALL Continued from page 76 


calipers. But they don’t have to, since each 
caliper assembly has two live pucks. 
(Which makes Dunstall’s installation dif- 
ferent from the single disc found on the 
front of the Honda Fours and the 450 and 
on the Kawasaki 750 and 500. On the Jap- 
anese bikes, the caliper assembly has to 
pivot, since only one live puck is used.) 
Both caliper slave cylinders are governed 
by a single master cylinder with two brake 
lines. One runs directly to the right caliper; 
the other incorporates a pressure switch 
(similar to that on the Hondas) that con- 
trols the stop light. Lever pressure is light- 
er than any of the Hondas or the Kawasak- 
is (or, for that matter, either of the two 
new Norton Commandos), and braking 
force was judged to be superior to all. The 
front tire, a massive 4.10—19 Dunlop 
Roadmaster K81, is a necessity. The brake 
demands it. But the tire imposes a penalty 
of its own: while the 810 steers accurately, 
it cannot be flicked left-right-left in the 
manner of some of the more nimble mid- 
dleweights. 

Giganto front tire or no, a quite peculiar 
front-end imprecision was noticed at high 
speed on the drag strip. Static weight dis- 
tribution is 183 lbs. front and 217 lbs rear. 
Under hard acceleration midway through 
third gear, with the rider towards the rear 
of the seat and down out of the wind, the 
front end would begin a low frequency, 
hunting oscillation; the forks were swing- 
ing slowly a few degrees to the left and 
right of dead center, and felt temporarily 
as if the bike's front-end geometry could 
have used a little more trail. 

It wasn’t noticeable in the switch- 
backs—the 810 is solid as a rock, predicta- 
ble, forgiving, its engine comfortably free 
of any soft spots above 3000 rpm, its shift 
linkage, bellcranks and all, positive and ac- 
curate. Only a few nickel-dime distur- 
bances keep it from perfection: throttle ac- 
tion is stiff enough to make accurate down- 
shift/front brake unison a bit of a bother, 
the rear brake could use some help, and 
the sidestand and centerstand are abomi- 
nations. The left-mounted sidestand is use- 
less—it’s weak, and it won't get out of the 
way when fast lefthanders are attempted, 
grounding well before the tires” limits are 
approached. The centerstand is not as le- 
thal in a cornering situation; it doesn’t 
drag badly, but its spring isn’t strong 
enough to keep it flat against the motorcy- 
cle’s belly. In its defense, the bike can be 
pulled up on its centerstand a lot easier 
than can a production Norton. Not in its 
defense, you can’t pull it down with your 
foot, and it looks to be two or three pounds 
heavier than it has to be. 

Out of the mountains and onto the free- 
ways; the tautness of the 810’s suspension 
and the minimal padding of its seat afford 
slightly less than Moto Guzzi touring plea- 
sure, but at 70 mph, the chest-full of wind 
you catch is just enough to finally lift the 
load off your hands and arms. Standard 


A TIRE FOR EVERY BIKE 


UNIVERSAL 


350-15 275-17 325-18 325-19 
275-16 300-17 350-18 350-19 
325-16 350-17 400-18 400-19 
350-16 250-18 SUPERSPORT 

500-16 275-18 250-19 

225-17 300-18 275-19 

250-17 325-18 300-19 


LIGHT MOTORCYCLE (Rib) 


2% x 16 2 x18 2% x 18 
2⁄2 x17 2% x 18 1% x 20 


LIGHT MOTORCYCLE (Universal) 


21⁄4 x 16 2% x 18 2 x 2242 WW 
242 x 16 2x19WW 21⁄2 x 22Y2 
21⁄4 x 17 2% x 19 2x13 WW 

2 x18 1% x 20 21⁄4 x 23 
21⁄4 x 18 21⁄4 x 20 


SCOOTER & MINIBIKE (Universal) 


300-5 Rib 376 400-8 350-10 WW 
350-5 Uni 433 275-9 300-12 
350-7SC 80 Stud. 300-10 350-12 
350-8 300-10 MC 250-13 
350-8 WW 350-10 214-16 


RIB 


250-17 275-18 250-19 325-19 
275-17 300-18 275-19 350-19 
250-18 350-18 300-19 

Trials & Motorcross Spanish Tread 


400-18 MC 350-19 T 300-21 MC 
400-18 T 














MOTORCROSS 


250-17 350-18 250-19 
300-17 400-18 275-19 
300-18 300-19 


SEMI-KNOBBY 
325-16 250-17 350-18 250-19 
TUBES 


350 x 8 300/325 x 16 
400 x 8 350 x 16 
275 x9 500 x 16 250 x 19 
300 x 10 225 x 17 275 x 0 
350 x 10 250/275 x17 300/325 x 19 
300 x 12 300 x 17 350 x 19 
350 x 12 350 x 17 400 x 19 
250 x 13 200 x 18 175 x 20 
350 x 15 225 x 18 225 x 20 
275 x 16 250/275 x 18 225 x 23 
300/325 x 18 


GET IT AT YOUR 
PIRELLI DEALER OR WRITE: 


COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS 


HATBORO, PA. 19040 = (215) OS 2-9100 











350 x 18 
400 x 18 
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The everyday tires that are use 
as professional racing tires. - 


They don't cost any more than ordinar y everyday tires. 


A professional racer needs a tire that gives him the most 
traction possible. On both wet and dry surfaces. 

And most of the pros, including the last four Grand National 
Champions, use Pirelli’s. 

Not a special Pirelli racing tire. But the same stock everyday 
Pirelli’s you can buy for your bike. 

Now, because everyday Pirelli’s are good enough to be racing 
tires, a few people have had some wrong ideas about them. 

One being that they’re more expensive than ordinary every- 


PIRELLI TIRE CORPORATION, SIXTY EAST FORTY SECOND ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017. 


day tires. (Which they’re not.) Another, that they come only in 
racing bike sizes.(Which they don’t. ) 

In fact, they come in sizes for all bikes. Mini-bikes, light- 
weights and big touring machines. And in all tread designs. 
Universal, rib, semi-knobby, motocross and trials. 

So, why take a chance with just any tire. When the same 
money can buy you the extra traction of Pirelli’s. 

And as any professional will tell you, any bike rider needs all 


the traction he can get. linc 
IRELLI Motorcycle tires 


Available through your local Pirelli dealer. 








“From now on, 
Pil wear my Gi Grant Helmet. 2 











Mr. Thomas J. Knibbs from Plainfield, New Jersey is one of 
many who writes from personal experience how Grant Hel- 
mets provide superior protection. Here’s his story: 


“...with no time to avoid a collision, | struck the rear of the 
car sideways. | was thrown into the air and over the trunk, 
landing on the right rear side of my head. | came through the 
accident with lacerations and bruises, and a slight concus- 
sion. | am convinced that the quality construction and endur- 
ance of your helmets are far superior and saved me from 
serious injury. The helmet not only stayed intact, but it didn’t 
even suffer any noticeable scratches from contact with the 
pavement. From now on, lIl wear my Grant helmet.” 





16960 East Gale Ave., 


ia A ms City of Industry, 
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16-page full-color 
catalog, complete 
with measuring 
and ordering 
information. 


Bates— 
the Leathers that 
suit the Champions. 


MAIL THIS AD FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG! 


BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 
701 W. Cowles St., Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
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California 91744 





Whether you're a beginner or an expert, dirt riding 
is where it's at! So “think dirt”, and think how much 
more fun having the right equipment can make. 
The new Diamond Catalog offers the latest in quality 
accessories and high performance components for 
the off-road rider. You'll also appreciate our prompt 
service. 


free Order your Catalog for just $1.00 


and we'll send you a colorful “think dirt!” bumper 
sticker free...but act now, this offer is limited. 


DIAMOND MANUFACTURING, Dept. CY 
735 E. 12th Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 90021 


$1.00 ENCLOSED Send me the new Diamond 
Catalog plus my free “think dirt!” bumper sticker. 














Name 





Address 
City 
State Zip 











PAYMENT MUST BE ENCLOSED WITH ORDER 





Lucas blade-type switches for turn-indica- 
tors and high-low beam selection are a bit 
punishing to the touch and over-positive, 
but the indicators (once you get used to up 
for right and down for left) and the lights 
work more than passably well. Here the 
torque of the big Norton is most notice- 
able. Four thousand rpm corresponds to 
70 mph in top, and the Dunstall pulls as 
hard from 70 mph in fourth as normal 
650s and 750s pull from 40 mph in third 
gear. The 810 kit feels like it really works, 
and the mufflers will guarantee that you 
won't blast some blue-haired lady out of 
her air-conditioned, Thunderbird revery. 
Again, the engine transmits no vibration 
through the frame to your fanny, hands, or 
feet, which more than compensates for the 
Dunstall's taut suspension on the freeway. 

Dunstall equipment is handled in this 
country by several distributors, one of 
whom is Barney Tillman in East Los An- 
geles. Barney set up Cycle’s 810, and made 
a fine job of it, too; just before attacking 
Orange County International Raceway we 
returned the Dunstall for a little sharpen- 
ing, and asked him about the smoke pour- 
ing out of the mufflers. He explained that, 
when Dunstall modifies the cylinder head, 
he discards the valve seals; as a result, oil 
runs into the combustion chambers 
through the intake valve guides. The prob- 
lem could also have been caused by the oil- 
control rings. It’s not really a major prob- 
lem, but our 810 needed a quart of 30- 
Weight about every 90 miles (“Check the 
gas, and fill up the oil.”), and the bike had 
a tendency to detonate slightly at low 
speeds under intermediate loading. 

The 810 was acceleration-tested in the 
company of a brand new 750 Kawasaki 
Three, brought along by the Big K’s new 
American R&D honcho, Bryon Farns- 
worth, former Cycle staffer and renowned 
Baja Man of Steel. Like every Norton 
product tested since 1969, the 810 is a 
cinch to ride at the drags. Its torque can be 
called upon to generate just exactly the 
right amount of wheelspin, its 57-inch 
wheelbase reduces the possibility of both- 
ersome wheelstands, and Dunstall’s rear- 
set shift apparatus (up for first) just plain 
makes the 810 easier to ride. The bike also 
proved to be remarkably consistent: 12.93- 
101.12, 13.02-100.00, 12.97-101.01, and 
12.95-100.67. With the air cleaner re- 
moved and larger jets installed, the 810 
went 12.77-101.58, 12.84-102.15, 12.84- 
102.62, 12.85-102.62, and a final 12.70- 
102.04. Its best trap speeds were attained 
by leaving the transmission in third all the 
way through the lights, the engine flatten- 
ing out right at the ET beam at 7100 rpm. 
And the bike's freedom from vibration was 
all the more apparent after a few shots on 
the Kawasaki, which tends to buzz uncom- 
fortably under full throttle (but which did 
generate slightly more trap speed than the 
810: 103.44 mph). 

So much of what's nice about the Dun- 
stall 810 comes from Norton: its snick- 
snick transmission, its wondrously strong 
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“San Francisco Invitational” 


A.M.A. Professional Short Track 


$2,100.00 Purse ( min.) 
Sunday, April 9th 


Speedway Racing 
First Two Evenings 
April Sth & 6th 


AH Five Days 
6th Annual International 
Sport Cycle Exposition 
Cycle ’72 Show 
’72 Models, Customs, Antiques 
Racing Bikes, Accessories, Club 
Exhibits, Racing Theater 


APRIL 1972 


Francisco 


COW PALACE 


Information: Call (415) 873-2038 








Dirt Short Track 
Two Evenings 
Friday & Saturday 
April 7th & 8th 


” 


“Spanish Cup Trials 
Daily Competition 
All Five Days 


Speedway, Trials, Short Track 
and Mini-Bike Racing in 
Dirt-Filled Cow Palace Main 
Arena; Exhibits in the 
North and South Concourses 
and South Exhibit Hall; 
Theater in the South 
Exhibit Hall 














MIERB-TIME 





Tune 

Your Own 
Bike, Boat, 
Snowmobile 


Power 
Mower 





For direct 
orders add 556 
postage 

& handling. 
Calif. orders add 
5% Sales Tax 





MICRO-TIME Saves Money and Time. 
Provides Micrometer Accuracy. Tunes All 
2 and 4 Cycle Engines 


No complicated calculations or expen- 
sive gauges. MICRO-TIME inserts into 
the spark plug hole and positions the 
piston at the precise, specified loca- 
tion from top dead center. Attach the 
continuity light and set the points. Simple, 
fast, accurate. Everything you need to do 
a complete, professional timing tune-up 
yourself at a fraction of the yearly cost. 
Keeps your engine operating at peak per- 
formance. MICRO-TIME can be used by 
anyone. Simple step-by-step instructions. 
Rugged, precision construction. Fits all 
10, 12, 14 and 18 mm. spark plug holes. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Sold at leading 
automotive, cycle, boat and snowmobile 
outlets. Send for free literature. Dept. C 











Innovative Systems 


415 Inverness Dr., Pasadena, Calif. 91103 
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clutch, its absolute freedom from the pun- 
ishment of vibration, its precise handling 
characteristics. But Dunstall has improved 
it markedly in certain areas: his Dunstall 
front disc brake is vastly superior to the 
old Norton drum (and significantly better 
than even the new Norton disc); his Blair- 
computer-designed exhaust system is so 
rich of note and so mellow of decibel that 
every big four-stroke ought to have one, 
save possibly the already constrained 
BMW and Moto Guzzi; his fiberglass tank 
and seat/fender is of a quality seldom seen 
in the United States, rich, lustrous, light, 
and strong; and the 810 kit does provide 
noticeably more torque than a stock 750. 

But what of that fabled Dunstall quar- 
ter-mile performance? The 810’s best num- 
bers were 12.70-102.62, certainly more 
than presentable insofar as ET is con- 
cerned—the 810 is fully three-tenths 
quicker (with no air-cleaner) than the 
stock Commando Cycle tested back in 
March of 1971, an indication of more low- 
and mid-range grunt—but Dunstall claims 
an ET of 11.9 for the 810, a time which 
could only be the product of that Good 
Dense English Air (the same peculiar at- 
mospheric condition also surrounds cer- 
tain Japanese test facilities at certain times 
of the year). The bike may indeed run sub- 
twelve-second quarters but not in the Unit- 
ed States, and not at Orange County (one 
of the very fastest strips in North Ameri- 
ca), and not in 1972, and not on pump gas- 
oline. 

The $295 front brakes? Certainly. The 
exhaust system? Absolutely. The $260 810 
kit? Well, it’s worth three-tenths, and it 
knocks 10 pounds off engine weight, and 
it’s made of aluminum, all of which are 
worth something. 

The rest of it? If you like a street ma- 
chine that looks like a roadracer, and feels 
like one, bad aspects as well as good; if you 
like a big gas tank that you can lock be- 
tween your knees; then, sure. © 














kosman specialties 


MANUFACTURERS OF: 


ALLOY RACING WHEELS 
QUICK CHANGE SPROCKETS 
DISC BRAKES 
OIL TANKS 
OIL FILTERS 


DISTRIBUTORS OF: 


TITAN HY-VO PRIMARY DRIVES 
REDLINE RACING FRAMES 
ROUTT BIG BORE CYLINDERS 
ARD MAGNETOS 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 


KOSMAN M-C SPECIALTIES 
340 FELL STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94102 

















BARGAIN HUNTERS 
DISCOUNT GOODIES 


Tanks, Forks Tubes, Bars, Mufflers, 
Sissy Bars, etc., CHEAP! 
FREE CATALOG 
TOMBSTONE CYCLE 


820 Kildonan Drive, Winnipeg 15, Manitoba, Canada 





MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE 


Insure with the Largest 
Oldest and most Reliable 


All forms of insurance for Motorcycle 
and Scooter Owners, and Riders At Low 
Rates. 
¢ Bodily Injury and Property 
Damage Liability 
e Fire, Theft & Collision 


Write for applications and information on 
our budget premium plan. No obligation. 
Immediate coverage on acceptable appli- 
cants. Local adjusters handle your losses. 
All ages accepted except those under the 
age of 16 in Colorado and Minnesota, and 
under 21 in Washington, D.C. (No insur- 
ance written for residents of Delaware 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York, Nevada, North Carolina, South 
Carolina or Virginia.) 


MOTORCYCLE UNDERWRITERS 
39 So. La Salle St. e Suite 1116-B 


Chicago, Illinois 60603 
SALES 


Norton) = PARTS 


Western Canada’s Largest stocking 
dealer for all 750cc models! 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE ANYWHERE! 
Chopper Goodies for: 


HONDA 
YAMAHA 
KAWASAKI 
SUZUKI, etc. 






















NORTON 
TRIUMPH 
BSA 
H-D 

FREE CATALOGUE 


CHARIOT CYCLE LTD. 


Box 3534, Station “B,” 303 Selkirk Ave. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
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Motocross Means Money 


MOTOCROSS MEANS MONEY: Europe- 
an motocross riders never had it so good. 
By the time 1972 international action 
starts, every rider that matters in the world 
ratings will be contracted to one of the big 
(or little) six manufacturers. It’s big money 
if the machinery is Japanese, and then on 
down the scale through Swedish, West 
German and Czechoslovakian, to better- 
than-a-boot-in-the-leathers come the Span- 
ish factories. 

Finally having received the motocross 
message, Montesa of Spain signed on Bel- 
gium-based Finn Kalevi Vehkonen to ride 
a new 250 in the world series. Vehkonen 
was formerly with Husqvarna; Belgian 
Jack Van Velthoven has moved to big- 
buck Yamaha to contest the 500cc class 
while Hakan Anderson takes Yamaha into 
the 250cc field. JVV made signals in Husq- 
varna’s direction, but the Swedish compa- 
ny decided to channel their main 500cc ef- 
forts into the two-man team of former 
World Champion Bengt Aberg and Keikki 
Mikkola. Meanwhile, Yamaha dangled 
bait around the Maico camp, hoping to put 
Ake Jonsson into the line alongside Van 


Velthoven. It was to no avail, because the 
Swedish ace decided to stick with his fa- 
miliar Maico rather than chance a switch 
to unknown quantity Yamaha. Eventually, 
Yamaha captured restless Husqvarna run- 
ner, Christer Hammagren. 

John Banks, ex-BSA and twice 500cc 

runner-up, took off for Czechoslovakia to 
become a works CZ riders, after a Trans- 
AMA tour on CZ. Two other Britishers, 
Andy Roberton and Bryan Wade, also had 
that up-in-the-world feeling when they 
pocketed Husqvarna contracts. Suzuki’s 
Joel Robert, Roger De Coster and Sylvian 
Geboers will be the ones to beat. 
MONEY CREEPS IN: Motorcycle roadrac- 
ing ceased being a dirty word among spon- 
sors in England when the “John Player” 
tobacco people moved in big for 1972. In- 
cluded in the important fixtures are the 
Anglo-American races, again being staged 
at Brands Hatch, Mallory Park and Oul- 
ton Park over Easter. But, this time, it’s 
not an exclusive BSA-Triumph spree. 

In addition, “John Player” picks up 
Norton-Villiers racing after the fashion of 
Yardley-BRM. 


Long gone are the days when British oil 
companies (or British-based American 
companies come to that) spent many tens 
of thousands on backing racing's golden 
boys and bolstering up work teams. But 
“trade” activity remains a Continental oc- 
currence by way of sponsored individual 
meetings. The biggest single instance sees 
the giant Anglo-Dutch Shell group gener- 
ously bank rolling the Italian Imola meet- 
ing on April 23. Shell gives Imola the 
“Richest Ever” tag (in straight prize mon- 
ey terms) by dropping in $61,000. 

Imola's 200-Miler sweeps 750cc racing 
into the Continental big time. Not the offi- 
cial FIM Formula-750, since Imola success 
revolves around the presence of MV team- 
sters Agostini and Pagani, preferably 
mounted on 750cc “fours.” But as the MV 
wonderbike won't be FIM-homologated in 
time, the Italians devised “Formula Con- 
venient” (501-750cc anything goes), and 
left those that clamored for a 1972 F-750 
World Championship feeling a little sick. 
Anyway, Ago has the option of a 501cc 
“three,” should the 750 prove short on 
performance. © 
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SHEA Insist on this mark on 
approveo J every helmet you buy. 
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Roger DeCoster 
500 cc World Motocross Champion 
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Off the road 
or on- you need 
the best head 
protection money 

can buy-Bell 


The terrain may be different, but the re- 
quirement for head protection is the same. 
You need the best. That's why more pro- 
fessional competitors, the guys who know, 
choose Bell Helmets. Why settle for less 
than the best for your motorcycle or motor- 
sports activities. Demand Bell. 


BELL. 


HELMETS 


TOURING Continued from page 87 


bunch of wiry green shoots growing out of 
the ground, perhaps ten feet high. The oco- 
tillo were in bloom, with pink cones of 
blossoms at the ends of thin whips. In this 
wasteland were parked hundreds of camp- 
ers, deserted, with dunebuggy and motor- 
cycle tracks running off and disappearing 
into the distance. 

It turned out that the FLH wanted to 
run at 68 mph. At that speed the vibrations 
died down, leaving only a residual low-fre- 
quency buzz that didn’t seem to tire me. 
As I rolled along what appeared to be an 
endless freeway, I propped my feet up on 
the top tube of the crashbars and looked at 
the far-off mountains. 

Except for an irrigated patch of farm- 
land surrounding El Centro, the desert 
continued almost to the Colorado River, 
whereupon the scrubbery died away alto- 
gether, leaving sand dunes. There was an- 
other crop of campers parked at the edge 
of the dunes, but these people had brought 
along their parents and their kids, all of 
whom sat by the campers in folding chairs, 
awaiting the return of their heros from the 
battle of the sands. 

The FLH didn’t mind passing big 
trucks. Pd whip into the left lane and sail 
on by, and the big bike pretended that 
those turbulence-generators weren’t even 
there. And normal winds didn’t budge the 
Harley either. 


East of Yuma was a form of malapai 
(from the Spanish, “mal pais,” meaning 
“bad country””)—broken, eroded lava. The 
ground looked like ground, but it was cov- 
ered with black rocks, each one about a 
foot in diameter, spaced a few inches apart. 
Miles and miles of it. 

The H-D folks had told me that their 
bike would go about 200 miles on a tank of 
gas, but I was stopping every 150 to be on 
the safe side. 1 pulled up at a filling station 
in Gila Bend, and a boy about sixteen— 
probably from the nearby Papago Reserva- 
tion—filled the tank. He looked at the 
Wisconsin manufacturer's license plate. 

“Heading to Phoenix?” he asked. 

“Nope; Pm going to look at some organ 
pipe cactus.” 

“Why?” 

“T haven't seen any in awhile.” 

He thought about that for awhile and 
decided that if I wanted to come all that 
distance just to see some ordinary kind of 
cactus that he had seen all his life, that was 
okay with him. “Well, hope you enjoy it.” 

Arizona 85 runs south from Gila Bend 
through miles and miles of Air Force gun- 
nery range, with signs telling you not to go 
wandering. I didn’t. 

I crested a hill on that lonely piece of 
road and found myself looking at the front 
bumpers of two cars using up all the road. 
I mashed the rear-brake pedal and grabbed 
a big handful of front brake, and got ready 
to head for the sand. Those brakes really 


work nicely, and I had gotten the bike 
down to a good safe falling-off speed when 
the passing car made it between the other 
car and me. I cussed the long-gone driver 
and relaxed, and five minutes later, the 
same damned thing happened again. 

The town of Ajo works a gigantic 
Phelps-Dodge open-pit copper mine, and I 
pulled off the road to have a look. Railroad 
tracks are laid on a ledge that spirals down 
the slope, and the mammoth steamshovels 
at the bottom look like ants. The pit seems 
like a hollowed-out mountain, and the tail- 
ings are built into a huge neat mound that 
appears to be a mile or so across; perhaps 
future archeologists will get all turned on 
and be driven to excavate that mound in 
centuries to come. 

About twenty miles down the road from 
Ajo is a filling-station town called Why. 
There is a row of mail boxes alongside the 
road; at the end of the row is a pole twenty 
feet high, with another mail box atop it 
bearing the legend, Air Mail. 

The Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu- 
ment is a desert that really looks like a des- 
ert ought to look: mountains and sand and 
every conceivable kind of cactus. The place 
is lousy with saguaro, which looks like a 
green telephone pole with a few arms 
growing out of it. There are ocotillo, bar- 
rel, pincushion, and several varieties of the 
vicious cholla. One kind grows like a bush 
and looks fuzzy until you get right up to it; 
the fuzzy look is caused by thousands of 





KONI makes it 


Wins 1971 World Grand Prix, Can-Am Series, SCCA Formula 


Kensington Products Corporation congratulates the champions! 


Peter Revson won 1971 Can-Am, Denis Hulme won 
1970 Series in KONI equipped McLarens. 


Jackie Stewart in Tyrell Ford won 1971 World GP. 
-10 GP races won on KONI adjustable shocks. 
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long supersharp spines that can penetrate 
leather and will break off inside you and 
fester. Brush up against a cholla just once, 
and you'll try hard never to do it again. 
Oh, yes, and there are some organ pipe 
cactus—they do look like organ pipes. 

I parked the bike and sat down on the 
ground, looking off at the still. mountains 
and valleys, painted all kinds of colors and 
shadows by the setting sun. The only 
sound was the creaking of the slowly-cool- 
ing Harley. This sure did beat working for 
a living. 

Long after dark I fired up the FLH and 
aimed it in the direction of Gila Bend. 

Man, did I have lights! I was running 
the high-beam of the headlight, and the 
spotlights were aimed where the low beam 
normally glimmers, and I could see all 
kinds of road. The FLH is the only bike 
I’ve ever ridden that generates enough 
light for safe night riding. 

The stars were out, and the night was 
cold, and the mutter of the exhaust was all 
the company I needed. From about fifteen 
miles out, I could see the lights of the Air 
Force Station near Gila Bend, and I was 
sorry that the narrow, untraveled two-lane 
road was coming to an end. 

The Papago kid was still pumping gas at 
the filling station. He said, “Did you see 
some organ pipe cactus?” 

“Yep.” 

“Are you happy now?” 

Ep 


I found a motel and ate dinner in a 
booth next to a motorcycle dealer and his 
wife and two sixteen-year-olds who had 
just done well at a new motocross track in 
Phoenix. 

The next morning I checked out the 
FLH; it had not leaked a drop of oil on the 
pavement. I took off for California. 

At Ocotillo, California, S2 leaves the 
freeway and wanders up through the 
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. I went 
with it. The road was narrow and winding, 
and in some places the sand made the road 
even narrower. Each time 1 approached a 
dip, I slowed, half expecting to find it full 
of sand, but that never happened. 

I had the road all to myself, running up 
a canyon between two rows of scarred, col- 
orful hills. Then the hills came together, 
and my road wound its way up to a pass. 
Off to my right was a giant basin, ringed 
by ruined mountains; to my left were all 
sorts of intricate geological formations, 
thrown together like a patchwork quilt. It 
was a fantastic sight, and I just idled down 
the winding road, looking at it just often 
enough to make sure I wasn’t about to run 
the Big Twin off the road. 

On the floor of the next canyon, the 
road made easy esses, one after another, 65 
mph—or however fast—turns, with a 35 
mph turn thrown in every now and then 
just to keep you on your toes. The FLH 
rolled along effortlessly. The bike and I 
had gotten past the difficult first stage of 


our acquaintance. 

The road paralleled the old Butterfield 
Overland State Route, and I figured those 
stage drivers must have earned their pay. 
That was beautiful, spectacular, bad coun- 
try. And it looked as if there were nothing 
but waterless desert for thousands of 
square miles around. 

Then California 2 ran into California 86, 
and I headed west on that road. Two miles 
later, I was staring, amazed: green hills up 
ahead, and that green stuff was grass. The 
road began corkscrewing its way up those 
hills. The first turns were easy, and then I 
hit a blind one with a sharply decreasing 
radius. I grabbed the binders, then leaned 
the bike some more, and turned on the gas 
and prayed. The machine, out of my con- 
trol, ran right to the edge of the dropoff 
and then arbitrarily headed back across the 
asphalt. Somehow I made that corner, but 
it seemed to take a long, long time. 

Then I remembered the lesson I had 
learned about cornering the machine, so I 
started using lower gears and more revs, 
braking and setting up for the corners in 
advance. Trouble was, there weren’t 
enough gear ratios to choose from. And a 
lot of the corners were blind; you couldn’t 
tell how fast they were until you were right 
on them. I felt awful foolish creeping up 
to, say, a 60-mph corner, with impatient 
drivers (who knew the road blindfolded) 
queued up behind me. 

But my cornering procedures worked 
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fine except in the tight S bends—and there 
were lots of them—because it took me a 
long time to get set up for a corner, and in 
a really tight esse there just wasn’t enough 
time. And that Harley really didn’t want 
me to make any radical changes once I was 
into a corner. 

I reached the top of the plateau and en- 
joyed a breather while riding across it— 
lakes, horses, meadows, summer vacation 
homes and camps. Then the road wound 
down the other side, and I got into some 
more tight turns. 

Back to Los Angeles. But now my bat- 
teries had been recharged, and I was ready 
to face Manhattan for another spell. 

The Electra Glide? It was the best slow- 
traffic bike P'd ever ridden. Everywhere ex- 
cept in tight corners and grooved pave- 
ment, it seemed to give me a feeling of se- 
curity—of having enough time to meet any 
emergency. Part of that feeling, derived 
from the fact that, while riding it, I had to 
anticipate more carefully what was going 
to happen next, and begin preparing for it. 
Except for the problem with the steering, 
which I have a feeling was exaggerated in 
this particular bike, the FLH was perfectly 
adequate as a touring machine, and my test 
bike was okay, if I wanted to play by its 
rules. 

How does the FLH stack up against the 
other big touring bikes available? It is far 
more expensive than the others. The oth- 
ers—the BMW, the Suzuki 750, the Moto 





PENTON SIX- DAY 


Truly a sportsman’s motorcycle, designed for reliability and 
performance, with superb handling qualities. This is a product 
reflecting the design and knowledge of thirty active years of 
competition. Incorporated are the very best components avail- 
able in the motorcycle industry today, allowing us to make the 
following statement: “Not one component on the Penton Six 
Day was incorporated to minimize price”. It is a sports motor- 
cycle, designed and distributed by Americans for Americans. 












JOHN PENTON PENTON IMPORTS, 1354 Colorado Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44052 





100 & 125cc Moto-Cross 
and Enduro models, Soon 
the new 175cc Jackpiner. 
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SUPER PISTONS 


We impregnate Hi-Performance Pistons with Teflon.© The type of Teflon© we use was 
developed for the Aerospace Program and is as hard as tool steel (58 on the Rockwell 
C Scale). It is impregnated into the piston and can't crack, chip, peel or shake loose as 
it actually becomes part of the piston. These Teflon© Super Pistons have 90% less 
friction and will give your engine 400 extra RPM’S, 1-3 extra H.P. per cylinder and 
reduce the running temperature by 10°. Piston and cylinder bore life is increased 2-3 
times. Chance of seizure is greatly reduced. The Teflon® is good for 900° and will last 
indefinitely due to the extreme hardness and low coefficent of friction. These pistons 
are for street or racing use and come in std. +020, +040, +060 & +080 oversize. Rings 
and clips are included. 










































BSA 650 54.95 aset BULTACO SUZUKI KAWASAKI YAMAHA 













125 28.95 ea. TS-125R 28.95 ea. 100T,E,C 26.95 ea. 90 HT-1 or LT-2 26.95 ea. 
TRI. 650 54.95 a set 175 29.95 ea. 185 28.95 ea. 120 CT,2R 21.95 ea. 125AT-10r2 26.95 ea. 
NORTON 750 54.95 a set 250 31.95 ea. TS-250R 21.95 ea. 125 E 26.95 ea. 175 CT-10r2 29.95 ea. 
X-6,T-250R 21.95 ea. 175 E 28.95 ea. 250 DT-10r2 31.95 ea. 
XLCH 54.95aset CZ _TM-400 34.95 ea. 250 F4 31.95 ea. 360 RT-1 or 2 34.95 ea. 
125 __ 31.95 ea. E 250 E 31.95 ea. 
es Doom, EN A O 250S,T,A1 21.95ea. PENTON SACHS 
HONDA 380 34.95 ea. = ne = 350 S,T 23.95 ea. 100 28.95 ea. 
160 39.95 a set I 350 E 31.95 ea. 125 28.95 ea. 
175 39.95a set HODAKA HUSQVARNA 350 S-2 23.95 ea. 
350 39.95 a set 90 21.95 ea. 250 31.95 ea. 500 H-1 28.95 ea. CARABELA 
39.95 a set 100 23.95 ea. 400 36.95 ea. 750 H-2 31.95 ea. 125 28.95 ea. 











also available for Snowmobiles. Send for “FREE” Literature 


ORDER DIRECT OR SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 
Hey! Send for our new complete 48 pg. catalog only $1.00 


RAND CO. — 26679 W. HILLS DR., INKSTER, MICHIGAN 48141 — Ph: (313) 565-3343. 
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You'll find cycle tires at your near- 
est JCPenney auto center. All the 
sizes and tread designs. All the time. 
We don’t run out of them, because 
our cycle tires are made right here in 
America by Carlisle. No hassles with 
dock strikes and import duties. 

What’s more, Carlisle tires are 
made to American road specifica- 
tions. Tough, 100% nylon cord 
construction. Your choice of two 
tread designs, Knobby (below right) 


and Universal (below left). The 
Knobby's got a self-cleaning open 
tread that holds to the road—even on 
soft dirt or rocky trails. The Univer- 
sal’s notched shoulder lugs give you 
extra traction on highway pavement. 
A great tire for flat-tracking,.scram- 
bling or just getting around. 

You can charge Carlisle tires at 
your JCPenney auto center. Try and 
do that someplace else. 

Why even bother looking some- 


place else for a better tire? The best 
value in cycle tires is at JCPenney. 


Every day. 1 995 
From plus 1.26 F.E.T. 


(size 4.00x18 Universal) 
Other sizes at the same low comparable price. 


Prices slightly higher in Alaska, Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico. 


JCPenney 


auto center 
The values are here every day. 


We've got 300 JCPenney auto centers. For the one near you, write: AF/X Racing Team, 1301 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10019 
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Try and find better cycle tires 
someplace else. 


If you can find them someplace else. 
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Stay in tune 


... and on the road with Clymer's new Service 
Repair Handbooks covering over 200 models. 


More than 70% of bike problems stem from poor tuning, mis- 
adjustment or loosening caused by vibration. Most of these 
troubles can be cleared up quickly with simple tools — if you 
know what to do. 

Clymer's motorcycle books offer detailed step- -by-step procedures 
for servicing, troubleshooting, repair, and major overhaul. Mate- 
rial has been painstakingly gathered and edited by top technical 
writers who are also bike enthusiasts. Text is illustrated by the 
best available photos and drawings, all keyed to the appropriate 
paragraphs for easy-to-follow directions. 

The books listed below offer full maintenance coverage for more 
than 200 different models. They are available through local book- 
stores, motorcycle dealers, automotive accessories outlets — or 
postpaid direct from Clymer Publications. 





Quantity 
HONDA 450cc, 1965-1971 ............... SAIS o TAE 
HONDA TWINS, 125-350cc ............... 550 
HONDA SCRAMBLERS, 250-300cc .......... $450.00 0.5 02.5 
HONDA SINGLES, 50, 70, 90cc ............ $5.50. ris, wens: 
YAMAHA TWINS, 90-350cc ............... AS, clin oun oie 
YAMAHA ENDUROS, 90-360cc ............ $450: mis. 
YAMAHA SINGLES, MINI ENDURO ......... $4.50........ 
TRIUMPH 500-650cc ........ooooooooooo.. $5.50........ 
KAWASAKI SINGLES 90-350cc ............ $550 Re 
KAWASAKI TWINS €: MACH IIE ............ $5550 5 as mt 
HONDA 750: 003 0053000 ote oa sree arse sewers wre AS AA 
SUZUK SINGLES . 2.200000: 010 8 save 0001 10.000000 ua ie iaa 550: susie nade 
SUZUKI TWINS 2: cei ei swines meses $5.50 6 sesia 
Name. 
Address 
City State Zip 
I enclose $......... for books checked above. There is no 


charge for postage. California. residents add 5% tax. C-4 


MAIL TO: CLYMER PUBLICATIONS” 222 N. VIRGIL AVE., L.A., CALIF. 90004 


Guzzi, and the CB-750—will give you 
minimal vibration over a fairly wide range 
of speeds. They will, for the average rider, 
outcorner the FLH. A couple of them have 
gearboxes with five speeds. All four of the 
bikes are as comfortable as the FLH to 
ride for long distances, although the FLH 
suspension will absorb shocks that the oth- 
er bikes can't handle. 

What it boils down to, in a hard, dry, 
passionless comparison, is that the Electra 
Glide is not as logical a choice (especially 
when you consider its price) as some of its 
competitors. But who can be passionless 
about a motorcycle? Are the buyers of 
Electra Glides really interested in compar- 
ing the features of other touring machines? 
Or does the 74 buyer (of whom there are 
devoted legions) care more about what the 
bike does for him than simply what the 
bike does? Without a doubt, the bike says 
more about its owner than any other mo- 
torcycle. It bespeaks his expertise; 1t be- 
speaks his orientation; it bespeaks his fi- 
nancial solidarity; it celebrates his absolute 
commitment to his interpretation of the 
sport of motorcycling. A lot of motorcy- 
clists are unable, for physical reasons, to 
ride any motorcycle other than the 74. 
They are grateful to it; it has kept them 
among the rest of us—kept them motorcy- 
clists. Who can put a price-tag on that? 
Nobody. And nobody would dare. 

Beyond that, it helped me get over my 
New York City blues, and I’m thankful. O 
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CATALOG 


SHU FRED VNU WEM 
HUNG SH For DIES | 


124 Page Catalog 
7 Assorted Stickers 
1 Off T-Shirt Offer 
$ 3 for the complete 
pack postpaid ? 
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PROFILE OF AN ATTEX. 
> THE NEW LITTLE BIG MACHINE. 


e All Attex are heavily tested 
for reliability. The tubular 
steel frame must withstand a 
one-half ton force. 100,000 
times. 


e Front spring gives three full 
inches of travel—one more 
than most of the competition. 


e Fully muffled exhaust. Less 
sound, more ground. 








e Sachs’ engines. They're two- 
stroke and start first time. 
Every time. Both engines 
carry asix-month warranty. 


e Oversize chain. We could 
have fitted a smaller chain 
and gotten away with it. But 
then you might have had 
trouble. You don't need that. 


a 3 
Big, 4⁄2” diameter brakes will We'don'twantthat 


stop you before you get into 
trouble. 

e 10” spoked wheels. They add 
strength, subtract weight. 
And besides, they look better 
than those solid wheels. 


3TTex 





From Attex, makers of the current U.S. champion ioe AR MO ls AN 
all-terrain vehicle, comes the Attex sport bike, the ATV Manufacturing Company 
newest little bike to pop a wheelie. Notice we said ¡ 1215 William Flynn Highway 

Route 8, Glenshaw, Pa. 15116 


sport bike, not mini bike. Take one look at those specs | 


above and you'll see why. There are two great models 
to choose from: a 5.3 and a 2.4 HP model that really 


| Please send me your new 4-color brochure on sport bikes. 














gets the job done in style. So take a good look at an | en 
Attex, and then get it on. Address 
3 City 
| State Zip 
(Dealer inquiries invited) 
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HONDA Continued from page 50 





price the bike with the $850 two-strokes. 

It almost goes without saying that the 
bike is beautiful: clean, unexaggerated, 
functional, subtle, and perhaps even a bit 
spartan. The fenders are the same graceful 
shape as those on the SL-350, but are 
moulded of flexible plastic. The tank is 
about 8-inches across where the rider’s 
knees rest, and it feels good when the ma- 
chine is being thrashed in the rough. The 
wide, thick, extremely comfortable seat has 
a rough, pebble-grain finish to supply seat- 
of-the pants traction. 

Upon first straddling the bike, one of 
our fears was confirmed: the XL-250 is 
heavy: 286 pounds when ready to ride with 
a half tank of gas (or 23 lbs. heavier than 
the BSA Victor 500 MX). And the weight 
is pretty highly centered. It’s a fairly big- 
feeling bike, much like the SL-350. 

Starting is easy. With the fuel valve on, 
you reach down under the front of the gas 
tank and turn the ignition key to its one 
clockwise position. Then be sure the throt- 
tle-grip mounted safety thumb switch is in 
its center position. For cold-engine starts, 


Vari-shield the choke knob is pulled out from its posi- 


tion between the speedo and tach. Pivot 


the new look in face protection out the right-mounted kickstart lever, open 


the throttle about one-eighth turn, and 
romp down on the lever’s pedal. Two 


BLENZOIL and K & N 
team up to WIN 


IST 
2ND 
3RD PLACE 


Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place motorcycles in 
the Short-Trace National used K & N Air 
Filters and Blenzoil Lubricants. 


Catalog 50¢ Write: K & N Engineering. 
Dept. CY, P.O. Box 1329, Riverside, 
California, 92501. 










The ILC VARI-SHIELD, an entirely new concept in design and 


face protection, is made of strong, distortion-free polycarbonate, romps usually does it on a cold engine. Af- 
%2" thick ... helps eliminate fogging problems . . . slides up or ter a couple minutes of the Honda cold-en- 
down to any position and stays there... fits standard agro gine staggers, the XL settles into a smooth, 
3-snap helmets ... and has a built-in sun visor. Avail- E unclunky thump. The smaller Honda sin- 
able in clear, amber and smoke from your cycle dealer. gles sort of putt-putt, but the 250 definitely 





ILC INDUSTRIES, INC. /350 PEAR STREET, DOVER. DELAWARE 19901 thump-thumps. 

; An easy six-pound pull engages the 
clutch and a dab down on the left foot ped- 
al produces a smooth click that signals the 
engagement of low gear. With the revs 
barely at 3000, the clutch must be let al- 
most completely out before the bike lurch- 
es into motion. Clutch action is not pro- 
gressive enough. 

Once in motion, the bike pulls like a 
tractor. With the tach reading 3000, the 
XL is snailing along at 10 mph. Opening 
the throttle produces an instant surge of 
acceleration. No cough, no hesitation. 
Even at the power peak of 8000 rpm, me- 
chanical and exhaust sound is unsettlingly 
= low. After a while, we began calling it the 
G t b tt bik f l Silver Ghost. Despite its weight, the XL 

e a e er I e (0) g e en accelerates very quickly. You never seem 

3 = d 1 to find yourself waiting for the revs to 

climb: it’s always time to shift. During all 

from Europe S biggest ea ers this, there is no vibration that removes 
your attention from the trail ahead. 

Getting stopped or turned is another 





Why waste dollars ? You save all the way clothing: insurance and shipping. All at 
when you come to Elite of England. First, rock-bottom rates. Prove for yourself what pee : 
because you don't pay British tax on your others have discovered —with Elite you matter however. If the ees nl 
bike: you save more than your air fare save. All the way. Write now- we smooth, the brakes are vastly powerful. 
over (especially now air fares are guarantee personal replies. The front brake is extremely progressive, 
zooming down). Second, because we're OTO = MN in that you can comfortably make the front 
Europe's biggest: we can afford to ELITE M RS end dive to the point of tire howl on a hard 
offer you the best deal, on a choice of 844-965 Garratt Lane, Tooting, London, dirt road. The rear brake has a more on-off 
up to 1,000 machines. SWIT: England. PCR -6724200 feel. There is too little lever travel between 
What else do we offer ? A buy-back Official distributors for BSA, Triumph, Norton, any braking feel at all, and locking the 


N Sub: y Rickman Interceptor, Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha. 
il a U.S. Forces in Europe. wheel and stalling the engine. With the 


back-u rvice—spares, accessories, ith Eli E ; i 
p service- spares Koussave money with Elite too shock absorbers adjusted to give accurate 
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rear wheel control during hard accelera- 
tion on a very bumpy section, the rear 
wheel tends to hop uncontrollably when 
you have to get slowed in a hurry. If you 
happen to be going down a hill in a hurry, 
it makes the situation even worse, for the 
rear wheel sporadically chatters and tends 
to slide around and try to overtake the 
front. In order to prevent the front-end 
from being nose-heavy during jumping or 
in roller-coaster hills (called whoop-te- 
doos in Southern California), the XL’s en- 
gine is placed relatively rearward in the 
frame. That kind of weight distribution 
makes the XL a delight to jump and 
charge on, but simultaneously nerve 
wracking to get stopped or turned on 
rough or ripply curves. 

On many of the sections of our test 
rides, we directly compared the Honda to a 
250 Bultaco Matador, and a 250 Suzuki 
Savage. If we tried to race as fast as possi- 
ble through rough, bumpy enduro sections, 
much more mental and physical effort was 
required to keep the Honda within the 
bounds of safety. It’s simply more demand- 
ing and punishing to ride at the same 
speeds. But the Honda is much faster. On 
straight sections, the XL would inexorably 
pull away and keep on pulling away. 

Honda has made things very easy for 
XL buyers who may wish to strip their 
bike of its street equipment for a time. The 
tail light, headlight, and battery are all fit- 
ted with quick-disconnect plugs. With a 


couple of wrenches and a screwdriver, one 
can remove 13 pounds, including the tach 
and speedo, from above the center of gravi- 
ty. The difference in feel is astounding. 
With the street trappings off, the XL gets 
close to the feel of the BSA SOOMX. 

Some of the XL’s fittings are not quite 
up to the job. Once we did a big high-side 
crash while trying a high-speed circular 
slide on the side of a hill. After some 20 
yards of giant steps, we limped back to find 
the front brake lever bracket snapped off. 
No problem, we thought; just take one off 
the other machine and replace it. It wasn’t 
that easy. The XL has dual throttle cables, 
and the grip won’t come off the handlebar 
until after one of the cables is removed 
from the carburetor. Then the safety 
switch and brake light wires prevent re- 
moving the throttle assembly as a unit. 
That means you have to disassemble the 
cable reel and take a chance on dropping 
the whole mess in the dirt. It would seem 
that a tough steel control lever bracket 
would be in order: one that would pivot on 
the handlebar instead of breaking off. The 
dual cables are a good idea, for their push- 
pull action makes a stuck throttle almost 
an impossibility, but such a feature 
shouldn't prevent inevitable crash damage 
in the middle of an enduro. 

Another enduro problem is ignored by 
the choice of the front fender shape. Mud 
from the front tire quickly coats any eye 
protection worn by the rider. And we seri- 


Whenever you're planning to move, let us know 6 to 8 
weeks in advance so that you won't miss a single issue 


of CYCLE. 


Attach old label below where indicated and print 
new address in space provided. Also include your mail- 
ing label whenever you write concerning your sub- 
scription. It helps us serve you promptly. 

Write to: P.O. Box 1092, Flushing, N.Y. 11352. 


IN name 


address 


| city 





AAMVA 
tested and approved 
cycle safety goggles 





ously dinged the ignition switch and key 
on a creek bank during close moving in- 
spection of same. Thereafter, it was almost 
impossible to remove the key so that it 
could be used to open the locked latch to 
the tool storage area under the seat. The 
seat is locked to provide a helmet strap 
lock for temporary helmet storage. It 
seemed to be frivolous to us; if anyone 
wanted a helmet, they would just cut the 
strap anyway. 

Other features showed considerable 
thoughtfulness and development. The con- 
trol cables were extremely large in diame- 
ter and tough, yet were flexible enough to 
make the necessary bends to prevent hang- 
ing out in harm’s way. Attractive straps 
and guide clamps kept the cables close in. 

The rear chain guide functioned without 
fault to keep brush and rocks from derail- 
ing the chain, even after quite a bit of slack 
developed. The chain adjusters are the 
bolt-and-locknut type that force the rear 
axle back. 

The footrests worked well. They are the 
same open-loop, serrated type that are cur- 
rently used by Bultaco and offered by sev- 
eral of the accessory makers. They don’t 
pack with mud, and they don’t break off 
easily. The sidestand was nice, too. It 
didn’t flop down when the bike was in mo- 
tion and it didn’t get damaged during any 
of our bashing. 

Our one last complaint is the inadequate 
amount of turning radius. When we found 


BACHMANN 
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GOGGLES 


RETAILING AT 


$3.00 


EACH 





911-A high fashion goggle 
featuring two interchangeable 
shatterproof lenses for all 
weather conditions. Its sponge 
rubber frame adds comfort and 
protection. The wide angle lens 
affords greater vision and the 
goggles have complete ventila- 
tion to help prevent fogging. 





912 —Wrap-around style to 
give wider vision and a snug fit. 
Made of shatterproof LEXAN®— 
50 times stronger than Federal 
specifications. Lenses pass 
325 Conn. Sunglass Std. 40-183. 
Available in Gray and clear 
lenses. The safest cycle goggles 
on the market today. 
















TO SUBSCRIBE: Check these boxes: © 0 3 years $15 
20 2years $11 9] 1year$6 [New [O Renewal 


SPECIFY: (] Payment enclosed—You get 1 extra issue per 
year as a BONUS! TI Bill me later. 


please print 


address 


city For further information me 
pm E = eee eee 





write Bachmann 
zip 


state code 


Add’! postage: $1 per year outside U.S., its possessions & Canada. 
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TRIAL IASTIED 
ty [Belstaff] 


The Trialmaster “Professional Suit”, 
designed specifically for trials and 
woods riding, has protected Europe's 
champions for years. 

Absolutely wind and waterproof. 
Jacket and pants are in heavy duty waxed 
cotton fabric, thornproof, rot & fungus resistant, 
cotton check lining. Reinforcing patches on 
shoulders, elbows, knees & double seat. 

Plenty of pockets. Colour black. 


Also available in green. 
Alternative model XL500 in Nylon. 


Distributed throughout the USA by: 
e ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS 
INCORPORATED, New Jersey. 

e HAP JONES, San Francisco and 
Alabama. 

e NICHOLS MOTORCYLE SUPPLY, 
Chicago. 

e HIRANPORT, Tigard, Oregon. 
Available through good motorcyle 
dealers everywhere. Contact your 
dealer today. 

You'll look good and feel good in a 


Trialmaster — Sammy Miller does! 

Look for the 
Trialmaster symbol- 
your guarantee of a 
first class garment. 
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ourselves trapped in a dead-end gully, or 
stalled, it was often impossible to get 
turned around without a lot of dismount- 
ing and backing and forthing. 

Despite its weight, the XL-250 is one of 
the outstanding hillclimbers in its class— 
maybe the best. There was not a hill en- 
countered in our test that the bike would 
not deal with. When the other bikes would 
require clutch slipping or downshifting, 
the XL would just keep chugging. 

With such a marvelous engine at hand, 
we feel that it was a shame that marketing 
and manufacturing problems caused so 
many compromises to be made that added 
pounds to an otherwise superlative dirt- 
bike. Rumor had it that some of the proto- 
type models weighed as little as 238 
pounds—with lights. 

Honda is so big that any product passes 
through departments of engineers, instead 
of between individuals in the engineering 
department, as would be the case in a small 
company. Basic prototype design and de- 
velopment is actually done by a separate 
company at Honda: Honda Research and 
Development, Ltd. Final component de- 
sign is done at the engineering department 
of one of Honda's factories where that par- 
ticular motorcycle is to be manufactured. 
These last Production Engineers are 
charged with the responsibilities of pro- 
ducing a given design within the bounds of 
a specified cost and within a certain time 
limit. Often the compromises made to ful- 
fill these obligations directly lead to such 
things as the XL-250's undesirable weight. 

Until the marketing brass is willing to 
spend the bucks necessary to produce a 
complete, physically-competitive dirt bike, 
and charge the necessary price, most, or 
all, winning of competition events on Hon- 
das will be done using specialty frames, 
made by small accessory guys like Doug 
Schwerma. 

Once again Honda has produced a dirt 
bike that is perfect for the off-road enthusi- 
ast who wants a civilized bike that requires 
no huge maintenance hassle, doesn't use a 
great amount of fuel, and isn't required to 
get him across really bad country in any 


particular hurry. Just like the SL-350. © 


Retail Display Plan 

All magazine retailers in the United 
States and Canada interested in earn- 
ing an allowance for the display and 
sale of a minimum of five publications 
of the Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, 
to be paid quarterly on the basis of ten 
per cent of the cover price of each sold 
copy, assuming that all terms and con- 
ditions of the contract are satisfied, are 
entitled to do so and are invited to 
write for full details and copies of the 
contract to Mr. J. Robert Gallicano, 
Single Copy Sales Director, Ziff-Davis 
Publishing Company, One Park Ave- 
nue, New York, New York 10016. 
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Here's how you can get additional information at no charge, or New Products Editorial Listing, for which you want additional 

concerning products and services advertised in this issue, and items information. (Key numbers for advertised products also appear in 

mentioned in the New Products Editorial Section. advertiser's index on the opposite page.) 

1. Clip one of the coupons (two are provided in the event a second 3. Paste the coupon on a government post card or place it in an 

person reading this copy wishes to use the service). Print or type your envelope and mail to: 

name and address where indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. CYCLE, P.O. Box 8445, Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 

2. Please answer a// questions and circle the number on the coupon 4. Your request for information will be forwarded to the appropriate 

which corresponds to the number at the bottom of the advertisement, companies, Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for them to fill your requests. 
0. — _ -_>-—_—— - [Á CA ASEO ar eee ee A 
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Name Name 

Address Address 

Ci AAA ee ee State = Zip Code Civ = ee Stale Zip Code) 








PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BELOW AND TYPE 
OR PRINT AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE 


PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BELOW AND TYPE 
OR PRINT AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE 


1. How many motorcycles do you now own? 
AD1 BO2 cÜ3ormore DONone 


FOR MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY OWNED, PLEASE COMPLETE 
THE FOLLOWING: 


1. How many motorcycles do you now own? 
ADı BO2 cO3or more D O None 


FOR MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY OWNED, PLEASE COMPLETE 
THE FOLLOWING: 


Answer for most recent purchase if more than one is owned. 


2. What make? 
1 OBSA 4 O H-D 7 O Kawasaki 10 [O Suzuki 
20BMmw 50O Hodaka 8 O Norton 11 O Triumph 


Answer for most recent purchase if more than one is owned. 


2. What make? 
1 OBSA 4UH-D 70 Kawasaki 10DJSuzuki 
2U)BMW 50O Hodaka 8 U] Norton 11 O Triumph 


3 O Bultaco 6 [O Honda 9LI1Ossa 12 O Yamaha 3 O Bultaco 60 Honda 9 U] Ossa 12 O Yamaha 
13 O Other 13 D Other 
3. What engine size? 3. What engine size? 
A O 40-99cc D O 300-399cc G O 600-699cc A O 40-99cc D O 300-399cc G O 600-699cc 
B O 100-199cc E O 400-499cc H O 700-799cc B O 100-199cc E O 400-499cc H O 700-799cc 
c O 200-299cc F (1500-599cc J 800cc & up c O 200-299cc F O 500-599cc J 0800cc & up 
4. Excluding motorcycle (s) currently owned, had you previously 4. Excluding motorcycle(s) currently owned had you previously 
owned a motorcycle? 1 Yes 20 No owned a motorcycle? 1 O Yes 2 O No 
If YES: lf YES: 
5. What make? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 5. What make? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 
AUBSA DOH-D G U Kawasaki K O Suzuki AUBSA DOH-D G U Kawasaki K O Suzuki 
BO BMW E O Hodaka H O Norton L O Triumph B O BMW E O Hodaka H O Norton L O Triumph 
c O Bultaco F O Honda J C Ossa MO Yamaha c O Bultaco F O Honda J O Ossa M O Yamaha 
N O Other N O Other 
6. hat engine size? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 
1 O 40-99cc 4 U] 300-399cc 7 O 600-699cc 1 O 40-99cc 4 U] 300-399cc 7 O 600-699cc 
2 U] 100-199cc 5 O 400-499cc 8 O 700-799cc 20 100-199cc 5 O 400-499cc 8 O 700-799cc 
3 O 200-299cc 6 [1500-599cc 9 0800cc & up 3 O 200-299cc 6 O 500-599cc 9 0800cc & up 
7. Do you plan to bey a new motorcycle within the next 12 months? 7. Do you plan to buy a new motorcycle within the next 12 months? 
AU Yes B O No AU Yes B O No 


If YES; 


8. What make are you most seriously considering? (Check ONE.) 
10BsA 40H-D 7 D Kawasaki 10 [Suzuki 
20BMmw 50 Hodaka 8 U Norton 11 O Triumph 


8. What make are you most seriously considering? (Check ONE.) 
10BsA 4U0H-D 7 O Kawasaki 10 [O Suzuki 

A T an 5 O Hodaka 8 Norton 11 O Triumph 
3 
30 


3 O Bultaco 6 Honda 9U Ossa 12 O Yamaha Bultaco 6 [Honda 9[ Ossa 12 O Yamaha 
130 Other 1 Other 
9. What engine size? 9. What engine size? 
A O 40-99cc D O 300-399cc G O 600-699cc A O 40-99cc D O 300-399cc G O 600-699cc 
B U 100-199cc E O 400-499cc H O 700-799cc B O 100-199cc E O 400-499cc H O 700-799cc 
c 0 200-299cc F O 500-599cc J 0800cc & up c O 200-299cc F (1500-599cc J 0800cc & up 


10. How much do you plan to spend on motorcycle accessories (e.g. 
protective clothing, goggles, special instruments, tools, mirrors, 
etc.) within the next 12 months? 
1 O Less than $30 3 O $50-$59 5 O $100-$149 7 O $200-$299 
2 0 $30-$49 4 O $60-$99 6 (1$150-$199 8 O $300 or more 


11. What is your age? 
AD Under 18 CO21-24 EO35-44 c O55 -64 
B 018 -20 DO25-34 FO45-54 H O65 or over 


10. How much do you plan to spend on motorcycle accessories (e.g. 
protective clothing, goggles, special instruments, tools, mirrors, 
etc.) within the next 12 months? 

1 O Less than $30 30O $50-$59 50$100-$149 7(1$200-$299 

2 O $30-$49 4 O$60-$99 6L1$150-$199 8 [$300 or more 


11. What is your age? 

AD Under 18 CO21-24 EO35-44 GU55 - 64 
8018-20 DO25-34 FO45-54 HO65 or over 
For information on items circle numbers below. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 40 11 2 13 14 15 
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46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 


For information on items circle numbers below. 
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61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.25 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $12.50. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months; 10% for 
12 months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell. 
90€ per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 


DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: One inch by one column, 
$55.00; Two inches by one column, $110.00; 
Three inches by one column, $165.00. Column 
width 214°”. Advertiser to supply film positives. 
Please write or phone for frequency rates. 


GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in bold caps at no extra charge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All 
advertisers using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone number before ad can be run. Closing 
Date: 5th of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for example, March issue closes January 5th). Send order and remittance to Hal Cymes, CYCLE, One Park 


Avenue, New York, New York 10016. 





FOR SALE 





ARIEL 


ARIEL SPARES—Also Arrow and Leader, huge stocks, 
quotation by return. Harold Lines Ltd., 108, Crawley 
Road, Horsham, Sussex, England. 


BULTACO 


BULTACO of Rockland—largest in East. P.O. Box 46, Rt. 
#17, Sloatsburg, N.Y. 10974. 914-753-5555. Open 7 
days, Sales, Service, Mail Order Parts. 


GREEVES 


GREEVES, dealer-sales and service. Chuck Boehler RD 2, 
Buffalo St., Jamestown, N.Y. 14701. 


NORTON 





























MISCELLANEOUS 





INTERNATIONAL SPORTCYCLES, INC. 
IN NEW JERSEY 
FRANCHISED DEALER FOR 
HONDA — YAMAHA — TRIUMPH 
LAMBRETTA 


SALES e SERVICE e PARTS 
complete line of accessories 
201-865-8800, 863-2500 
4000 Kennedy Blvd., Union City, N.J. 07087 








SAND BLAST Kit—Complete with gun, hose, hood, 
$37.50. 1% up H.P., compressor needed. Blast Kleen, 
5902 Funston, Hollywood, Fla. 33023. 


EASTERN Cycle Salvage—Used motocycles, parts bought 
and sold. Rt. #1, Peabody, Mass. 01960. 617-535-5865 


IMPACT SCREWDRIVER only $3.79. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed or money back. Please specify bit. #2 or #3 Phillips, 
#2 or #6 Blade. Enclose check or M.O. to: Impact Tool & 
Sales, P.O. Box 992, New Braunfels, Texas 78130. 


EMERGENCY HORN. Hand-sized, self-powered, with 
handy belt clip. Can be heard up to one mile. Use on or 
off your bike to signal, warn, repel attackers or animals 
without permanent harm. $3.50 postpaid. J. Ross, Box 
223, Jamaica, N.Y. 11431. Dept. CY. 














BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





$200.00 Daily In Your Mailbox! Your opportunity to do 
what mailorder experts do. Free details. Associates, Box 
136-CY, Holland, Michigan 49423. 

MAKE !25,000 with new mailorder plan! Quick, remark- 
able results! Only $3! Guaranteed! Limited offer! Order 
now! Goldco, Box 1747, New York City 10022. 

FREE BOOK “999 Successful, Little-Known Businesses.” 
Work home! Plymouth-BGD, Brooklyn, New York 11218. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY—Nation’s fastest growing 
motorcycle parts and accessory retail chain stores. Fran- 
chise investment only $985.00. Earn discounts on per- 
sonal needs, plus commissions, plus share in store profits. 
P.O. Box 741, Lancaster, Penna. 17601. 


MAILORDER—How to prepare your own catalog for 
pennies. Free Catalog! Obie-BGC, Brooklyn, New York 
11219. 


YOU can be rich, free report, mail order millions. Write: 
Simpson (3D4), 10014 South Paxton, Chicago 60617. 











ACCESSORIES 





RACING EQUIPMENT & 

CUSTOM ACCESSORIES ATALOG 4 
Cams, pistons, megaphones, tanks, handlebars, 
frames, seats, heads, sprockets, fairings etc, 
We've got those hard to get items that you. 
sometimes think about but don’t krow where to 
get. As well as all of the most wanted acces< 


sories and high performance components avail- 
able. 


TRIUMPH - BSA - NORTON - HARLEY 
DUCATI - HONDA - YAMAHA - SUZUKI 
KAWASAKI - BRIDGESTONE 


48 Pages! $1.00 - Refunded on First Order 


¿RAND CO. 
26679 W. HILLS DR. INKSTER, MI 48141 





ENGLISH RACING ACCESSORIES INC. 
+ 19 E. WEBSTER ST., N. MERRICK, N.Y. 11566 
ATTENTION ALL CB 72/77 and CB 450 (four speed) OWNERS. 


Can't afford a new cycle? Why not make your old trusty look like new with a 
beautiful custom tank from E. R. A. Fits right on with no modifications. 


COLORS: Polychromatic silver, candy 
apple blue, royal blue, yellow, red, 
candy apple green 

ONLY $25 complete with racing 
action chrome filler cap 


Send money order now! Full money 
back guarantee. 


Only silver available in quantity, give 2nd and 3rd color choice 


PUAN ENGLISH RACING 
NV ACCESSORIES INC. 
19 E. WEBSTER ST., N. MERRICK, N.Y. 11566 


Specialists in High Quality Fiberglass 


MEN! The true road racing look is here. Not a copy, 
but the real thing. Original equipment on the Norton 
Production Racer. Used on too many winning ma- 
chines to mention, and on the world record holding 
Norton that did 126.7 miles in one hour at Monza. 
Now it is here for your Norton—the winning look of 
now—race proven and fully guaranteed at prices the 
enthusiast can afford. 

Available in yellow, orange, red, British racing green 
or black. Also red, blue or green metal flake. 


Fenders $8 4 Gal. Racing Tank $55 
Single Seat $25 

Dual Seat $30 
G/T Fairing $55 






























Send your money order now! or 25c for catalogue. 
Money back guarantee. 





BIKE Alarm—Stop thefts by installing this ear-shattering 
alarm which trips when cycle is disturbed. Fits all motor- 
cycles. $5.95 postpaid. M & P Products, Dept. 2C4, 
P.O. Box 1382, Saugus, Calif. 91350. 


WHO CARES about 
Oil Filters & Coolers? 





GENE BURCHAM CARES! AND HE'S 
THE WESTERN ENDURO CHAMPION 
ON HIS TRIUMPH METISSE! 
: Ask him what an oil filter and cooler 
can do. Any engine that goes—hopped 
COOL up or stock—needs cool, clean oil. And 


FILTER 


that’s what you get with COOL FILTER! 
Reduce wear on rings, bearings and 
PROTECTS shaft 75% or more. Don't take chances 
YOUR on a wiped out engine—order your 
ENGINE COOL FILTER today! Beautifully pol- 
ished, heavy duty, heat treated alu- 
minum—easily mounted on any dry sump engine, 
Triumph, BSA, Harley, AJS etc. Replacement ele- 
ments available in parts stores. Complete package 
only $24.95 postpaid. Send your check or M.O. 
today to H&C Engineering, P.O. Box 7831, Inde- 
pendence, Ohio 44131. 
(Ohio residents add 444% sales tax) 








APPAREL 





Our 16th year! 

Send 50c coins for 

COLOR PHOTO CATALOG 

of Cycle Wear, LEATHERS. 

RAINSUITS - STUDDED 

BELTS -WRISTBAND S, 

BOOTS - GAUNTLETS 
OF ARIZONA RACK PACKs... 


3903 N. 16 St. Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
in SAN DIEGO — - 3215 Mission Blvd. 








FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 

pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear, saddle- 
bags, tools, accessories. World's lowest prices. Immeaıate 
delivery. Catalog 25¢. Herm's Leathertogs, Dept. C, 701 

Northampton St., Easton, Pa. 18042. 





210 WESTERN JEANS: With 
eosy action. Pockets. Patch 
rear pockets. Six belt loops. 
Send waist, hips, inseam. 
Size 28 to 42. $48.00 
Lined, add $5. 

Colors: Blk., Dr. Brn., S. 
Ton. Send $1.00 shipping 


eoch order. $15 payment on 


c.0.D. 

Please rush me a 
FREE catalog on 
racing and riding 
leathers. 


1511 W.Hatcher Rd, 
= Phoenix, Az. 85021 
602-944-1783 


LANCER LEATHERS 


Name 
Address 
State Zip 








MX Overalls—14 oz. Denim—Padded knees, chest. Red 
stripe. Men's $29.95, Juniors $24.95, Boys” $15.95. Give 
waist, hips, inseam. Cal. add 5%. J & L Accessories, 3162 
Garden Avenue, San Jose, Cal. 95111. 
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OVERSEAS Employment. . . Australia, Europe, Asia, South 











































































































E GLASSE 3 à S in gr . . or i 
~ Pr recon ADE ANA new heat-treated Americal All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! Em- Hi-Rise wen ra el MO liber nce rata pot 
p case-hardened, distortion-free optical-glass ployment International, Box 29217-WO, Indianapolis, Handlebars $25-0° postpaid. Bikes using more cable, 
’ lens. Rhodium plated adjustable metal frames Indiana 46229, extras are $4.00 each. Triumph, BSA, 
po with cable earpieces, (so they won't fall off and Cables Honda, Yamaha, BMW, Norton, Suzuki 
a « your face). Complete with protective carrying case, 10 day & Kawasaki, 
an money-back guarantee, choice of green, neutral-grey, or CYCLE PUBLICATIONS AMAL concentric carbs, 28, 30 & 32 mm $36.00, 
amber-yellow lens. We ship most orders within 24 hrs. Send No Catalog. T d en 
only $4.90 for 1 pair, $8.50 for 2, or $11.90 for 3 pairs. a 
Postpaid. For Air-Mail shipment add .45 per pair. Foreign HALL'S MOTORCYCLE SALES 
ders add .75 ir. i 
OPRLI- pon aie COCHES COMPUTER DEVELOPED Dept.C, Box 4103, Alexandria, La. 71301 
NEW! Modern flexible black rubber, vented, EXPANSION CHAMBER = = 
3 snap frame. May be worn over regular eye- DESIGN MANUAL TRIUMPH, Suzuki and Yamaha parts, large inventory, 24 
glasses. Plastic sponge rubber sweat absorber, i: hour service, discount to dealers. Also Bridgestone parts. 
complete with 3 replaceable plastic safety Covers all current stock and racing House of Triumph, 1608 North Lincoln, Urbana, Illinois 
fens to a pee ha Ra eee S re ev two-stroke motorcycles & snowmobiles 61801. Sales 217-367-4853, Parts 365-2231. 
mo y . A . A 
2, or $9.00 for 3 pairs. Postpaid. For Air-Mail shipment add SEND $4.00 TO: FORKING BY FRANK 
.65 per pair. Foreign orders add .85 per pair. APO and FPO NAVILLUS ENGINEERING LIMITED s 
orders same as domestic. S E é Fine fork tubes and front 
HIDALGO SUPPLY COMPANY 9175 North Lake Drive, Milwaukee, Wisc. 53217 suspension components--springs, 
collars, crowns, trees, braces, 
Dept. C, 1405 S. Post Oak Rd., Houston, Tex. 77027 fork tube nuts. Reliable fit. 
1 Reliable delivery. 
Lid > ” g 
The Boonie Book BR 2 js ae 
HOW TO. RIDE TEN 945-49 Pitner 
Cycle Magazine says: “...just Evanston, Illinois 60202 
about everybody below the 
level of grizzled Class A enduro P3 
veteran will benefit from read- 
ing ‘The Boonie Book‘.” = | ma] U Cc AT | | forfon) 
pa y SATISFACTION GUARANTEED * P A R T S 
$295 ,, 7 SHOP MANUALS AVAILABLE 
pend $1.00 ion complete illustrated catalogue 
POCKET TIRE PUMP-Used at the ISDT. Fits any bike. pene ee vens: 
RACING SHADES Works off sparkplug hole. coccion .. $4.50 pp N.5.C. Motorcycles Import 
High quality handcrafted sun glasses. Highly polished INFO'1972= Unique, Interestino Corales ¿21.00 pp = phone 1605) 4762201" N 
igh quali y 
stainless steel frames — brown tinted polished lenses — THE DIRT RIDER Dept. C4 
heat treated for impact resistance. Internationally y == 
accepted as worlds finest racing glasses. Ten day money P.O. Box 14422 Waa TRUMPH 
» back guarantee if not satisfied. Only $5.95 Pr. postage Albuquerque New Mexico 87111 
> P.P. Send check or M.O., six week delivery. Limit 12 Pr. Pia sl da O | 
per order. 
V. R. Corp. P.O. Box 4212, Columbus, Ga. 31904 Harvey o SERVICE — WORLDWIDE 
Dept. 18, 181 WALWORTH ROAD 
> EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 0 y LONDON BS. E. 17 1RR U.K. 
s WEN Telephone: 01- 703 0282 
SAMSON BRAND NSU and BMW Motorcycle complete parts and service. 
ek T WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES, P.O. Box 2068, 
a En 1 Day Mail Order Service WINETKA, CALIFORNIA 91306. Mail orders handled 
on Rayon NATIONWIDE ao, 
A È BULTACO—24 hr. mail order parts. Dependable service 
e Jacket w/attached hood From New England's Leading BSA Dealer and sales. Beaver Dam Marine, 1668 Beaver Dam Rd., 
e Waist style overalls NORFOLK Bor 81, Rte JA. a Point Pleasant, N.J. 08742. 201-899-5495. 
7 Norfolk, Mass. 0205: PIRELLI Tires for all cycles, street and scramblers. R & L 
Compier eae 98 MOTORCYCLES Call (617) 384-7555 Tires, L & D, Dept. 1-A, 830 Summer Avenue, Newark, 
Sizes: S., M., L., X-L. N.J. 07104. Telephone 201-482-0270. 
SAFETY TRAFFIC VESTS JOHNSON & Wood Motorcycle Salvage—New and used CHOPPER parts at outta sight prices, and we pay the 
A isibili parts. 7319 Varna, No. Hollywood, California 91605. freight. Catalog 500. M-R Enterprises, Box 34, Circle 
e Have Evidence of Visibility - | phone 213-765-7944. Pines, Minn. 55014. 
O AA RP A eee E 
night - T E 
e Vests Coated with a Vinyl I CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 
l 
un | Please refer to heading on first page of this section for complete data concerning terms, frequency discounts, closing | 
’ 
seen day and night - dates, etc. 
39” Overall length Vest N | 
@ $3.80 i 1 Ei DA a hin E 
,48” Overall length Vest i | 
A @ $4.80 | 6 7 8 9 10 | 
BY (add 65c for Special Delivery) l = = z | 
14 15 
LOVELINE INDUSTRIES INC. | ı | 
130 W. 17 St. | 16 17 18 19 20 l 
N.Y.C., N.Y. 10011 | | 
l 21 22 23 24 25 | 
l | 
| 26 27 28 29 30 I 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES | Te Me Fe A ne Mp o A 
| 31 32 33 34 35 | 
WANTED—Honda Motorcycle mechanics, experienced Words @$ .90 (Reader Rate) = ! 
only. Must have own hand tools. Send resume to Wilco P $ 
Honda, 6509 N. Lamar, Austin, Texas 78752. C/O Serv- | TAS Goria Rate) | 
ice Manager. l | 
l | 
EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION | Insert time(s) Total Enclosed $ | 
: AA > EDI A LAME l 
2 EXCITING Overseas Jobs—Directory $1.00. Research l l 
N Associates, Box 942-E, Belmont, California 94002. | ADDRESS | 
AUSTRALIA WANTS YOU! Government assisted passage. | l 
| 1972 Government information and forms—most complete | ht SIATE zip l 
Var information available—$1.00. Reports on employment, I . l 
| r business, taxes, education, teaching, housing, ranching, l Signature l 
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IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


WE WILL SHIP 
ANYWHERE IMMEDIATELY. 


111 Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, N.Y. 11701 CYCLE CITY | 
Call 516-842-5771 nc. 


BARGAIN Hunters! Discount accessories! Peanut tanks, 
$15.00; fork tubes; sissy bars; many more chopper items! 
Free discount catalogue. Tombstone Cycle, 820 Kildonan 
Drive, Winnipeg 15, Manitoba, Canada, U.S. Inquiries. 


Harley Owners!!! 
e have a new catalog listing over 


different parts for Harley-Davidson 
from 1930 to 1971 Flatheads and 


OHV 
catalog air mailed $1.00 


Dealers Inquiry 


THE MOTOR SHOP 


552 D MT. VIEW © OXNARD, CALIF 93030 


MOTORCYCLE 
PARTS AND 
ACCESSORIES 











“We Gor Pants 
For Your Hoa" 





peor CH MANUALS A PISTONS 
ws. waves eass ALLOY Ry 
CUSTOM CHROME un gSA 
sun ek koyal gnhield: 
soron ” und LAMBRETTA vespa 


HONDA 
N oo SPEO EQUIPMENT BOOKS 
LUCAS Marsa Tools 


Send 25¢ today (to cover mailing) for your 
illustrated catalog of all Cycle Supplies, parts 
and accessories available from: 


CALIFORNIA CYCLE SUPPLY 


P.O.Box 192, Dept.O Fairbury, Illinois 61739 


ROYAL ENFIELD 
PARTS BY MAIL ORDER 


Largest, most complete stock of Royal Enfield, Indian Enfield parts in the U.S. !!! 
RE models: 250 Crusader, 350 & 500 Bullet, 500 Twin, 700 Super Meteor & Con- 
stellation, 750 Super Constellation & Interceptor. Indian Enfield models: Fire Arrow 
Woodsman, Tomahawk, Trailblazer. Parts Books $2.00 ea. Repair Manuals $3.00 ea. 

Specify year, model, engine number on all requests for parts, manuals. 


Do this: Write Dept. RE-211 to be 
== Sisal catting Fastest. Service!!! CHOPPERS!! 
VSPEEDGENTER USA. Wurde 


Y 
Valves 





SOK kkk kkk TH Ite A Indian/ Royal Enfield 
18255, Victory Blvd. - Burbank, CA. 91502 - (213)845-8848 chopper catalog 








HONDA FOUR—NORTON 750—BSA/TRI THREE 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
MORE 


5 0) HORSEPOWER 


HIGHWAY/DRAG 


SUPERCHARGERS 


(COMPLETE BOLT-ON KITS) 
SEND $1.00 BROCHURE 


JATO INDUSTRIES, INC. 
P.O. BOX 8174, E. HARTFORD, CT. 06108 
PHONE (203) 289-1679 


“BSA 750 Kit 


* 12 EXTRA H.P. 
* 10.5-1 C.R. 


P-o * 90 DAY WARRANTY 
Bs: 











Ne 
Bo. 


This kit is made for the BSA-A65-650. It has been com- 
pletely tested under racing conditions and carry's a 3,000 
mile -90 day warranty on all parts. YOU MUST SEND IN 
YOUR CYLINDER WITH ORDER. Kit contains: 2 pistons 
with rings, pins, keepers balanced to within 5 grams, 1 cyl- 
inder finished to size ready to install, all gaskets. Simple 
bolt - on installation taking 4 hrs. or less is all that is 
required. No machining is necessary. Dept. CY 


Ph. (313) 565-3343 
Rand Co. 26679 W. Hills Dr. Inkster, MI 48141 





* SIMPLY BOLTS ON 





$198.50 










PARTS 


“ONE DAY MAIL” 
WORLDWIDE 


State: HONDA Model No., Year, Frame & Engine Mes. 
COMPLETELY NEW 
PARTS - ACCESSORY CATALOG AVAILABLE 
SEND 504 TO COVER MAILING COSTS 
336 Jericho Turnpike, Mineola, New York 11501 
Call (516) 248-5558 


SUZUKI Parts Headaches? Try us. Midwest's largest sup- 
ply of Suzuki parts and accessories. Midwest Motorcycle 
Imports, 1523 N. Halsted, Chicago, Ill. 60622, (312) 
642-7795. 









OF MINEOLA 








POST OFFICE BOX 926E4 
BEND, OREGON 97701 
CALL (503) 382-6395 






108cc's 

FOR MINS 
uP TO 

1. 1100cc's FOR THE 

MIGHTY 750! 










PUNCH IT HARD Your Honda's full of fight with a 
Powroll power package! Easy-to-bolt-in muscles 
for every model. Just ask any Powroll owner 

(if you can catch one. Or send for our complete 
catalog, $1.25 cash or money order. Details on 
equipment for your Honda 
only, 50c (tell us year, model), 


















EUROPEAN TOURING 





TOURING EUROPE 1972—Comerfords Ltd. can offer you 
the finest selection of new and used tax-free motor cycles 
in England. See our advertisement on page 106. Comer- 
fords Ltd. of London. 





You may get 
more than you 
bargained for at 


Parks of London 


Like personal attention from friendly people who 
remember to give you full after sales service when you buy 
a motorcycle in England. Send for our special personal 
export brochure designed to assist you in budgeting for 
your tour. 

Parks of London, 404:High Street, London S.E.13, England. 
Telephone: 01-690 4878 





IF you're going to Europe, go to Europe’s biggest Norton 
agents and get a new Commando, any color or specifica- 
tion from only $1210.00. Write now: Gus Kuhn Norton 
Centre, 275-7, Clapham’ Road, London SW9 9BJ, 
England. 


GOING TOURING EUROPE? Parks of London supply 
Triumph, BSA, Suzuki and all accessories, plus real 
friendly personal service. Send now for fully illustrated 
brochures to: Parks of London, 404 High Street, Lewis- 
ham, London S.E. 13, England. Tel 01-690-4878. 








BUYING A COMMANDO, under the personal export scheme? 
We are the only OFFICIALLY FACTORY APPOINTED SER- 
VICE CENTRE and sell only Norton. Same day delivery. 
Save your dollars by dealing with the SPECIALISTS with all 
services - SPARES - ACCESSORIES - INSURANCE - FREIGHT- 
ING - the experts in handling your personal requirements. 
Send for detailed literature showing how to get here from the 
airport etc., and any other information you may require. 


Taylor Matterson, Bedford Hill, London S.W. 12 - Tel.: 01-673-0981 








STREAMLINE your tour of Europe—Factory appointed 
agents. B.S.A./Triumph/Norton. Huge stocks and best 
terms available. Full details: Streamline Motor-Cycles, 
523-533 Lordship Lane, London, S.E. 22, England. 
Telephone 01-693-6024. 





MAGAZINES 





JAPAN PUBLICATIONS GUIDE—Business, pleasure, 
education. $8.00. INTERCONTINENTAL, CPO 1717, 
Tokyo 100-91. 








GUIDE TO EARNING a 
EXTRA INCOME 


A Ziff-Davis Publication 


All new—first time ever pub- 
lished! Everything you need to 
know about full and part time 
money-making. How to start 
your own mail order business + 
22 proven and profitable home 
business ideas « How to earn 
extra $'s e Franchising e Vend- 
ing machines » Advice on cut- 
ting living costs. Only 75¢. 
Order from Ziff-Davis Service Division, 

595 Broadway, New York, New York 10012. 
Enclose an additional 25c for postage and handling. 
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GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





JEEPS Typically from $53.90 ... Trucks from $78.40 

Cars, Automotive Parts, Tools, - Boats, Airplanes, 
Knives, Clothing, Sporting, Electronics Equipment. Wide 
variety, condition. 100,000 bid bargains direct from 
government nationwide. Complete Sales directory and 
surplus categories catalog $1.00 (deductible on orders 
from separate included catalog). Surplus Service, Box 
820-CY, Holland, Michigan 49423. 





INVENTIONS WANTED 





PATENT Searches including maximum speed, full airmail 
report and closest patent copies, $6.00. Quality searches 
expertly administered. Complete secrecy guaranteed. Free 
Invention Protection forms and “Patent Information.” 
Write Dept. 17, Washington Patent Office Search Bureau, 
734 15th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS = 


age 


WHOLESALE Professional Guitars, Amplifiers, PA Sys- 
tems, free catalog. Carvin, Escondido, Calif. 92023. 
me 


30% DISCOUNT name brand musical instruments. Free~ 
catalog. Freeport Music, 127-K Sunrise Highway, Free- 
port, N.Y. 11520. 





RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 


SPECIAL interest records available, produced by the 
editors of the world’s leading special interest magazines. 
Send for free catalog. Record Catalog CY, Ziff-Davis 
Publishing Company, One Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10016. 





RESORTS AND TRAVEL 


TOURING An Ordeal? No more! Join our tour and ride 
the Rocky Mountains of Colorado for six exciting days. 
Don't just take a vacation—live a vacation. Write BT 
Bike Tours, Box 18394, Denver, Colorado 80218 for free 
brochure. 


SERVICES 





SHOW Chrome—Triple plated, specify make when re- 
questing free price list. Special prices to dealers. Custom 
Cycle, Inc., 2479 N. Jerusalem Rd., East Meadow, L.l. 
11554. 516-785-9541. 


HARLEY RIDERS—We build complete race engines. 
Sportster Stroker Flywheels $110.00. 1000cc Big Bore 
Kits $125.00 exchange. Many other speed and chopper 
parts. Truett and Osborn Cycle Service, 3345 East 31st 
South, Wichita, Kansas 67216. 








KAWASAKI 


COMPETITION CRANKS MACH III 
Crankshaft Rebuilding for all Models 


Price on Request 


D&A KAWASAKI 
4918 Hazel Ave. 
Trevose, Penna. 19047 


Tel.: 215/357-4716 
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MISCELLANEOUS 





IDENTIFICATION cards, send self-addressed stamped 
envelope for samples. Forms, P.O. 12101, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89112. 

SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method. 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 7545 EG, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida 33304. 





CYCLE 








then let it all hang out! 


You're moving... and there's no way the world can reach you. Pushing hard and 
feeling free, you and your machine. Riding loose . . . you're safe, protected. And 
comfortable. With the kind of protection you get from your Harley-Davidson dealer. 
Exciting new helmet styles and colors, including the full-coverage X-100. Leathers, 
~~ form-fitting in black or brown. Gloves, goggles and boots. That's the way you ride. 
Because safety is more than the gear you wear. It's the way you feel when everything's 
going your way. You get that feeling from your Harley-Davidson dealer... one of the 
new breed of outperformers. AMF | HARLEY-DAVIDSON, Milwaukee, Wis. 53201. 


World's fastest.. 


the Harley- 
Davidson 









.Sportster-powered streamliner set an absolute world speed record at Bonneville October 16, 1970...265.492 mph. That's Outperformance! 
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kind. Thais what gi es Salem 


ct ihe artifical Kind Thats what gives: 
“va taste thats never harsh or hot = pag 
¿ss Thats why Salem tastes’ 4 


VS IEA 


u : Springtime fresh. i 
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